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LESSON 1 



The World in W 

We are very happy to introduce the life of Christ 
to you in a more intimate and personal way thr ough 
the pages of the Light of the World Bible Corre- 
spondence Course. The Voice of Prophecy Radio Bible 
School has gathered together the bright rays that stream 
from Christ, the Light of the world, and has focused 
them upon these pages in order to make Him more 
real to you. As you read this simple but powerful 
story of the life of Christ, you will be inspired as you 
have never been by any other biography. 

Q AUTHORITY FOR OUR STORY 

As the source of our story we have the four Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, which are accurate 
and inspired accounts of Jesus' life. Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke tell us much about what Jesus did. John 
tells us what He is. He seeks to picture the divine 
beauty of 

"The sinless years 
That breathed beneath the Syrian blue," 
the righteousness, truth, and love that shone from Christ's 
person, and the divine holiness of that person. 

These biographies were written by men who lived 
when Jesus was here on earth and who knew Him 
well. We turn to these four books in the New Testa- 
ment for our authority. Here the actual facts about 
Jesus Christ are presented: His pre-existence, His birth, 
His life, His ministry and teaching, His death, His 
resurrection, and His promise to come to this earth the 
second time. Long before you have finished this 25-lesson 
course, you will come to look upon Jesus as more than 
a mere man; yes, as the Light of the whole world. 

jg TWO THINGS TO REMEMBER 

Now, in preparing this Bible course for you, we have 
kept two important things in mind: First, to present 
the events in the life of Christ in their natural order 
as nearly as possible. This is what is called the "chro- 
nology^" and -that is important. But, as you read these 
lessons, you will discover that a second consideration, 
and perhaps a more important one, has prompted us — 
namely, the attempt to reveal the many sides of Christ's 
life. And, in order to do this, we have sometimes had 
to digress from the chronology. 

As the sunlight passing through a prism is broken up 
into the beautiful colors of the rainbow, so Christ, the 



lich Christ Lived 

Sun of Righteousness, becomes more attractive when we 
look at Him as the Master Teacher, the Great Healer, 
the Friend of sinners, the Prophet of God, the Miracle 
Worker, the Saviour of men, and the Son of God. To 
illustrate: To the casual observer, a diamond before it 
has been cut, looks much like any other stone. But, in 
the hands of a skillful artisan, it is ground and polished 
until its dozens of facets seem to flash with living fire. 
So the life of Christ has many facets which, put together, 
become a perfect means of revealing the great Light, 
which is Christ Himself. We have endeavored to put 
these pieces in such relation to one another as to pre- 
sent a full revelation of the most beautiful life this 
world has ever known. (Continued on page four) 
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SIMPLE STEPS 
HOW TO BEGIN 

You have in your hands Lesson 1 of a course 
on the life and teachings of Jesus, your 
Saviour and mine. 



• BREATHE A PRAYER that God will illuminate 
your heart with the light from heaven. 

• READ THE LESSON through carefully, more 
than once, if necessary. 

• FILL OUT the quiz sheet. If you are in 
doubt about the correct answer, refer to 
the lesson again. 

to: The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, 
Los Angeles, California 90053. 



YOUR TEXTBOOK for the 25 lessons of this course is the same Holy Bible which is found in almost 
every home, the King James Version. This Bible has been the guiding light of English-speaking 
Christians for over three centuries, and for beauty and clarity of language is unsurpassed. 

A REAL PRIZE FOR YOU! A full-color map of Palestine, prepared by famous map makers especially 
for this course, will be sent to you when you send in quiz sheets one and two. You will treasure this 
beautiful map as you use it to become familiar with the places mentioned in these lessons. 

Invite your friends to enroll in this course. Invite the boys and girls also to enroll in the Junior Bible 
Course. 

UPON COMPLETION OF THIS COURSE, YOU WILL RECEIVE A BEAUTIFUL DIPLOMA 

"Study to shew thyself approved unto God. 1 ' 2 Timothy 2:15 
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A Voice of Prophecy Bible Course 



Dear Friend: 

You have in your hands here the first lesson of our "Light of 
the World" Bible Course. Lesson Two will reach you in a few days. 
By filling in the test sheet of Lesson 1 and mailing it in you -will 
receive additional lessons. The Voice of Prophecy broadcast now 
heard internationally --is dedicated to "proclaiming Christ to the 
millions" by radio and through the Bible correspondence courses which 
it offers free to all listeners. 

We are happy at this time to present to you this course on the 
greatest life ever lived -- that of our Lord Jesus Christ. We believe 
that you will enjoy every lesson, and that your enjoyment will increase 
right up to the end of the course. 

It is our sincere hope that you will be able to listen to the 
Voice of Prophecy broadcasts, heard every Sunday in the United States 
and Canada on NBC, MUTUAL and INTEEM0UMA.IN networks, and independent 
stations. 

That you may receive the blessing of God, is our wish for you. 



Prayerfully yours, 




HMSR:eld 



H. M. S. Richards 
Director and Speaker 

THE VOICE OF PROPHECY 
Radiobroadcast 
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gj THE SURROUNDINGS OF JESUS 

As you no doubt know, Jesus was born in Palestine, 
a country smaller than the state of Vermont. It is about 
140 miles, long and 60 or 70 miles wide. Nazareth, 
where Jesus grew up, is only 70 miles from Jerusalem in 
a straight line. 

The Roman Emperor Augustus ruled the world in 
those days, and Jesus' tiny homeland was a part of the 
vast Roman Empire. Julius Caesar, uncle to Augustus, 
was the great builder of the empire, which included 
all the countries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea. 

Here are some facts that will help you to understand 
what life was like in Christ's day: 

1. Language. Greek was spoken in the eastern Medi- 
terranean countries, while Latin was prevalent in the 
western area. The language used by Christ and His 
disciples was Aramaic, a language which had long been 
spoken by several nations surrounding Judea, and was 
widely used as the language of business and trade. 
After the Babylonian captivity, it had gradually replaced 
Hebrew until by Christ's time it was the language of 
the masses, Hebrew being understood only by scholars. 

2. Politics. During the forty-five years of the reign 
of Augustus (31 B.C. to a.d. 14) peace and prosperity 
were general throughout the empire. Comparative peace 
prevailed also under the immediate successors of Augus- 
tus. People of many lands enjoyed Roman citizenship, 
and there was more or less harmony among the races 
under the worldwide state of Rome. This gave trade 
and commerce great opportunities for expansion and 
also prepared the way for the spread of Christianity. 

3. Religion. There were many confused ideas about 
God. Emperor Augustus was regarded by his supporters 
as a god. Statues were erected to him throughout the 
empire, and an imperial cult was developed. 

Stoicism was a sort of pantheistic philosophy which 
regarded God as present in all living things. And, since 
the world is controlled by divine law, the Stoics con- 
tended that man should freely conform to whatever 
destiny was his, unsubdued by either joy or grief, pain 
or pleasure. 

The Epicureans, in opposition to the Stoics, while 
recommending virtue, taught that pleasure^ is the high- 
est good. Stoicism and Epicureanism were popular chief- 
ly with the Greeks. 

Judaism, the religion of the Hebrews with its multi- 



plied forms and ceremonies, was widely believed. Mil- 
lions of Jews, descendants of the tribes that had been 
scattered by the Assyrians and Babylonians, had carried 
their religion with them, and there were many Gentiles 
who had accepted the faith of Israel. Judaism, however, 
was divided into several sects. Chief among these were 
the Pharisees, who were most anxious to keep the nation 
true to the traditions of the past and to keep alive the 
hope and expectation of the coming Messiah. The 
Sadducees, composed mostly of persons of wealth and 
influence, were strong rivals of the Pharisees. They 
stressed the moral law but denied the authority of 
tradition and the doctrines of the immortality of the 
soul, the resurrection, and the existence of angels. They 
also discounted the Messianic hope. The Essenes op- 
posed the ritualism and formalism of the Pharisees. They 
took no part in public affairs and passed their lives in re- 
tired places seeking by self-denial and prayers to realize 
their ideal of Levitical purity. They believed in the im- 
mortality of the soul but denied the resurrection of the 
tody. It was into this kind of world that Christ came 
to reveal the true God to men. 

g| A BRIEF PREVIEW OF CHRIST'S LIFE 

The moral condition of the people at the time of our 
Saviours birth was very low. Vice, crime, and disease 
were rampant. Jesus came into the world to penetrate 
this darkness with the light of His gospel of love and 
healing. That you may see the beauty and power of 
the life that you are about to study, we quote the 
following tribute from an unknown author: 

"Here is a young man who was born in an obscure village, the 
child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another obscure village. 
He worked in a carpenter shop until he was thirty, and then for 
three years he was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. 
He • never held an office. He never owned a home. He never 
had a family. He never went to college. He never put his foot 
inside a big city. He never traveled 200 miles from the place 
where he was born. He never did one of the things that usually 
accompany greatness. He had no credentials but himself. While 
he was still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned 
against him. His friends ran away. He was turned over to his 
enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed 
to a cross between two thieves. While he was dying, his execu- 
tioners gambled for the only piece of property he had on earth, 
and that was his coat. When he was dead, he was laid in a 
borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Nineteen wide 
centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure 
of the human race and the leader of the column of progress. I 
am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever 
marched, and all the navies that were ever built, and all the 
parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, 
put together, have not affected the life of man upon this earth 
as has that One Solitary Life." 



Lesson 2 Will Answer the Following Questions: 

WHEN AND WHERE DID JESUS LIVE WHEN UPON EARTH? 

WHY DID HE COME INTO THIS WORLD? •sm-t.&L-t*^ 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The World in Which Christ Lived 
Test Questions — Lesson 1 

£J Underline the correct words in the statements below: 

1. The four Gospel writers were (Matthew, James, Mark, Luke, 
Peter, John). 

2. (Matthew, Luke, John) was concerned primarily with reveal- 
ing who Jesus is. 

3. Our authority for the facts of Jesus' life is (The Bible Diction- 
ary, tradition, the Four Gospels). 

jjjj Name five aspects or facets of the work of Christ. 

l. 

2 

3 

4 

5 



After each true statement, write "Yes" in the blank provided; if false, 
write "No." 

1. Palestine is a large country about half the size of the United 
States 

2. Augustus Caesar ruled the world in Jesus' day 

3. The common language in Palestine was Aramaic 

4. The time when Jesus lived was an age of war and political 
turmoil 

5. The religions of that day, both pagan and Jewish, were a con- 
fusion of ideas about God. 

6. Judaism was well-known beyond the confines of Palestine 

7. The Pharisees were a powerful Jewish sect who held to the 
traditions of the past 

8. The Sadducees were a class of poor and illiterate Jews who 

had little influence with the people. 
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These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



We welcome you to our circle of Bible students. This course is open 
to all, irrespective of age, race, or creed; but we should like to become 
acquainted with you. If you feel free to answer the following questions, 
your response will be appreciated and will help us so that we, in turn, 
may be better able to help you. 

Do you listen to the Voice of Prophecy broadcast? Have 

you completed any of the following Bible Correspondence Courses? 

Junior Bright Horizon Faith 20th Century 

Daniel and Revelation Name any other courses 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. 
THEN MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California 90053 



Are you a church member? 

What denomination or group? 

Do you wish your lessons mailed in a plain envelope? 



Age 



My Present Address Is 



Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 



No. and Street 



Rural Route No. 



Rural Box No. 



P. O. Box No. 



City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 



5622— 11-64— *»7 N T *o The Light of the World — Test 1 
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LESSON 2 



The Babe of Bethlehem 

As the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same; ... In all things it behoved him to be made like unto 
his brethren. — Hebrews 2:14, 17.* 



Let us open the Bible, look into its inspired pages, 
and discover the secret of Christ's life of power. As 
we journey by His side through His ministry in Pales- 
tine, we shall witness His mighty miracles and wonder- 
ful works. From one thrilling scene to another, we shall 
travel with Jesus from Bethlehem to the great climax 
when He died as man's Redeemer on the cross of Cal- 
vary and rose triumphant from the tomb. Every step 
of the way we shall walk in the light— first, in the bright 
rays of the star that shone over Bethlehem, then on to 
the light that radiated from the tomb when Christ arose 
from the dead. It will be a heart-warming experience, 
and you will not want to stop until you have finished 
the journey. Your Voice of Prophecy storyteller will be 
with you to point out the things of interest along the 
way. 

In this lesson we shall acquaint ourselves with the 
circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus. To begin 
with, let us be sure of one thing: Jesus Christ was a real 
person, an historical character who lived on this earth. 
His life was spent among humble people who in many 
respects were just like Himself. He was born in a small 
town in Palestine about 4 B. C. At the time of Christ's 
birth the world did not realize that all history was to 
focus in Him. It was not until over five hundred years 
later that the idea was conceived of reckoning all time 
as either before or after the birth of Christ. But after 
that much time had elapsed it was not easy to compute 
the exact date, and it was later discovered that an error 
of about four years had been made, a fact which places 
the date of Christ's birth at about 4 B. C. The exact day 
and month cannot be absolutely fixed. 

At the age of thirty-three, Jesus died at Jerusalem 
about five miles from the scene of His nativity. Accord- 
ing to His own statement, His life work was "to seek and 
to save that which was lost." Luke 19:10. He came to be 
the Saviour of mankind and to show us how to live and 



how to die with the hope of a resurrection to eternal life. 
To accomplish this, He became a real man with human 
flesh. His life of complete triumph over human selfish- 
ness placed Him in a position where He can solve all 
the problems that distress our world. 

Let us turn now to the Scripture record, where the 
Light shines clearly for all to see. For a brief preview 
of this lesson, we suggest that you read Matthew 2 and 
Luke 2:1-38. 
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•Each lesson has a guiding text. Like a guiding star, it will lead 
you to new and wonderful discoveries about Jesus. Memorize 
these special texts and see how your knowledge of the Bible in- 
creases. ADVENTIST 
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Shepherds worship the newborn Saviour 



Q WHERE WAS JESUS BORN? 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of 
Herod the king. — Matthew 2:1. 

Jesus was born in the quiet town of Bethlehem where 
David, the shepherd boy, had kept his flock centuries 
before. There was widespread expectation among the 
people that a great king would arise out of Judea. This 
is mentioned by many historians. 

At this time the wicked and cruel King Herod ruled 
Palestine. He was the founder of an Idumaean family 
which furnished the rulers for Palestine during the latter 
half of the century before Christ and throughout the 
first century of the Christian era. 

The coming of man's Redeemer had been the theme 
of all the Old Testament prophets. Let us notice just 
two of these prophecies: 

MICAH: The birth of Jesus in the town of Bethlehem 
had been foretold by the prophet Micah. Here are his 
words as written seven centuries before Christ: 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from of old, from ever- 
lasting. — Micah 5:2. 

DANIEL: The prophet Daniel had predicted the first 
corning to the earth of the Messiah, or Christ, and more 
especially the time when He was to enter upon His 
public work. (Daniel 9:25.) 

From the earliest days of human history men had 
been expecting Christ to appear on earth. Just before 
Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden 
because of sin, God pronounced a curse on the serpent 
that had enticed Eve, and at the same time promised a 
Redeemer for mankind. He said: 

I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shall bruise his heel. — Genesis 3:15. 

Ghmt was the promised Seed of the woman. On the 
" cross He was bruised by Satan, the serpent, but the tomb 
could not hold Him. Ultimately the head of the serpent 
will be bruised when Satan is destroyed in the lake of 
fire. 

0 WHO WERE JESUS' PARENTS? 

The mother of Jesus is identified beyond question in 
the Gospel of Matthew and so is her husband, Joseph. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they 
came together, she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and 
not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to 
put her away privily. — Matthew 1 : 18, 19. 

Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth, was "a just man/' 

He was perplexed to learn that the virgin Mary to whom 

he was engaged was soon to have a child; so he made 

plans to break the engagement. Then God revealed to 

him in a dream that Mary was "with child of the Holy 

Ghost/' 

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, 
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his 
people from their sins. — Matthew 1:20,21. 



This relieved Joseph's anxiety. (Matthew 1:25.) The 
mystery of the virgin birth of Jesus and His conception 
"of the Holy Ghost" will be discussed in Lesson 3. 

Both Joseph and Mary were direct descendants of 
David, the greatest of Israel's kings. In Matthew 1:1-17 
the family line is traced through Joseph. In Luke 3:23-38 
the family tree is that of Mary, although it appears to be 
Joseph's, but that is only because it was not customary 
for a woman's name to appear in the genealogy. The 
margin of Luke 3:23 states that Joseph was the son-in- 
law of Heli. So Heli (Eli in Hebrew) was Mary's father, 
not Joseph's. Both Mary and Joseph descended from a 
royal line, that of David. Jesus was of royal distinction 
so far as His earthly parents were concerned, yet at His 
birth there were no royal courtiers from Jerusalem to 
greet Him, only the humble shepherds of the field. 

£1 WHAT WELCOME WAS EXTENDED TO 

JESUS? 

Nazareth, in northern Palestine, had been the home of 
Mary and Joseph prior to the birth of Jesus. But a decree 
from Emperor Caesar Augustus "that all the world should 
be taxed" (Luke 2:1) required that they go to Bethle- 
hem, their "own city," to enroll for taxation. After their 
arrival there Jesus was born, and the following experi- 
ence took place: 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. ... 
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger. — Luke 2:8-12, 16. 

The humble shepherds, instructed by a band of heav- 
enly angels, hastened to the town of Bethlehem where 
they found the baby Jesus lying in a manger. Mary and 
Joseph had found temporary lodging in the stable of 
an inn because all the available rooms were rented, and 
here the Christ-child was born. The Bible record is very 
simple: 

Mary . . . brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; 
because there was no room for them in the inn. — Luke 
2:5, 7. 

Mary and Joseph were encouraged by the visit of the 
shepherds, and when they learned that angel visitors had 
actually directed them to Bethlehem, a new sense of 
responsibility seized them. But why were not more of the 
children of Israel present to welcome Jesus? And why 
were not representatives from other lands there to rejoice 
at the birth of the world's Redeemer? 

pi WHO WERE AMONG THE FIRST TO 
WORSHIP JESUS? 

The record is that wise men came from an eastern 

country to worship the infant Jesus. These men were the 

first converts to Christ from a foreign land. Let us read 

the story of their visit: 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him, — Matthew 2:1,2. 



Digitized by the 



Making their way from the east to the city of Jeru- 
salem, the wise men (the Bible does not say how many) 
made inquiry concerning a mysterious star that they had 
seen in the night sky, and which had guided them 
to Jerusalem. They also asked about the birthplace of 
the newborn King of the Jews, But apparently no one 
in Jerusalem, not even the priests and rulers, was aware 
of the great event that had taken place in Bethlehem. 
If they did know, they did not seem concerned about it. 

When King Herod learned of the visit of the wise men, 
his suspicions were aroused and he demanded an ex- 
planation of their mission. This the wise men were eager 
to give. They wanted information about Jesus. Where 
was He? Couldn't anybody tell them? Summoning the 
priests, Herod instructed them to tell him where the 
Christ was to be born. 



And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea, 
thus it is written by the prophet. — Matthew 2:5. 



for 



And when they [the wise men] were departed, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 
saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, 
and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee 
word : for Herod will seek the young child to destroy 
him. — Matthew 2:13. 

When the wise men failed to return to Jerusalem, 
Herod sent soldiers to Bethlehem to slaughter all the 
children under two years of age. (Matthew 2:16,17; 
prophesied in Jeremiah 31:15.) This monstrous deed 
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With this information, the wise men left the palace 
of the king and set out for the city of David. Then the 
star reappeared and led them to Jesus, as the Scripture 

savs : 

j 

They departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the 
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was. When they saw the star, they re- 
joiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were 
come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and 
when they had opened their treasures, they presented 
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And 
being warned of God in a dream that they should not 
return to Herod, they departed into their own country 
another way. — Matthew 2:9-12. 

The wise men of the east were perhaps students of the 
ancient scrolls of the prophets, and by reading these fore- 
casts knew that a Saviour would appear in Israel. "There 
shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise 
out of Israel," the prophet Balaam had declared. (Num- 
bers 24:17.) Could the mysterious star which they had 
seen in the night sky be a sign that the Light of the 
world had penetrated the darkness to shine upon the 
hearts of men? They determined to find out. As they 
followed the light of the moving star, they found the 
infant Redeemer and laid their precious gifts at His feet. 

Then, being warned of God in a dream not to tell 
Herod of their discovery, they returned to their own 
country by a different route. The gifts which they left 
behind, the first ever presented to Jesus, no doubt helped 
to finance the long journey of the family to Egypt. But 
that is another story, as we shall see. 

EJ WHAT MESSAGE CAME TO JOSEPH IN A 

DREAM? 

After the visit of the Magi an urgent message came to 
Joseph in a dream. The angel of the Lord had grim news 
for the young couple. 
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Joseph and Mary take the Christ Child into Egypt 

was executed with the hope that the infant Jesus, whom 
Herod feared as a possible rival to the throne, would be 
killed in the general massacre. But in a dream an angel 
appeared to Joseph and warned him to flee to Egypt. 
This he did without delay, barely escaping with Mary 
and the baby Jesus. Soon after the slaughter of the 
innocents, Herod himself died a horrible death. 



m 



WHAT EXPERIENCE TOOK PLACE IN 
THE TEMPLE? 
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Before their flight into Egypt, Joseph and Mary took 
the baby Jesus to Jerusalem to dedicate Him to the 
service of God, as it was customary among the Jews for 
every firstborn male child to be dedicated in the temple. 
God had promised to give His only begotten Son to save 
the sinner, and this Gift of heaven was to be acknowl- 
edged in every home in Israel by the consecration of the 
firstborn to God's service. 

They brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the 
Lord; (as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male 
that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord). 
—Luke 2:22,23. 

This was in harmony with the accepted Jewish practice 

for male children, and took place about forty days after 

the Nativity (see Leviticus 12:1-4), but probably before 

the visit of the wise men. Mary brought two turtledoves 

as an offering. ( Luke 2:24. ) These gentle creatures were 

without blemish and were symbolic of the perfect Child 

she presented. Jesus was healthy and without physical 

defect of any kind. He was the "Lamb without blemish 
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and without spot." 1 Peter 1:19. He was an example of 
what God intended every child to be, physically as well 
as spiritually. 

On this occasion Anna, a prophetess, and Simeon, a 
just and devout man, were divinely led to the scene of 
dedication, where they announced to the priests and the 
people that this Holy Child was the promised Saviour. 
Simeon declared openly in the temple: 

Mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast pre- 
pared before the face of all people; a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. — Luke 
2:30-32. 

Then Simeon illustrated the exact work Christ was 
to do. He said, "This child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel." Verse 34. All must fall and be 
broken in repentance for sin before they can rise to live 
triumphant over pride and selfishness. Later, when 
Christ began His public ministry, He showed that true 
humility is one of the first essentials for citizenship in 
His kingdom. Here are His exact words: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their's is the kingdom 
of heaven. — Matthew 5:3. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. — 
Matthew 5 :5. 

fl WHY DID CHRIST COME INTO THE WORLD? 

And now let us find out why Christ came to this earth 
as a man. We have a partial answer in our guiding text: 

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same; ... In all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be . . . merciful and 
faithful. — Hebrews 2:14, 17. 

Christ became a man so He might experience the trials 
of our humanity. Clothed in human flesh, He was able to 
understand the tests that come to us in this life. Jesus, 
as the Son of man, can sympathize with those whose 
hearts are torn and broken by trial and temptation. He 
is "merciful and faithful" to all. Many in Christ's day 
were afraid of God because they thought He was harsh 
and severe. Jesus came to correct this misconception and 
to show that "God is love." 1 John 4:8. 



In this story of the blessed Babe of Bethlehem is re- 
vealed "the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God." Romans 11:33. It teaches us that 
sinful man may be reconciled to God and brought back 
to Him. Herein is shown His great love! Christ lived 
for us, and He died for us on the cross to redeem us from 
our sins. 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not ' perish, 
but have everlasting life. — John 3:16. 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but has He been born in 
our hearts? That, student friend, is the all-important 
question. 

Some years ago in London a non-Christian made fun 
of an uneducated man who had recently been converted. 
"What do you know about Jesus Christ?" he asked scorn- 
fully. 

"I know a few things," was the humble reply. 

"When was He born?" was the first question. To this 
the new Christian gave a wrong answer. 

"How old was He when He died?" Again the answer 
was incorrect. 

The unbeliever asked many questions, always with the 
same result. Then he said with a cold sneer, "See, you 
do not know as much about Jesus as you thought; do 
you?" 

"I know very little," was the Christians reply, "but I 
know this: Three years ago I was one of the worst drunk- 
ards on the east side of London. My wife was a broken- 
hearted woman and my children were as afraid of me 
as if I had been a wild animal. Today I have one of the 
happiest homes in London, and when I come home at 
the close of the day my wife and children are glad to see 
me. Jesus Christ has done this for me. That I know/' 

So the story of Bethlehem is wonderful! And why? 
Because it brings us face to face with Jesus the Saviour. 
But in this lesson we have just begun the thrilling revela- 
tion of His love and power. 



Lesson 3 Will Answer These Questions: 

IS CHRIST DIVINE? DID HE LIVE IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES? 
DOES HE LIVE TODAY? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 



Q Underline the correct word in parentheses to complete each of the following 
statements: 

1. Jesus was born in (Nazareth, Jerusalem, Bethlehem). 

2. (Herod, Augustus, Annas) was the king of Palestine at the time 
of Jesus' birth. 

3. Seven centuries prior to Christ's birth (Isaiah, Micah, Joel) proph- 
esied the exact place where He would be born. 

4. The prophet (Daniel, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) foretold the time when 
Jesus would begin His public work. 

5. God's promise of a Redeemer for mankind is found in (Revela- 
tion 14:12; Genesis 3:15; Hebrews 11:1). 

Of what great king of Israel were Mary and Joseph descendants? 



Check (/) the correct completion words for the statement below: 



The Babe of Bethlehem 



Test Questions — Lesson 2 



Fill in the blanks below: 



1. The date of Jesus' birth was about 

2. Jesus came "to and to . 



that which was lost. 



Jesus' birth was announced by angels to 

a. the priests. 

b. the shepherds. 

c. the king. 



□ 



After each true statement, write "Yes' 



in the blank; if false, write "No." 



1. The wise men had studied the scrolls of the prophets. 

2. The wise men were guided to Jesus by a star. 



3. Herod rejoiced when he heard of the birth of Jesus. 




Fill in the blanks below: 



1. In a dream Joseph was directed to flee to with Jesus 

and Mary. 

2 decreed that all male children in Bethleham under 

two years of age should be slain. 

Write the correct answer in the blank at the end of each questions: 

1. About how old was Jesus when He was dedicated at Jeru- 
salem? - 

2. What two persons announced to the priests and people that 
Jesus was the promised Saviour? 

a 

b 



3. What is one of the first essentials for citizenship in Christ's 
kingdom? 

Q Fill the blanks below : 

1. Jesus came to show that " ** 

2. A most important question for me is, Has Jesus been born in 
my ? 

BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. 
THEN MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 
The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) - 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Box No. P. O. Box No. 



City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
4552 _ 25M _ 8 . 36 —e* »jt«o The Light of the World — Test 2 
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The Mystery of Emmanuel 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. — 
Matthew 1:23. And . . . God was manifest in the flesh, . . . believed on in the 
world.— I Timothy 3:16. 



In Lesson 2 we got our first glimpse of Jesus as the 
Babe of Bethlehem. Mary, His blessed mother, gave 
Him a human body. Thus He became a member of the 
human family, and later He called Himself "the Son of 
man." Matthew 16:13. This is known as the "incarna- 
tion/' Jesus had no earthly father. The God of heaven 
was His Father. In this lesson we shall see if we can un- 
derstand a little better what the Bible means when it re- 
fers to Jesus as "the Son of God," or as "Emmanuel . . . 
God with us." Our study will take us back before the 
birth of Christ in Bethlehem to the time when the Son 
lived in heaven with His Father. This will be an intensely 
interesting and revealing study, but there are some other 
important things that we want you to think about first. 

Whenever we think of God the Father, a question 
arises in our minds concerning His nature and character. 
What is God like? When we were children, we tried 
to conjure up in our minds mental pictures of Him. 
Curiosity sought to penetrate the unseen and the un- 
known. And it is important for all of us to know for 
ourselves the answer to the question, What is God 
like? How can we worship Him intelligently unless we 
appreciate Him for what He really is? Too many people 
think of God as a sort of policeman of the world, a su- 
preme spy, a stern judge, or perhaps an exacting school- 
master. These ideas about God fall far short of the 
truth. 

One way to understand and appreciate God would 
be to go to heaven and see Him and talk with Him. But 
since we do not have that privilege, at least not now, we 
may become acquainted with Him through the revela- 
tion given to us by Jesus Christ. God has been revealed 
in human flesh by One who is God's Son, and because 
of this we can understand something of the nature and 
character of the Father. The life^ of Christ shows that 
the Supreme Being is the kind of God that men want to 
worship. Let us come back to our theme now and turn 
to the Bible for light on this great truth. 




H. ARMSTRONG ROBERTS 

Many searched the scrolls of the prophets concerning the 
Messiah's coming 

Q HOW WAS CHRIST'S DIVINE SONSHIP 
ANNOUNCED? 

Before the birth of Jesus, an angel announced to the 
virgin Mary that the Son to be born to her was the Son 
of God. 

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou 
hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt con- 
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ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call 
his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: . . . And the angel 
answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God. — Luke 1 : 30-32, 35. 

The heavenly messenger made it clear to Mary that 
she was to become a mother, and that God Himself was 
to be the father of the Holy Child. Here are the angel's 
words: "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee." 

When Jesus was born, the Father recognized the ad- 
vent of His Son in human flesh by sending the angel 
choir to sing the thrilling announcement: 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. . . . For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. — Luke 
2:14,11. 

f\ WHO IS THE SUPREME REVELATION OF 
GOD TO MEN? 

Throughout the New Testament the coming of Jesus 
to this earth is hailed as the supreme revelation of God 
to men. The incarnation of Christ has been said to be 
the most stupendous fact in the history of the world, 
and in it we have God's answer to man's desire to see 
God and know Him. The apostle John refers to Christ 
as the eternal Word and says that He became flesh: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the begin- 
ning with God. All things were made by him; and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was made. . . . 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth. — John 1:1-3, 14. 

And again the apostle writes: 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath de- 
clared him. — John 1 :18. 

Paul tells us that the coming of Christ to this earth in 
human form was a manifestation of God to men. 

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness; 
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory. — 1 Timothy 3:16. 

God is revealed to men through His Son, One who is 
of the same divine nature as God, but who appeared on 
earth as a man "in the flesh/' To know Christ, the Son 
of God, is to know God the Father, for God is like 
Christ. 

One evening after Dr. William Spurgeon of Wales 
had delivered a lecture, a kindly old gentleman ap- 
proached him and said: "Dr. Spurgeon, I am glad to 
meet you. I am the father of Henry Drummond." 

"Oh, then," said Spurgeon, "I already know you, for 
I know your son so well." 

Even so, God the Father has been revealed to men by 
His Son. Jesus Himself said to Philip: 

He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. ... If ye 
had known me, ye should have known my Father also: 
and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. — 
John 14:9, 7. 



So "Emmanuel, God with us" means that God's Son 
lived with us in our world. What a stupendous thought 
it is that God should be "manifest in the flesh . . . 
believed on in the world"! 

gg DID CHRIST DWELL WITH THE FATHER 
BEFORE COMING TO THIS EARTH? 

In one of the prayers that Christ offered while here on 
earth, He revealed that He had been with God the Father 
from eternity. 

And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self 
with the glory which I had with thee before the world 
was. . . . Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world. — John 17:5, 24. 

You see, Christ was with the Father "before the foun- 
dation of the world." He was with the Father "before 
the world was/' Long before Jesus was born in Bethle- 
hem, the prophet Isaiah had said that God's Son lived 
and that He would come to this earth as a child. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder : and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. — Isaiah 9:6. 

Christ shares with His Father the divine nature. God 
the Father refers to Christ as "the man that is my fellow" 
(Zechariah 13:7), that is, His equal, His associate. His 
"goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." 
Micah 5:2. "Unto the Son he [the Father] saith, Thy 
Throne, O God, is for ever and ever." Hebrews 1:8. 

While Jesus was on earth He demonstrated His rela- 
tionship to the Father by His Godlike ■ attributes and un- 
selfish service. In this way He sought to attract people 
to the true worship. 

The works . . . that I do, bear witness to me, that the 
Father hath sent me. — John 5:36. 

And, dear student, as you become better acquainted 
with Christ you will discover that one great purpose of 
His coming to earth was to reveal God the Father and 
to show that He is just as worthy of your love as is Jesus, 
because His love is the same. 

"He [Jesus] gives me my clearest picture of God, for 
in Him I find united those qualities for which my heart 
cries out in ultimate reality — supreme love, perfect 
righteousness, and above all an unwearying patience 
that no disappointment can discourage and no failure 
dismay." — Treasury of the Christian Faith, p. 89. 

0 WHO LED ISRAEL IN OLD TESTAMENT 
TIMES? 

The facts we have mentioned reveal that Christ must 
have lived in Old Testament times just as certainly as in 
New Testament times. We see Him all through the 
Bible. Paul says that He was the "spiritual Rock" that 
followed the children of Israel in their journey from 
Egypt. 

Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ig- 
norant, how that all our fathers were under the c!oud, 
and all passed through the sea; and were all baplized 
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat 
the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spir- 
itual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that 
followed them: and that Rock was Christ. — 1 Corinthians 
10:1-4. 
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Christ personally guided the nation of Israel during 
their exodus from Egyptian slavery (about 1500 B.C.) 
and while they were wandering in the desert wilderness. 
The pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud that guided Is- 
rael during their long journey (Exodus 13:21, 22) repre- 
sented the Presence of Him who said: 

I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not. walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. — 
John 8:12. 

The water that flowed from the rock was a symbol of 
Christ, who is the Water of life. (Exodus 17:6; Numbers 
20:11; John 4:14.) 

The manna which Israel ate for forty years in their wil- 
derness wanderings was given to remind them of the 
Life-giver, who said: 

Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my 
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the 
bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world, . • . / am the living bread 
which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world. — John 6:32, 33, 51. 

Jesus spoke publicly to the Jews of His existence prior 
to Abraham, the founder of the nation of Israel (about 
2000 B.C.). He declared: 

Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he 
saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou 
art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Before Abraham was, I am. — John 8:56-58. 

Here Christ used the name by which He had revealed 
Himself to Moses, "I AM THAT I AM." Exodus 3:14. 
This means that Jesus lives always — not only "yesterday 
and to day," but "yesterday . . . and for ever." Hebrews 
13:8. He is a present help in time of need. He is the eter- 
nal I AM. So, you see, Christ lives in all the Bible — in 
the Old as well as the New Testament. 

"Did you ever see one of those puzzle pictures on 
which you were told to discover the face of a man, or 
some object? You turned it this way and that, and finally, 
there you suddenly saw it, just as plain as day, and won- 
dered why you had not seen it before! The great face in 
the Bible is that of Jesus. He is the supreme object of 
the Scriptures. 'Search the scriptures; . . . they . . . testify 
of me.' John 5:39. 

"Like the scarlet thread that runs through every inch 
of rope in the British navy, like the melody of a beauti- 
ful song, like the theme of a great masterpiece, so is Jesus 
in the Scriptures. He is the author and the hero, the be- 
ginning and the ending of your Holy Bible." — Bible 
Readings for the Home (Revised 1949), p. 35. 

0 CHRIST'S COMING FORETOLD BY THE 
PROPHETS 

David, the king of Israel, who lived in the eleventh 
century B.C., was a prophet of God. By inspiration he 
wrote of Christ's promise to come to this earth: 

Then said I, ho, I come: in the volume of the book it is 
written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, 
thy law is within my heart. — Psalm 40:7, 8. 

The coming of the Son of God in the flesh was the 
central theme of all the Old Testament prophets; for ex- 
ample — 
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I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the earth. . . . And this is his name whereby 
he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
— Jeremiah 23:5, 6. (See also Genesis 3:15; 49:10; 
Numbers 24:17; Daniel 7:13; Zechariah 6:12; Malachi 
3:1.) 

During the Old Testament times, the faithful children 
of God lived in continual expectation of Christ's advent. 
The prophet Haggai (2:7) calls Him "the desire of all 
nations," and we add, "of all ages." His coming had been 
the one hope to which the people of God had clung for 
redemption from evil, for a way of escape from the bond- 
age of sin. The Son of God had said, "I come." And He 
did come — voluntarily! After many centuries of hope 
and expectation, "when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman." Galatians 
4:4. Bethlehem testifies to the coming of Christ to our 
world in human flesh. 

Christ Jesus . . . being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men, — Philippians 2:5-7. 
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The Hope of the World 

0 HOW DOES CHRIST UNITE GOD AND MAN? 

During His ministry in this world, Jesus revealed His 
great purpose to reconcile man to God. He came to 
earth to bring man and God into a father-son relation- 
ship. He was set apart to be mans Saviour. 

And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the truth. • . . That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us: that the world may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me. — John 17:19, 21. 

Sin has separated man from God. ADVENTIST 
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Your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he 
will not hear. — Isaiah 59:2. 

But through Christ, the Father is able to bring His 
wandering children back into fellowship with Himself. 

Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save; neither Jhis ear heavv, that it cannot hear. — Isaiah 
59:1. 

Jacobs ladder (Genesis 28:10-12) represents the bridg- 
ing of the gulf made by sin. When Christ left the realms 
of glory to become a man and to die on the cross for our 
sins, He spanned the gulf between earth and heaven, be- 
tween humanity and divinity. He Himself is the ladder 
between man and God, bringing man up to God and God 
down to man. John 1:51. Upon Him we may climb to 
the highest heaven! Jesus is the way, the truth, and the 
life. No man comes to the Father except through Him. 
John 14:6. But all may come to Him and be saved. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, 
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved. — -John 3:16,17. 

Q HOW MAY WE RELATE OURSELVES TO 
THE SON OF GOD? 

Peter expressed the faith of Christ's disciples when 
with deep feeling he said: 

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. — Matthew 
16:16. 

The Ethiopian eunuch revealed his faith in Christ 
when he exclamed: 

/ believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. — Acts 8 :37. 



This Ethiopian's words represent the faith of millions 
of Christians down through the centuries who have be- 
lieved in the divine sonship of Jesus. Read Acts 8:37 
prayerfully. If you can sincerely say the last ten words 
of that verse, you have taken the first important step 
in the Christian life. You have placed your feet on the 
ladder that connects earth and heaven. 

Following are a few simple facts of Christian faith 
that will be developed in future lessons and which will 
help you to see how belief in Christ as God s Son, "Em- 
manuel . . . God with us," may affect your life. 

1. The advent of Gods Son in the flesh testifies that 
God may dwell in humanity. 

2. Christ's crystal pure life, ''holy, harmless, undefiled" 
(Hebrews 7:26), makes possible to all of us the strength 
of God in our struggle with sin. 

3. His sacrifice on the cross and His glorious resur- 
rection offer hope of victory over death and the grave. 

4. His ascension to heaven at the close of His earthly 
ministry restored Him to His place at the side of His 
Father, where He now serves as our Advocate. He- 
brews 9:24; 1 John 2:1. 

5. He now represents us before God. We have an In- 
tercessor in heaven who understands humanity, for He is 
one of us. He also understands God, for He is one with 
the Father. This divine-human Christ is our Saviour 
and Friend. To believe in Him is to be accepted by the 
Father. To accept Him as Lord and Saviour is to place 
our feet upon the path that leads to peace here and to 
eternal life hereafter. 

As the light of Christ's beautiful life shines upon your 
pathway, you will say, "He is truly the Light of my life 
and the Light of the whole world." 



Lesson 4 Will Answer These Questions: * 
HOW DID JESUS SPEND HIS CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH? 
IN WHAT KIND OF A TOWN WAS JESUS REARED? 
DOES JESUS HAVE A MESSAGE FOR YOUTH TODAY? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Mystery of Emmanuel 
Test Questions — Lesson 3 Registration No. 

Write the three correct words in the blanks below: 

Emmanuel means " ; " 

n List five names given to Mary's Son, which are found in Luke 1:30-32,35 
and Luke 2:11. 

1 

2. 

3 

4 

5 : ; 

Q After each true statement, write "Yes" in the blank; if false, write "No." 

1. Jesus came to this earth to reveal God to men 

2. John speaks of Jesus as the Word of God 

3. Jesus is both human and divine 

|gf In section 3 of your lesson there are six texts which show that Jesus existed 
before He was born on this earth. List three from the Old Testament and 
three from the New Testament. 

Old Testament New Testament 

1 - 1 

2 2 

3 3 

P| Fill in the following blanks : 

1. Paul calls Christ a spiritual 

2. "I am the of the world." 

3. "I am the living which came down from heaven." 

4. "Before Abraham was, " 

5. " the same yesterday, and to day, and 

for ever." 

ADVENTIST {n . 
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gj Underline the correct answer to the following question^ 

Did the Old Testament prophets expect the Son of God to come to 
this earth? Yes No 



0 



Fill in the blanks below : 

1. Jesus' great purpose was to reconcile man to 

2. separates us from God. 

3. The only way to come to God the Father is through 

4. Through the Son we may have everlasting 

Write "True" or "False" in the blank after the statement below: 

Belief in Jesus as the Son of God is the first important step in the 
Christian life. 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



■ These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson, 

i If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 

I section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 

| ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 

I to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. 'May God bless 

I you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 

L . 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) — ~ 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street - 



Rural Route No Rural Route Box No. P. O. Box No 

City _ , State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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LESSON 4 



The Childhood and Youth of Jesus 

And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. — Matthew 2:23. 



The town of Nazareth where Jesus spent His child- 
hood and youth is about 70 miles north of Jerusalem. 
It is situated on a large hill (Luke 4:29) overlooking 
the Plain of Esdraelon with the beautiful Carmel Moun- 
tains and the Mediterranean Sea in the distance. Its 
modern name is Al-Nasira. The Christians of Palestine 
are still known as Al-Nasara. Not much is recorded in 
the New Testament about Jesus' early years at Naz- 
areth, but the Gospel writers give us a few clues that 
are all we need. 

In Lesson 2 Jesus was being taken by His parents 
into Egypt just in time to escape death at the command 
of King Herod. Let us now join them in the land of 
the Nile as they wait for some divine token that they 
should return to Palestine. 

Q WHO APPEARED TO JOSEPH IN A DREAM? 

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appear eth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 
Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go 
into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought 
the young child's life. — Matthew 2:19, 20. 

When Joseph learned that Herod was dead, he 
immediately made plans to return to his homeland. 
He and Mary gathered together their few possessions 
and, with the young Child, started the journey back 
to Palestine. As we watch them traveling over the 
caravan trails, we see that the parents are thinking 
and talking about the future, for the safety and wel- 
fare of the wonderful Child entrusted to their care is 
their great concern. 

The return of the family from Egypt was foretold 
in prophecy seven centuries before Christ was born. 
"I . . . called my son out of Egypt," God had declared 
through His prophet Hosea (11:1). He did not forget 
His Son in Egypt, nor the earthly parents of that Holy 
Child. At just the right moment the angel spoke to 
Joseph in a dream, telling him that King Herod was 
dead and that the time had come for them to return 
to Palestine. 



g TO WHAT PLACE DID JOSEPH AND HIS 
FAMILY RETURN? 

As they journeyed homeward to Palestine, a second 
message came to Joseph warning him to avoid the 
province of Judea and go north into Galilee. 

And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, 
and came into the land of Israel, But when he heard that 
Archelaus did reign in Judea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being 
warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts 
of Galilee. — Matthew 2 :21, 22. 
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Nazareth, where Jesus spent His boyhood 

Joseph had planned to return to Bethlehem in the 
province of Judea, for that was his ancestral city 
(Luke 2:1-4), but when he heard that Archelaus, the 
villainous son of Herod, sat on the throne, he went 
north "into the parts of Galilee." This was familiar 
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country, for he and Mary had lived in Nazareth of 
Galilee before the birth of Jesus. So they returned to 
"their own city Nazareth." Luke 2:39. Matthew tells 
us that "he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the proph- 
ets, He shall be called a Nazarene." Matthew 2:23. 

a THE CHILD GROWS IN STATURE AND 

WISDOM 

When Joseph and Mary arrived at Nazareth they 
must have felt as we do today when returning home 
after a long, hard journey. They were glad to be 
back! Joseph, being a carpenter, turned his attention 
to his shop and tools, while Mary applied herself to 
the joyful task of caring for her simple little home 
and the young child Jesus. 

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. — 
Luke 2:40. 

Jesus passed from infancy to childhood as any nor- 
mal child would. His mind was active, He was thought- 
ful and wise, patient and courteous, true to principle, 
loyal to God, and obedient to His parents. He had a 
pleasant disposition and a spotless character. Although 
Nazareth was a traders' town notorious for its wicked- 
ness, He was not influenced by the sin all about Him. 
Jesus was alarmed as He saw men openly transgress the 
laws of God, and He determined that as far as He was 
concerned He would rather die than violate His con- 
science. So He committed Himself fully to God and to 
a life of righteousness. 

Qj DID JESUS RECEIVE A FORMAL EDUCA- 
TION? 

During His ministry the question was asked con- 
cerning Jesus: 

How knoweth this man letters, having never learned? 
—John 7:15. 

Christ received no formal education in the rabbinical 
schools, yet during His lifetime He acquired a general 
knowledge and wisdom that made Him the world's 
greatest teacher. His mother was His first human in- 
structor, and from her lips He learned the will of God 
through the Old Testament Scriptures. 

And Jesus was a student of nature. The country 
around Nazareth was rugged and beautiful. He breathed 
the pure air and basked in the warm sunshine that fell 
on the mountain meadows. Through God's vast creation 
He learned of the heavenly Father's power, wisdom, 
and love. As He studied, He stored this knowledge in His 
heart to be used later when He would begin His public 
work. The education which Jesus received in this way 
was of greater value than the traditions and human 
philosophy taught in the synagogue schools. 

Dean Farrar makes this observation: 

"The language which our Lord . . . spoke was Ara- 
maic; and at that period Hebrew was completely a dead 
language, known only to the more educated, and only 
to be acquired by labor: yet it is clear that Jesus was 
acquainted with it, for some of His Scriptural quota- 
tions directly refer to the Hebrew original. Greek, 



too, He must have known, for it was currently spoken 
in towns so near His home as . . . Caesarea and Tiber- 
ias. ... Whether He was acquainted with Latin is much 
more doubtful, though not impossible." — The Life of 
Christ, p. 48. 

gj WHAT TRIP DID JESUS MAKE WHEN 
TWELVE YEARS OLD? 

At the age of twelve, Jesus joined His parents in a 
never-to-be-forgotton visit to Jerusalem. 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the 
feast of the passover. And when he teas twelve years old, 
they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 
—Luke 2:41,42. 

Think of how Jesus must have felt making His first 
trip to the big city so many long miles away from 
Nazareth. Having passed from childhood into youth, 
He now wore a different kind of clothes and had 
greater responsibilities. At the age of twelve a Hebrew 
boy was called "a son of the law" and also "a son of 
God." The Passover was one of the three annual 
religious festivals of the Jews and was well attended. 
Peasants and noblemen, princes and servants, joined in 
the procession that approached Jerusalem from all di- 
rections. Mary and Joseph were accustomed to attend 
the Passover feast every year, so when Jesus reached 
the age of twelve He was allowed to go with them. 
This trip to Jerusalem is the only event recorded in the 
life of Christ from the time of His return from Egypt 
until His baptism at the age of thirty. 

And what was the significance of the Passover? 
This feast of the Jews, which lasted about a week, was 
a commemorative event. Its celebration every year 
reminded them of Gods deliverance of their nation 
from Egyptian slavery. (Read Exodus 12.) Like the 
independence day celebrated in many countries, the 
Passover festival represented Israels emancipation from 
Egyptian bondage. 

On the night that the children of Israel left Egypt 
and began the long journey to Canaan a divine judg- 
ment fell upon the Egyptians, the slaying of the first- 
born. Gods people were instructed to sprinkle the door- 
posts of their dwellings with the blood of a slain lamb. 
Then, when the destroying angel passed over and saw 
the sign of the blood, the first-born within was safe. 
Death struck only those homes where there was no blood. 
This blood was symbolic of the sacrificial blood of 
Christ which He would shed to deliver us from sin. 
He was the true Lamb of God. And those who believe 
"shall be saved from wrath through him." Romans 5:9. 
The lamb, after it was roasted, was to be eaten with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 

And thus shall ye eat it [God said] ; with your loins girded, 
your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand ; and 
ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord's passover. — Exo- 
dus 12:11. 

So Israel was spared through the mercy of God and 
left Egypt an independent nation. 

g JESUS SEPARATED FROM HIS PARENTS 

For about a week Jesus and His parents joined with 
the worshipers in the Passover celebration. Then the 
time came for them to return to Nazareth. 



And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, 
the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph 
and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him 
to have been in the company, went a day's journey. — 
Luke 2:43, 44. 

Why do you suppose Jesus stayed behind in Jeru- 
salem? He must have been fascinated by the Passover 
services in the temple. At least, He did not remain 
with His parents, whose minds were perhaps occupied 
more with the ceremonies themselves than with their 
meaning. As Jesus saw the Passover lamb sacrificed 
by the priest, we can imagine that the significance of 
the ceremony began to dawn upon His mind. He saw 
Himself represented by the slain lamb. Probably for 
the first time His work as man's Saviour began to open 
before Him. 

Later, when Jesus began His public ministry, John 
the Baptist referred to Him as "the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. 
This has meaning to us because, as Peter later said: 

Me were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, . . . but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. — 1 Peter 
1:18,19. 

After leaving Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary discov- 
ered that Jesus was not with them. 

But they, supposing him to have been in the company, 
went a day's journey; and they sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him 
not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him, 
—Luke 2:44, 45. 

Can you imagine the thoughts that raced through 
their minds? At the birth of the Christ-child Herod 
had tried to kill Him, and no doubt they thought 
that He might have been destroyed now by some 
enemy of God. Frightened at the possibility, they 
retraced their steps and began to look for Him every- 
where. Their hearts were filled with foreboding, and 
they were angry with themselves for having been so 
occupied with friends and the pleasures of the occasion 
that they had lost sight of their precious Son. 



WHERE WAS JESUS FOUND? 



B 

Finally, after a long search, the parents of Jesus found 
Him in the temple school where He was discussing 
religion with the rabbis. 

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in 
the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking 
them questions. And all that heard him were astonished 
at his understanding and answers. — Luke 2:46, 47. 

When the rabbis questioned Jesus, His brilliant answers 
amazed them. Could it be that He, in turn, questioned 
those scholarly men about the Old Testament prophecies 
which pointed to the sufferings and death of the Lamb 
of God? (See Isaiah 53.) The Jews were expecting 
the Messiah to come and free them from the Romans. 
Jesus doubtless directed their minds to the words of the 
prophets which describe the humility and sacrifice of the 
world's Redeemer. 

When Joseph and Mary found Jesus in the temple 
school, they reprimanded Him. 

And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his 
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt 
with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye 
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sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business? And they understood not the saying 
which he spake unto them. — Luke 2:48-50. 

These are the first recorded words of Christ, "I must 
be about my Fathers business." God was His Father, 
and He was faithfully attending to His Father's busi- 
ness. But Mary and Joseph had neglected their duty 
as protectors of the young Jesus and therefore had 
lost Him. 

What a lesson for us! The reason we lose the Light 
of life from our lives is that we do not take time to be 
alone with God. How manv there are who make the 
mistake of assuming that a mere round of ceremonies 
constitutes religion and that secret communion with God 
is unimportant. But such mechanical worship is not 
acceptable to Him. True religion means fellowship with 
the Creator. It touches the heart and changes the life. 
If we will make it a practice to pray and read the Bible 
every day — not just one day a week — we shall have 
Jesus with us to brighten every step of the way. It is 
our sincere desire that this Bible course will help make 
religion a living, personal experience to you. 

QJ TO WHAT PLACE DID THE REUNITED 
FAMILY RETURN? 

And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all 
these sayings in her heart. — Luke 2:51. 
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The boy Jesus disputes with the doctors in the temple 

The return journey to Nazareth was made without 
event. For eighteen years after this Passover visit, 
Jesus applied Himself to the task of preparing for 
His ministry. His training was not acquired, however, 
in a parochial school or a theological seminary. By 
faithfully discharging the duties of a son, a workman, 
and a citizsn; by studying the Scriptures with His 
godly mother and learning lessons from the book of 
nature, He acquired an understanding of truth that 
fitted Him for His mission in the world. ADVENTIST 
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El IN WHAT FOURFOLD WAY DID JESUS 
DEVELOP? 

The Bible describes the youthful development of Jesus 
in a few simple but meaningful words: 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man, — Luke 2:52* 

He grew intellectually ("wisdom"), physically ("stat- 
ure"), spiritually ("favor with God"), socially ("and 
man"). In this text we have the only clue to the life 
of Jesus during the eighteen years between the Passover 
visit to Jerusalem (when He was twelve) and His bap- 
tism in the Jordan River (when He was about thirty — 
Luke 3:23), but the following facts are obvious: 

1. The parents of Jesus were poor. Jesus under- 
stood the meaning of humility and self-sacrifice. He 
had to work hard to help Joseph make a living for 
the family. His was an industrious life, and there 
were no idle moments to indulge in the pleasures 
of sin. 

2. Nazareth was a wicked place. The world's Re- 
deemer was not reared in what we would call a 
church town. The inhabitants of Nazareth were notor- 
ious for their wickedness. This is proved by the 
proverbial saying, "Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?" John 1:46. But Jesus came out 
of Nazareth — and He was good. This shows that it 
is possible by Gods grace to live a blameless life in 
the midst of temptation, poverty, and adversity. In 
fact, these things aid in developing a righteous char- 
acter. 

3. Jesus was an obedient son. Concerning the 
attitude of Jesus toward His parents, the Scripture 
says that He "was subject unto them." Just think! 
He had been the Commander of heaven. The angels 
had found their keenest delight in obeying His will. 
But now He was a humble youth in a small village, 
subject to His earthly parents. He worked in a car- 
penter shop and learned a trade. (Mark 6:3.) His dress 
was that of the common laborer. Though He was 



divine, He did not draw upon His supernatural power to 
lighten the load that He carried as a man. 

4. Jesus was a perfect workman. In every way 
Christ was a perfect man. Not only was He perfect 
in physical form and character, but He did perfect 
work as a carpenter. No slovenliness or carelessness was 
seen in His workmanship. His hands were calloused and 
His muscles firm and solid. His example is a lesson to 
the world that physical labor is honorable. It teaches 
that carpenters and farmers and housewives who are 
faithful in their everyday duties are honored of Heaven. 

5. Jesus was a pattern for youth. There would be no 
juvenile delinquency today if all the young people 
would follow the example of Jesus. In His home fife 
He set the example for all children and youth to follow. 
He taught that humble work is a blessing and that 
labor is intended for man's good. 

One of the most important lessons we can learn 
from Jesus' hidden years at Nazareth is that a truly 
great man is always humble. J. Whitcomb Brougher 

said: 

"True greatness can be humble without loss of power 
or dignity. Jesus stooped to conquer. The extreme 
simplicity of Christ's conduct is as difficult to follow as 
is the greatness of His character. How simply, and how 
beautifully, does the character of Jesus shine out in all 
the splendor of His humble service to mankind. . . . Real 
greatness rejoices in the privilege of doing little things 
for the good of others." — Treasury of the Christian 
Faith, p. 383. 

A WORD TO PARENTS: 

Let the youth and children in your home get acquaint- 
ed with Jesus. We know that many of them will want to 
follow Him. Encourage the young people (ages 10-16) 
in your family and in our neighborhood to enroll in 
the Junior Bible Correspondence Course especially pre- 
pared for them. For the first lessons, write to The Voice 
of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California 90053. 



Lesson 5 Will Answer These Questions: 

WHO WAS JOHN THE BAPTIST? 

WHY WAS JESUS BAPTIZED? 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BAPTISM? 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Childhood and Youth of Jesus 
Test Questions — Lesson 4 Registration No, 

Underline the correct word in the following statement: 

Seven hundred years before Jesus was born (Isaiah, Hosea, Haggai) 
prophesied that He would be called out of Egypt. 

Check (7) the correct word to complete the sentence below: 

After returning from Egypt, Joseph and his family settled in 

a. Jeruselem 

b. Bethlehem 

c. Nazareth 

Fill in the blanks below : 

1. Joseph was a by trade. 

2. Jesus was filled with 

3. Nazareth was a very city. 

£J Underline the word which correctly answers each of the following questions 
about Jesus : 

1. Did He attend the Jewish synagogue schools? YES NO 

2. Was He familiar with nature? YES NO 

3. Was He a student of the Scriptures? YES NO 

4. Did He speak Aramaic? YES NO 

5. Was He acquainted with the Hebrew language? YES NO 
g From the following list of words, select the correct one for each blank below: 

Palestine three week thirty four 

Bethlehem twelve Egypt Jerusalem month 

1. Jesus was years old when He attended His first Pass- 
over feast. 

2. The Passover was held at 

3. The Jews observed yearly feasts. 

4. The Passover feast lasted about a 

5. The Passover represented Israel's deliverance from 

J2| Complete the following texts : 

1. "Behold the , which taketh away the 

sin of the world." 

2. "Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 

and '. , . . . but with the precious , 

as of a lamb without blemish and without spot." 
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q|| In which book, chapter, and verse of the Bible are the following words 
found? 

"I must be about my Father s business." 

Underline the correct number in the statement below: 

Jesus lived in Nazareth ( 6 — 18 — 12 ) years after His first 
Passover visit to Jerusalem. 

jgj From Luke 2:52 write the words which show that Jesus' development was: 

1. Intellectual 

2. Physical 

3. Spiritual 

4. Social 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



I These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 

I If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 

I section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 

j ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 

1 to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 

j you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 

! 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street - 

Rural Route No. Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 



City State Zip Code 
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The Baptism of Jesus* 

And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, 
and was baptized of John in Jordan. — Mark 1:9. 



When we last saw Jesus He was busy at the carpen- 
ter's bench in Nazareth. During the eighteen years 
from His Passover visit to Jerusalem until the time of 
His baptism in the Jordan River, Jesus performed the 
ordinary work of a craftsman. In this lesson we see 
how He laid aside His hammer and saw and began an 
entirely new phase of His life. 

News had reached Nazareth of the great revival 
caused by the preaching of John the Baptist. This was 
the prophetic signal (Isaiah 40:3-5) for Jesus to say 
goodby to His mother and make His way with the 
crowds that were traveling southward to the Jordan. 
The time had come for Him to begin His public minis- 
try and, as God's spokesman, to announce to Israel the 
good news of His kingdom! 

Q JESUS PRESENTS HIMSELF TO JOHN 

The Scriptures state that Jesus came to the Jordan 
to be baptized by John. That was the immediate reason 
for His journey from Nazareth. 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, 
to be baptized of him, — Matthew 3:13. 

Not because He was a sinner, was Jesus baptized. He 
was uncorrupted by the sins of Nazareth. He was 
"holy, harmless, undefined." Hebrews 7:26. He sought 
baptism because He wished to identify Himself with 
men and to set an example for all to follow. 

Although we do not know the exact spot where Jesus 
was baptized, we do know that this important event in 
His life took place in the Jordan River not far from the 
city of Jericho, where John the Baptist was preaching 
and baptizing. 

In the original Greek the expression, "in Jordan," 
found in Mark 1:9 reads "into the Jordan." So we see 
that Jesus was taken out into the waters of the Jordan 
to be baptized. 



*For a good preview of this lesson, read the third chapter of Mat- 
thew and Mark 1:1-11. 



"Jesus . . . began to be about thirty years of age" (Luke 
3:23) at the time of His baptism. Thirty years from the 
time of His birth in 4 B.C. would bring us to A.D. 27, the 
year that Jesus was baptized. 

gj WHO WAS JOHN THE BAPTIST? 

John the Baptist, or Baptizer, was the forerunner of 
Christ who was to make the first announcement of His 
kingdom. He was a mighty preacher of righteousness, 




II. ARMS I KONG RUBKK1S 



John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness, "Repent ye: for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Matthew 3:2. 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



and the nation of Israel was stirred by his threefold 
message. He preached (1) repentance, (2) Christ, 
(3) the kingdom of God at hand. Centuries before, 
Isaiah had prophesied that John would come and do 
this work. The prophet spoke of him as a "voice . . . that 
crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord." Isaiah 40:3. John's work made it easier for 
Christ to gain the attention of the multitudes and 
attract them to His wonderful teachings. Being a man 
of strong personality and filled with the Spirit, John 
the Baptist made a powerful impression upon the peo- 
ple. His dress was of camel's hair, his diet simple. 
He rebuked sin and taught the truth in plain, easily 
understood language. 

John's birth was a miracle, but he worked no miracles. 
(John 10:41.) Zacharias his father, and Elisabeth his 
mother were both elderly at the time of his birth. 
(Luke 1:5-25, 36, 37.) Elisabeth and Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, were cousins, and John was born six months 
prior to the birth of Jesus. (Luke 1:26-40, 56, 57.) 
Apparently John and Jesus never became acquainted 
until the time of the baptism in Jordan. John was 
reared in the silent hills of Judea, many miles to the 
south of Nazareth of Galilee, where Jesus spent His 
early life. 

H JOHN HESITATES TO BAPTIZE JESUS 

When Jesus requested John to baptize Him, the 
prophet was doubtful that he was qualified to perform 
that sacred rite. Never before had John perceived such 
purity in any human being. The atmosphere about 
Jesus was awe-inspiring, and John felt himself to be a 
sinner in the presence of this Holy One. The Holy 
Spirit impressed him that He who stood before him was 
the Son of God. How could he baptize the Sinless One? 
And why should Jesus request baptism? He had no 
sins to mar His record. There was no stain of iniquity 
upon His soul. So John, in his humility, suggested that 
the process be reversed and that Jesus baptize him. The 
Scripture reads: 

But John forbad him, saying, / have need to be bap- 
tized of thee, and com est thou to me? And Jesus 
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he 
suffered him. — Matthew 3:14, 15. 

So Jesus was baptized by John. As we study Christ's 
life we see that every act was filled with significance. 
His baptism was intended to teach the lesson that all 
who believe in Him should be baptized as He was. 

Qj WHAT SIGNS MARKED JESUS' BAPTISM? 

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove j and lighting upon him, — Matthew 3:16. 

The Spirit of God in the form of a dove rested upon 
Christ immediately after He came up "out of the water." 
In this way the heavenly Father anointed His Son for 
service. Now Christ would be able to accomplish His 
work of building God's kingdom of righteousness in the 
hearts of men. With the Spirit's presence, He could 
discharge His mission as man's Redeemer. And He 
could also, as John said, "baptize . . . with the Holy 
Ghost." Mark 1:8. Christ later made the promise — which 



was fulfilled at Pentecost — that all who receive Him 
as Lord and Saviour would receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost (Spirit). (John 14:16, 17, 26; 15:26; 16:7-11.) 

Immediately after the Spirit fell upon Christ, the 
Father gave another token of His divine relationship to 
Him. 

And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom 1 am well pleased, — Matthew 3:17. 

Jesus recognized the approving voice of His Father 
in the words, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased." 

Christ was now about to enter upon His public minis- 
try. The spiritual kingdom that He had come to estab- 
lish was not the kind of kingdom the people were look- 
ing for. They were expecting a political Messiah to 
deliver them from Roman bondage. Many would be 
disillusioned by His preaching and teaching. There 
were great conflicts ahead for the Saviour, and the 
heavenly Father desired to encourage and strengthen 
His Son to press forward in His work. Hence the 
Spirit's presence and the voice of Gods approval. The 
Man whom John had baptized was indeed the Messiah, 
the Hope of Israel, and the Light of the world. 

g JOHN ACKNOWLEDGES THE MESSIAH 

These events led John to express his convictions about 
Christ as follows: 

I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he 
that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto 
me, Upon whom thou shall see the Spirit descending, 
and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, antl bare record that 
this is the Son of God, — John 1 :32-34. 

John discerned the Spirit of God resting in dove-like 
form upon Christ. He also heard the voice of the 
Father speaking from heaven, acknowledging Jesus to 
be His Son. By these two signs he recognized the 
identity of Christ the Messiah of whose coming he had 
been preaching. He knew that it was the world's Re- 
deemer whom he had baptized. His faith was expressed 
in his open declaration to the people: 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world. — John 1:29. 

These words of John the Baptist prepared the way 
for many to accept Christ as the Messiah, or Anointed 
One. (See Acts 10:38.) 

gj CLOSING DAYS OF JOHN'S MINISTRY 

During the months that immediately followed the 
baptism and temptation of Christ, the multitudes in 
Judea turned away from John and fixed their attention 
upon the One to whom he had directed them as the 
Son of God. The crowds who followed John became 
smaller and smaller, but the people flocked to hear 
Christ. Many openly acknowledged their loyalty to 
Jesus after hearing Him preach. The disciples of John 
were troubled about this and complained to him. They 
looked with jealousy upon Christ and made it known 
to the Baptist that they did not appreciate the work 
that Jesus was doing. Here is the record: 

And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, 
because there was much water there: and they came, 
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and were baptized. • . • And they came unto John, and 
■aid unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same 
baptizeth, and all men come to him, — John 3:23, 26. 

J ohn was not troubled by their complaints, but rejoiced 
in the Saviours popularity. 

John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, 
except it be given him from heaven. Ye yourselves 
bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but 
that I am sent before him. He that hath the bride is 
the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, 
which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly be- 
cause of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore 
is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease,- — 
John 3:27-30. 

John represented himself to his disciples as the best 
man at a wedding. Such a person helps to prepare 
for the marriage and the feast that follows. In this 
illustration John pointed to Christ as the groom and the 
church as the bride. It was his work to bring Christ 
and the church together in the closest relationship. The 
Baptist had been called to direct the people to Jesus, 
and it was his pleasure to witness the success of the 
Saviours work. "This my joy therefore is fulfilled. He 
must increase, but I must decrease" 

What a lesson we can learn from Johns humility! By 
nature he was a forceful and rugged character, but he 
was willing to put Christ first. Jesus later paid this 
tribute to John: 

What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed 
shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to 
see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they 
which are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are 
in kings 1 courts. But what went ye out for to see? A 
4 prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a 

prophet. This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I 
send my messenger before thy face, which shall pre- 
pare thy way before thee. For I say unto you, Among 
those that are born of women there is not a greater 
prophet than John the Baptist, — Luke 7:24-28. 

An eminent Christian writer said: "The nature of 
St. John the Baptist was full of impetuosity and fire. 
The long struggle which had given him so powerful a 
mastery over himself— which had made him content 
with self-obliteration before the presence of his Lord — 
which had inspired him with fearlessness in the face of 
danger, and humility in the midst of applause — had left 
its traces in the stern character, and aspect, and teach- 
ing of the man. . . . His very teaching reflected the 
imagery of the wilderness — the rock, the serpent, the 
barren tree. Tn his manifestation and agency,' it has 
been said, 'he was like a burning torch; his public life 
was quite an earthquake — the whole man was a sermon; 
he might well call himself a voice — the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord/ " — Dean Farrar, Life of Christ, p. 111. 

Some time after the baptism of Jesus, John was im- 
prisoned by Herod the Tetrarch. The historian Flavius 
Josephus tells us that John's imprisonment was in the 
fortress of Machaerus near the north end of the Dead 
Sea. John had rebuked the adulterous life of this evil 
ruler and he paid for his fearless act with his life; but 
in the face of death he received a cheering message 
from Christ. (Matthew 14:1-12; 11:2-6.) 

. In the death of John, Jesus must have seen a token 
of the gathering tempest that was to grow darker and 
more violent until He Himself would be crucified upon 
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the cross. The same hatred of righteousness and truth 
that caused the wicked Herod to take the head of 
John the Baptist was responsible later for the cruel 
death of Jesus. 

Q BAPTISM A CHRISTIAN ORDINANCE 

Not long after His baptism, Jesus began to gather 
about Him a group of twelve men who became His 
disciples. Later He ordained them and they baptized 
as John had. (John 3:22; 4:2.) Thus Christ set His 
approval on the Baptists work. After His death and 
resurrection Jesus gave this special group the command 
to go into all the world and make disciples, first teach- 
ing, then baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. (Matthew 28:18-20.) Only 
those who accepted the Lordship of Jesus, His words 
and teachings and* saving power, and who gave evidence 
of repentance, were to be baptized. That command of 
Christ is still in force today and will be until the end 
of the world. Here are His words: 

Go ye therefore, and t*^aoh all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: , • . and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. — Matthew 28:19, 20. 
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QJ WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM? 

Baptism represents a threefold experience in the 
Christian life: death, burial, and resurrection. Paul 

said: 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? There- 
fore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life, — Romans 6:3,4. 

To be buried with Christ in baptism signifies: (1) 
death to the selfish, carnal nature; (2) a spiritual res- 
urrection, walking "in newness of life"; (3) the con- 
sent of the mind and heart to follow the example of 
Jesus in all things that He commands. As we think 
about these three facts, it becomes clear that immersion 
perfectly represents this experience of death, burial, 
and resurrection to a new life. Our English word 
"baptize" comes from a Greek word which means "to 
dip" or "to immerse." 

Before one is baptized as a follower of Christ, he 
ought to know what the Bible teaches so that his 
belief can be intelligent. He ought also to know in 
whom he believes. A mere profession of Christianity 
will save no man, even if he is baptized. Christianity 
is a life, not simply a religious philosophy. That life 
is Christ's life, which through the gospel is to be re- 
produced in the Christian. You, dear friend, may live 
that life through faith in Jesus as your personal Saviour. 

If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. . . . For 
the scripture saith, Whosoever belie veth on him shall 
not be ashamed, — Romans 10:9, 11. 



God acknowledges as His sons and daughters all who 
are baptized as Jesus was, with an intelligent under- 
standing of the meaning of baptism and a true heart 
experience with God. To all who would follow the 
Lord in baptism, the following promise is made: 

Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, — Acts 2:38. 

Then God's word is fulfilled: 

As many as received him, to them gave he the right to 
become children of God, even to them that believe on 
his name. — John 1:12, A.R.V. 

When an old Christian who had experienced much 
joy in his life was asked about the happiest day of 
his life, he said, "It was the day on which I was bap- 
tized." 

A few of the New Testament characters who followed 
their Lord in baptism are: ( 1 ) The believers at Pente- 
cost — Acts 2:41; (2) the converts in Samaria — Acts 8:12; 
(3) the Ethiopian eunuch— Acts 8:38; (4) Saul of 
Tarsus, who became Paul the apostle — Acts 9:18; (5) 
the Corinthians— Acts 18:8; (6) the disciples at Ephesus 
— Acts 19:1-5; and (7) the household of Stephanas — 1 
Corinthians 1:16. 

May we all show the willing spirit of the Ethiopian 
eunuch, who said: 

See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 
And Philip said, If thou bet ie vest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest. And he answered and said, / believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, And he commanded the chariot 
to stand still; and they went down both into the water, 
both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. — Acts 
8:36-38. 
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HOW DID JESUS OVERCOME SATAN AND SIN? 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Baptism of Jesus 

Test Questions ■ — Lesson 5 
J Fill in the following blanks: 

1. Jesus was baptized in the . 

2. Jesus was baptized by . 

3. He was about years of age when He was bap- 
tized. 

4. He was baptized as an for us. 

After each of the following statements about John the Baptist that is true, 
write "Yes"; if false, write "No." 

1. John prepared the way for Christ. 

2. He preached a message of repentance 

3. He preached that the kingdom of God was at hand. 

4. He preached Christ. 

5. He worked miracles. 

|g| Fill in the blanks with the words missing from the following text: 

"But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be . 

of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto 

him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to 

all 

Where in the Bible are the following statements found? 

1. "And he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him." 

2. "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 



|gj Underline the word which correctly answers the following question: 

Did John know that he had baptized the Son of God? YES NO 

£3| In the blanks below write the seven words of John which showed his 
great humility : 



Q In what three names did Jesus command that we be baptized? 

1 .. 

2. 

3 
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QJ What threefold experience in the Christian life is represented by 
baptism by immersion? 



1 



2. 



3. 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



I These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. j 

I If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by i 

j section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- j 

ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 

| to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless j 

I you as you write. We are praying for YOU. ( 

L ! 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No. Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City ; State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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The Temptation in the Wilderness 

And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness, being forty days tempted of the devil. And 
in those days he did eat nothing. — Luke 4:1, 2. 



Today we will take an unusual journey. We will 
follow the footsteps of Jesus into the wilderness 
of temptation, a wild and desolate country rising west- 
ward from the valley through which the Jordan River 
flows. Tradition points to a mountain seven miles north- 
west of Jericho as the scene of His temptation. It is 
called Mt. Quarantania in allusion to His forty-day 
fast. 

This forsaken country, known as the Wilderness of 
Juclea, was probably uninhabited except for wild beasts. 
In this hilly land of stone and sand Christ endured a 
period of great temptation. John A. Broadus, a great 
Bible student and teacher, says that, "familiar as we 
are with the simple narrative, it presents one of the 
most wonderful, mysterious, and awful scenes of the 
world's history." 

Jesus had no contact with any human being during 
His forty-day fast. He was alone in the wilderness 
save for the presence of Satan who tormented Him, 
and angels who strengthened Him to endure. Alone 
Jesus became the conqueror over Satan and sin, and 
His wilderness conflict and victory are Heaven's assur- 
ance of our own victory over evil. "In that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted'' Hebrews 2:18. 

The best protection against temptation is faith in 
Christ. His victory over temptation is our pledge of 
triumph in the battle with sin. (Those who are strug- 
gling with temptation will find wonderful help by read- 
ing the first chapter of James.) Let us now follow 
Jesus into the wilderness experience. 

Q WHO LED CHRIST INTO THE WILDER- 
NESS? 

Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil. And when he had fasted 
forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an 
hungred. — Matthew 4:1,2. 

*For a good Scriptural preview of this lesson, read Matthew 4:1-11 
and Luke 4:1-13. 



Jesus did not go deliberately and of His own accord 
into the wilderness to be tempted. He was providen- 
tially led there so that He could be alone to think about 
His work and pray over His future plans. By fasting 
and prayer He sought to prepare Himself to travel the 
hard road that lay ahead. When Satan saw that Christ 
was alone in the wilderness, he took advantage of the 
opportunity to tempt Him. 
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The Mount of Temptation 

During this period of nearly six weeks, Jesus engaged 
in the most terrible conflict of His life, with the excep- 
tion of His struggle in the Garden of Gethsemane over 
three years later. Even Moses and Elijah, both of whom 
fasted forty days, did not pass through so trying an 
experience. 
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Think of the suffering that Christ endured. First, He 
was alone with the wild beasts and the poisonous snakes 
of the desert hills. Second, He was without food of 
any kind for forty long days. Third, He was approached 
personally by the devil, who presented to Him the most 
cunning temptations at a time when He was weak and 
suffering from extreme hunger. 

0 WHAT WAS THE FIRST TEMPTATION? 

When Satan came to Christ with the first of three 
great temptations, he suggested that He satisfy His 
appetite. He challenged Jesus to prove that He was 
the Son of God by changing the desert stones into bread 
and appeasing His hunger. 

And when the tempter came to him, he said, // thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread* But he answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. — Matthew 
4:3,4. 

The tempter probably appeared as a messenger of 
light in order to deceive Christ. (See 2 Corinthians 
11:14, 15.) Jesus was emaciated and weakened from 
His long fast. Body, mind, and spirit had been tested 
to the limit. Taking unfair advantage of this situation, 
Satan came suddenly upon Christ, tempting Him first 
to doubt His divine Sonship, and then to satisfy His 
appetite. 

"The first Adam/' said Dwight L. Moody, "was 
tempted in the garden, and fell; the second Adam in 
the wilderness, and He came off victorious." Appetite 
was the basis of Adam s temptation in the Garden of 
Eden; it was also the basis for Christ's temptation in 
the Judean wilderness. As one writer has said: "Just 
where the ruin began, the work of our redemption must 
begin. As by the indulgence of appetite Adam fell, so 
by the denial of appetite Christ must overcome." 

For thousands of years the descendants of Adam had 
indulged appetite and passion until they had no power 
to resist the temptation to intemperance and impurity. 
In order to save man from the slavery of fleshly lust, 
Christ, "the last Adam," endured nearly six weeks of 
starvation. In our behalf He exercised a self-control so 
strong that all the power of Satan could not break His 
will. 

In order to understand the conflict that Christ endured, 
let us get a picture of the powerful adversary who 
tempted Him. It was Satan, a real being, a fallen 
angel who was "cast out" of heaven. ( Revelation 12:7-9. ) 
Jesus Himself said concerning him, "I beheld Satan as 
lightning fall from heaven." Luke 10:18. He was cre- 
ated a beautiful sinless angel — Lucifer, Son of the Morn- 
ing — not a monster with hoofs and horns. God did not 
make a devil. Lucifer made himself a devil when he 
chose to indulge pride and vanity. Of him the Lord 
said: 

Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfeet 
in beauty. — Ezekiel 28:12. 

Lucifer had stood in the light of God's presence and 
knew much of His plans for His vast universe. The 
prophet Ezekiel said: 



Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that 
thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 
— Ezekiel 28:15. 

Original sin was found in Lucifer, not in God. He 
had said, "I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I will be like the most High." Isaiah 14:14. This envy 
led to open rebellion. God saw fit to remove this sore 
spot from heaven, so Lucifer and his followers (about 
one third of the angels) were cast out of heaven into 
this world. (Revelation 12:3, 4.) It was this powerful 
being who tempted Christ in the wilderness. 

Coming to Christ, Satan suggested that He turn the 
desert stones into bread to satisfy His hunger. The 
enemy revealed his perverse character by his insinua- 
tion of distrust — "If thou be the Son of God," he said. 
Jesus refused to doubt that He was God's Son. Fresh 
in the Saviour's memory were the words of His heavenly 
Father, spoken at His recent baptism: "This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Matthew 
3:17. So Jesus did not weaken. He refused to doubt 
God or to exercise His divine power to provide bread 
for Himself. Jesus met the temptation by quoting the 
Scripture: 

It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
Cod. — Matthew 4:4. 

That was all that was necessary. Satan had no power 
against the "sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, . . . quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword." Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12. The 
adversary was unsuccessful in this first temptation. 

In your struggle against temptation and material 
attractions, remember, student friend, that with God's 
help, spiritual things become stronger than earthly 
allurements. The power of the Word of God is yours 
for victory if you will but read it and hold fast to its 
promises. It is impossible for us in our own strength 
to resist the temptation to indulge in bad habits, but 
"looking unto Jesus," our feet will be directed into 
habits of righteousness and we shall overcome. 

A company of young soldiers was once drilling on 
the main street of a small town. The leader gave orders 
with short, crisp commands, but the young recruits 
stumbled all over themselves. With a note of irritation 
the sergeant barked out: "Quit looking down at your 
feet! Eyes to the front! Your feet will follow your 
eyes!" 

If we will but look up and fasten our eyes upon 
Jesus, our feet will walk in the way of righteousness, 
and we shall find ourselves being drawn toward Him. 
"Be of good cheer;" He says to the struggling soul, "1 
have overcome the world." John 16:33. 

0 HOW DID SATAN NEXT TEMPT CHRIST? 

Satan's next assault upon Christ was a bold and pre- 
sumptuous act. Placing Him upon the pinnacle of the 
temple, he suggested that Christ prove His divine Son- 
ship by casting Himself down to the ground, for if He 
were the Son of God, it could not hurt Him. 
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stretch fertile fields quilted with grain, and orchards 
and vineyards laden with fruit. The scene is one of 
lush prosperity. He listens quietly as Satan says: 



*etteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith 
unto him, // thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: 
for it is written. He shall give his angels charge con- 
cerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee 
up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. — Matthew 4:5-7. 

Satan doubtless would have liked to hurl Christ to 
His death on the pavement below, but he did not have 
the power to do this. So he commanded Jesus to jump 
of His own volition. 

In this temptation the sin of presumption was urged 
upon Jesus. "To presume," from which the word "pre- 
sumption" comes, means "to take upon oneself without 
leave, authority, or warrant; to undertake in rash defi- 
ance, in overconfidence, or in vain hope." 

Satan assured Christ that, according to the Scriptures 
(Psalm 91:11, 12), the angels would hold Him up in 
their arms lest He kill Himself in the fall. "Prove that 
You are the Son of God," Satan commanded. "If You 
are God's Son, the angels will come and protect You." 

The devil is clever at quoting Scripture, but in this 
case he failed to quote it in its proper context. Jesus 
knew that this promise refers only to those who walk 
in God's ways. The Saviour would not have been walk- 
ing in God's ways had He shown such foolhardiness 
and presumption. Nothing could be gained by such an 
exhibition of vanity. Turning upon Satan, He declared: 

It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God. — Matthew 4:7. 

This was really saying. "Thou shalt not make trial of 
the Lord thy God." (A.R.V. ) At the baptism of Jesus, 
God had already testified that Jesus was His Son. Now 
the devil wanted to put God's word to the test. He 
was tempting God, putting God on trial. 

Jesus refused to comply with Satan's demand. Rest- 
ing in the knowledge of His Father's love, He rebuked 
the devil, and by His example taught that we may 
safely trust the Scripture. 

PI WHAT WAS THE FINAL TEMPTATION? 

The third and final inducement to sin that the devil 
held before the Saviour is described in these words: 

Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him, All 
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. — Matthew 4:8-10. 

The scene now changes from the pinnacle of the 
temple in Jerusalem to the summit of an unknown 
mountain. In this final temptation the character of the 
tempter is fully revealed. With all pretense laid aside, 
he offers Christ the supremacy of the world if He will 
only acknowledge the sovereign power of Satan. 

The inducement here held before Jesus is tremen- 
dous. The kingdoms of this world with all their glory 
pass in panoramic view before Him. For forty days He 
has seen nothing but the gloom and desolation of the 
wilderness. Now He beholds the beautiful cities of the 
earth. The sun's rays play upon marble palaces and 



All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: 
for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I 
will I give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all 
shall be thine. — Luke 4:6, 7. 
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Christ banishes the tempter 

But Jesus is not deceived. He knows that Satan was 
lying when he declared that the sovereignty of the 
world was his, and that he could give it to whomsoever 
he would. In the beginning Adam had been appointed 
ruler of this world under God. When Adam sinned, 
Satan usurped that authority; but the world was still 
subject to God. So Christ denies that Satan is the 
supreme ruler of the world. Pointing to His Father in 
heaven, He declares: 

It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve. — Matthew 4:10. 

With that word of authority from the Scriptures, 
Christ orders the enemy of all truth to depart. "Get 
thee hence, Satan," He commands. And with those 
words of authority Satan flees in rage and defeat. 



HOW DID THE TEMPTATION END? 



0 

After the third temptation God directly intervened on 
behalf of His dear Son. 

Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came 
and ministered unto him. — Matthew 4:11. 
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Jesus was exhausted from the fearful ordeal. But the 
Father in heaven was watching. His heart of infinite 
love suffered with His Son. Angels were sent from 
heaven to minister to Him. Then the devil departed 
from Him "for a season." Luke 4:13. This was not by 
any means the last temptation that Jesus encountered, 
but it ended the fierce ordeal of temptation in the 
wilderness. 

[5] TEMPTATIONS THAT COME TO ALL 

Peter tells us that the Christian also meets with temp- 
tation "for a season." 1 Peter 1:6, 7. There may be 
many seasons of temptation in each life before the 
final victory is gained. The apostle John warns us to 
beware of three evils that plague every life. In the 
wilderness temptation Christ overthrew this triumvirate 
of evils that plague the human soul. Here they are: 

Love not the world, neither the things thai are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, 
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but 
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. — 1 John 
2:15-17. 

1. The lust of the flesh can be compared to Jesus' 
first temptation to change the stones into bread to satis- 
fy His hunger. 

2. The lust of the eyes corresponds to the third temp- 
tation when the glory and glamour of the world passed 
before Jesus. 

3. The pride of life is equivalent to the sin of vanity 
and presumption presented in the second temptation. 

H HOW CHRIST OVERCAME TEMPTATION 

Let us now point out the secret of Jesus' decisive 
victory over all temptation. His victory was made up 
of three precious ingredients which we may have when 
we seek God's power over temptation. 

1. Christ looked in faith to the Father for wisdom 
and strength. The prophet Isaiah describes the faith 
that Jesus exercised in His conquest of evil: 

The Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be 
confounded: • . . and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed. • • . Behold, the Lord God will help me; • • • 



Who is among you that feareth the Lord, . . . that 
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let him trust 
in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God. 
— Isaiah 50:7-10. 

The victories that Christ gained through faith in His 
Father we too may gain. So, dear friend, "Have faith 
in God." Mark 11:22. 

2. Christ was kept by the power of the Word. "It is 
written," Christ said to the devil. The Saviour met the 
enemy with the promises and commands of Scripture. 
We are to do the same, as Peter said: 

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises: that by these ye might he partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through Just. — 2 Peter 1:4. 

It was "by every word of God" that Jesus lived. So 
are we to be guided by every verse and every word 
of Scripture. There is power in the Word, but thejre is 
no power in self. The strength of the Bible is ours, 
"Thy word," says the psalmist, "have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against Thee. ... By the 
word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the 
destroyer." Psalm 119:11; 17:4. 

3. Christ was consecrated to God. He came into this 
world for a purpose. The prophet said, "He shall not 
fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the 
earth." Isaiah 42:4. Even at the cost of life itself, He 
determined to save the human race. He counted the 
cost and willingly accepted the pain and sacrifice de- 
manded of Him. Although He had to tread the wine- 
press alone, He pressed forward through the conflict, 
determined that He would not yield an inch to the 
devil. 

We shall never understand how much our redemp- 
tion has cost until we pass through the portals of the 
eternal city of God and stand with our Redeemer be- 
fore God's throne. Then we shall know something of 
the great condescension and love of Jesus which led 
Him to leave the heavenly palaces and come to this 
world to live and die for us. We shall cast our crowns 
at His feet and raise the song of praise and adoration: 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing. — Revelation 5:12. 



Lesson 7 Will Answer These Questions: * l 

WHO WERE THE INTIMATE FRIENDS OF JESUS? 
WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE WERE THEY? 
HOW MAY I BECOME A FRIEND OF CHRIST? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Temptation in the Wilderness 
Test Questions — Lesson 6 

Which chapter of the book of James contains valuable help for 
those struggling with temptation? 

Q Underline the correct word at the end of each statement: 

1. Jesus was led to the wilderness by the Spirit. TRUE FALSE 

2. For forty days He fasted and prayed about His future work. 

TRUE FALSE 

3. Jesus was personally approached by the devil. TRUE FALSE 

4. Satan presented his temptations at a time when Jesus was phys- 
ically weak. TRUE FALSE 

Fill in the following blanks: 

1. Satan tempted Jesus to doubt His divine 

2. Adam fell on the point of 

3. Jesus was victorious over 

4. Satan was once a beautiful 

5. About - of the angels of heaven 

joined Lucifer in his rebellion. 

6. The "sword of the Spirit" is "the " 

gjj With what eight words did Jesus meet the sin of presumption? 



gj Write "True" or "False" after the following statement : 

In the third temptation Satan made a direct appeal for Jesus to 

worship him. 

j~| Write the missing words in the text below: 

"Then the leaveth him, and, behold, 

came and unto him." 

fgj Circle the number which shows to which of Jesus' three great tempta- 
tions the following phrases correspond : 

1. Lust of the flesh .12 3 

2. Lust of the eyes 12 3 

3. Pride of life 1 2 3 

(Over) ADVEN77ST 6 
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Q The three statements below not only give the secret of Christ's 
success over temptation, but also indicate how we may be victorious. 
Fill in the missing words. 

1. Christ looked in . to the Father for wisdom and strength. 

2. Christ was kept by the power of the 

3. Christ was to God. 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 

j 1 

i These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 

i If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by ! 

section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 

i ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well i 

to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless , 

i you as you write. We are praying for YOU. • 

! j 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No. Rural Route Box No. P. O. Box No 



City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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Lesson 7 



Jesus Calls the Twelve Disciples 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you 
not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called 
you friends. — John 15:13-15. 



This lesson brings us face to face again with John the 
Baptist and the people who were the friends and 
disciples of Jesus, those closest to Him during His 
public ministry. As we study the life of our Saviour, 
we discover that only a few people were intimately 
associated with Him, yet He had a wide friendship 
with thousands of spiritually hungry men and women 
and children who found peace and security in His 
presence. These folk from all classes of society were 
attracted to Jesus. His understanding of their prob- 
lems and His sympathetic interest in their welfare 
touched them deeply. He proved Himself to be a 
friend in time of need, and they became strongly at- 
tached to Him. 

Closest to Christ, forming the "inner circle," were the 
twelve disciples whom Jesus called to a fellowship of 
love and sacrifice. The account of their noble lives of 
service is one of the most thrilling chapters in the 
Bible story. We turn now to the inspired pages and 
take a quick look at these twelve faithful friends of 
Christ. 

Continuing our story of the Saviours life, we see Him 
returning from His temptation in the wilderness of 
Judea to the Jordan River, where John the Baptist is 
preaching. He arrives at a time when the Baptists 
work is under investigation by the Sanhedrin, the su- 
preme council of the Jews. This body of seventy elders 
had sent a delegation of rabbis from Jerusalem to in- 
vestigate the work of John and to question him about 
the source of authority for his work. 

|] WHAT QUESTIONS ARE ASKED BY THE 
RABBIS? 

The Jewish leaders asked John many questions. Here 
is the Bible account of the interview: 

And this is the reeord of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art 
thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, 
I am not the Christ. And they asked him, Whal then? 



Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that 
prophet? And he answered, No. Then said they unto 
him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to 
them that sent us. What say est thou of thyself? — 
John 1:19-22. 




H. ARMSTRONG ROBERTS 



Jesus said: 



"Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.' 
Matthew 4:19. 



When the rabbis arrived, the usual crowd had gath- 
ered at the banks of the Jordan to listen to John preach. 
There was a marked contrast between the prophet of 
the wilderness and the delegates from the city. John 
was dressed in a coarse garment made from camels hair, 
while the great men from Jerusalem were clothed in rich 
robes. The Sanhedrin had not given John permission 
to carry on his work, and his independence annoyed 
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them. They were offended and wanted an explanation. 
Then, too, being wary, they thought that perhaps John 
might be a prophet sent from God; so they questioned 
him carefully concerning his mission. In reply John 
indicated that his work fulfilled an important prophecy 
of the Old Testament. He said: 

/ am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 
—John 1:23. 

John made it plain that he was not the Christ. 
Neither was he an Old Testament prophet raised from 
the dead. Verses 20, 21. He said that He was the 
"voice" that Isaiah had predicted would announce the 
coming of the Messiah. 

The rabbis then pressed John with further questions 
and insinuated that he had no right to baptize. 

And they asked him, • . • Why baptizest thou then, if 
thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 
— John 1:25. 

By the words, "that prophet," they referred to Moses. 
The Jews believed that someday Moses would be 
raised from the dead and transported to heaven. They 
did not know that he had already been raised from 
the grave and was even then in heaven. Jude 9; 
Matthew 17:1-3. They believed that before the Mes- 
siah's advent Elias (Elijah) would appear in person. 
But John denied that he was either Moses or Elijah. 
He said that he was merely "a voice." Later, during 
His public ministry, Jesus referred to John the Baptist 
by saying: 

If ye are willing to receive it, this is Elijah, which is to 
come. — Matthew 11:14, A.R.V. 

John came with the power of Elijah to do a work of 
reformation similar to Elijah's. (See 1 Kings 17, 18.) 
Had the Jews accepted John's work, a reformation sim- 
ilar to that of Elijah's time would have taken place 
again in Israel. But the Jews rejected Johns mes- 
sage, so he could not fully accomplish the mission that 
he had been sent to perform. 

In the prophecy of Malachi 4:5, 6 we are told that 
Elijah the prophet will appear again in the last days 
and that a work of reform similar to Elijah's will take 
place in Christendom prior to the second advent of 
Jesus. Revelation 14:6-12. 

H WHAT STARTLING ANNOUNCEMENT DOES 
JOHN MAKE? 

As the Baptist searches the crowd before him, he 
sees Jesus standing in the midst. 

John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but 
there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; he 
it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose 
shoe*s latchet I am not worthy to unloose. — John 1 :26, 27. 

Imagine the amazement of the priests and rulers as 
they heard these words. Christ was standing among 
them! But He was not distinguishable to the rabbis or to 
the multitude. "There standeth one among you, whom ye 
know not" John said. They had never seen Christ, so 
they did not recognize Him in the crowd. This occasion 
afforded a wonderful opportunity for the rabbis to 
make further inquiry of John concerning Christ, but 
they did not. 



The following day John saw Jesus again and pointed 
Him out to the people as the Saviour of Israel, saying: 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world. This is he of whom I said, After me 
cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was 
before me. — John 1:29,30. 

But now the rabbis are gone. If they had stayed 
one day longer and searched out Jesus, they would 
have found "the Lamb of God." 

On the next day John again publicly acknowledged 
Jesus to be the Lamb of God. He pointed Christ out 
to his disciples and clearly identified Him. 

Again the next day after John stood, and two of his 
disciples; and looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God! — John 1:35,36. 

When John referred to Jesus as the Lamb of God, he 
was moved by the Spirit of God, and probably did not 
fully understand his own words. Jesus had come as 
the Lamb of God to die for the sins of the world. But 
few of the Jews really understood the meaning of His 
mission of sacrifice. To many of them the sacrificial 
offerings of lambs and goats were just so many gifts 
by which they might appease the wrath of an offended 
God. Jesus came as Gods Lamb to atone for the sins 
of the whole world and to reconcile men to the Father. 
His love and sacrifice were to be the means of redemp- 
tion and the keynote of all Christian service. 

Qj WHAT DID TWO OF JOHN'S DISCIPLES 

DO? 

As John spoke, two of his disciples who were stand- 
ing near heard his words. In their hearts burned a 
heaven-born curiosity which quickly ripened into a re- 
solve to meet Jesus and talk with Him. 

And the two disciples heard him speak, and they fol- 
lowed Jesus. — John 1 :37. 

One of these was Andrew, the brother of Simon 
Peter, and the other is unnamed. Turning away from 
John the Baptist, they eagerly followed the Saviour. 
They wanted to talk with Him and question Him, but 
they were timid. There was something about Christ 
that attracted them, yet they were awed by His presence. 
Then Jesus turned and spoke to them. 

Jesus • • • saw them following, and saith unto them, 
What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to 
say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? 
He saith unto them* Come and see. They came and saw 
where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was 
about the tenth hour. — John 1:38,39. 

Notice, they asked, "Rabbi, where dwellest thou?" 
The one dominating thought in their minds was "Jesus/* 
The Saviour invited them to the place where He had 
found temporary lodging, and there they spent the 
remainder of the day together. Alone with Jesus, they 
sat at His feet and listened to His words. What they 
saw and what they heard convinced them that He was 
indeed the Messiah. The Old Testament Scriptures had 
new meaning for them after this interview. Their hearts 
were won over, and they decided to follow Jesus and 
support His cause. Deeply impressed, they became the 
firstfruits of His ministry, His first two disciples. 
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Like Mary, who sat at Jesus' feet and learned of 
Him, these two men took the position of learners and, 
because they were willing to be taught, the Master 
Teacher flooded their minds with heavenly light. So 
should we be willing to learn of Him. 

Q WHOM DID ANDREW BRING TO CHRIST? 

Just as soon as this visit was over, Andrew began 
to share his new-found faith. 

One of the two which heard John speak, and followed 
him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth 
his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have 
found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the 
Christ. And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus 
beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, 
a stone. — John 1:40-42. 

Apparently Peter had heard John the Baptist preach 
about Christ, and he was anxious to see and hear 
Israel's Messiah. So Andrew "brought him to Jesus." 
Of the two brothers, Peter was destined to do a greater 
work, yet Andrew was the humble instrument that 
God used to win him. If Christians would only bring 
their relatives to Jesus, many precious jewels would be 
won. Perhaps you could win a soul to Christ by en- 
rolling a friend or relative in this Bible course. 

Christ identified Peter at once. "Thou art Simon 
the son of Jona," He said. Then He gave him a new 
name. "Thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by in- 
terpretation, a stone." Yes, Peter was like a stone, a 
rolling stone — impulsive, ambitious, self-confident. But 
association with Christ would change all that, and Peter 
was destined to become one of the greatest of the 
apostles. 

g| WHO NEXT JOINED THE DISCIPLES? 

The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, 
and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me. 
Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, 
We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and 
the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph. — John 1:43-45. (See also verses 46-51.) 

Nathanael is not listed among the twelve disciples in 
Mark 3:13-19 or Luke 6:12-16, but in these passages 
the name of Bartholomew is associated with Philip. 
Since it was Philip who introduced Nathanael to Jesus 
after finding him praying for light under a fig tree, 
there is ground for believing that Nathanael and Bar- 
tholomew are the same person. One thing is certain: 
When Nathanael found Christ, he readily accepted 
Him as the Messiah. Jesus recognized in Nathanael 
a righteous character and said of him, "Behold an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" John 1:47. To 
be honest and without guile is a great help in under- 
standing spiritual truth. These attributes are essential 
if we are to discover Christ in our personal experience. 

0 WHAT CALL DID JESUS GIVE BY THE 

SEA? 

Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 



ter for Adventist Research 
f 



and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and helieve the gospel. Now 
as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea: for they 
were fishers. And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become fishers of men. And 
straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him. 
And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who 
also were in the ship mending their nets. And straightway 
he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the 
ship with the hired servants, and went after him. — Mark 
1:14-20. 

When Jesus called the four disciples by the sea, 
He had already begun His public ministry in Galilee. 
But up until this time none of the disciples, as far as we 
know, had united their interests with Him as full-time 
ministers and teachers. Now Jesus bids them to lay 
down their fishing nets and follow Him. "I will make 
you to become fishers of men," He said. And He was 
true to His word, for the disciples became successful 
teachers and evangelists. Through their labors in later 
years the whole of the then-known world was stirred 
by the Christian message. 

Q WHO NEXT WAS CALLED TO DISCIPLE- 

SHIP? 

And after these things he went forth, and saw a publi- 
can, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and 
he said unto him, Follow me. And he left all, rose up, 
and followed him. — Luke 5:27,28. 

Levi Matthew was a tax collector (probably well- 
to-do), and as such was a Roman official. His Jewish 
countrymen hated him because he served a foreign 
power, but Christ had a purpose in calling Matthew to 
be His disciple. The exclusiveness of Jewish religious 
and social life had to be broken down if He was to set 
up His spiritual kingdom. Jesus came to teach that 
true-hearted men and women of all races and classes 
of society may be His friends and followers if they are 
willing to accept the conditions of discipleship. So 
Matthew was accepted into the circle of Christ's clos- 
est followers, and he was deeply touched by this call 
to love and service. 

And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: anil 
there was a great company of publicans and of others 
that sat down with them. But their scribes and Phari- 
sees murmvired against his disciples, saying, Why do 
ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners? And Jesus 
answering said unto them, They that are whole need not 
a physician; but they that are sick. I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance. — Luke 5:29-32. 

The publicans must have been pleased that Christ 
had chosen one from among their number to be one of 
His disciples. A great interest was created among them, 
but the religious leaders from the sect of the Pharisees 
criticized Jesus and His disciples for associating with 
publicans and sinners. They were of the opinion that 
the publicans and Gentiles were morally diseased; so 
Jesus met them on their own ground. "If you think 
the publicans are sick," He said, "then as a spiritual 
Physician, I will heal them. I will work for the people 
that you think need spiritual help. Since you do not 

feel any need, I cannot help you/' 
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Those who are proud and self-sufficient cannot re- 
ceive spiritual help from Christ. But those who cry out 
to Him for mercy will receive it. The simple, trust- 
ful soul who hears the call to service will, like Matthew, 
rise up, leave all, and follow Jesus. 

RJ THE ORDINATION OF THE TWELVE 
DISCIPLES 

In the Gospel of Mark we have the names of the 
twelve men whom Christ ordained as His disciples. 

And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him 
whom he would : and they came unto him. And he 
ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that 
he might send them forth to preach, and to have power 
to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: and Simon he 
sur named Peter; and James the son of Zebedee, and John 
the brother of James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, 
which is. The sons of thunder : and Andrew, and Philip, 
and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James 
the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the 
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: 
and they went into an house, — Mark 3:13-19. 

We do not know exactly how or when Christ called 
Thomas, or James ("the less," Mark 15:40) the son of 
Alphaeus, or Thaddaeus (also called Lebbaeus and 
Judas), or Simon the Canaanite, or Judas Iscariot. 
But these five men joined Christ and the other seven 
(Andrew, Peter, James, John, Philip, Nathanael, and 
Matthew) to make up the original company of leaders 
in the Christian church. (See Matthew 10:1-5; Luke 
6:13-16; 9:1.) 

The ordination of these twelve friends and disciples 
of Christ took place on a mountainside near the Sea of 
Galilee. It must have been a solemn and joyful occa- 
sion — and very important. Actually, this ordination serv- 
ice was the first step in the organization of the Chris- 
tian church. Here are seven vital facts to keep in mind 
about these dedicated men: 

1. Their office was the most important to which 
human beings had ever been called, and their reward 
will be proportionally great. Matthew 19:27,28. 

2. They had the privilege of being intimately asso- 
ciated with God s only begotten Son in the redemption 
of a lost world. John 17:1-9. 

3. With Christ, the apostles and prophets were the 
foundation stones of the Christian church in the same 
sense that the twelve patriarchs were the representa- 
tives of ancient Israel. Ephesians 2:19-22; Revelation 
21:10-12, 14. 

4. At least eight of the books of the New Testament 
were written by men from among the twelve chosen 
disciples; viz., the Gospels of Matthew and John, also 
First and Second Peter; First, Second, and Third John; 
and the Revelation. 

5. At the time of Pentecost and for many years 
thereafter these men, filled with the Holy Ghost, con- 



ducted the most powerful missionary movement in the 
history of the Christian church. (Read the book of 
Acts. ) 

6. It is commonly believed that all except John 
(and excluding Judas, the traitor) died as martyrs for 
Jesus. James, the brother of John, was slain with the 
sword. It is thought by some that Peter was crucified 
head down, and John was exiled; and we know little 
of the others except what tradition tells us. 

7. In life and in death they were an example for all 
future disciples and ministers of the church of Christ. 

g| THE DISCIPLES TRANSFORMED IN 
CHARACTER 

The disciples were with Jesus only about three years, 
yet association with Him changed their lives completely. 
The impetuous spirit of Peter and the self-seeking 
spirit of James and John were humbled by contact 
with Christ. Notice how Peter and John were identi- 
fied in character with Christ as they preached to the 
people: 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus, — Acts 4:13. 

The apostles were brought into such close personal 
touch with Jesus as He worked for the people that, 
in a few short years, they became more and more 
like Him in character and in methods of labor. They 
revealed the force and power of His character in their 
own lives. It was this that made them great. And it 
was this that brought such experiences as Pentecost. 
Acts 2. When the time came for their life records to 
close, they were as great in death as they had been in 
life. They were the true friends of Christ to the last, 
and their influence will live through eternity. 

To us today, Christ speaks the same invitation that 
He gave to the fishermen of Galilee. His "Follow Me" 
is as truly for us as it was for the first disciples. No 
matter how imperfect or sinful we may be, if we will 
but give our hearts to God, He will forgive our sins, 
take us into partnership with Himself, and use us as 
His co-workers to tell the wonderful story of redemp- 
tion. If we are willing to be taught by Christ, we may 
become His full-fledged disciples; we may be workers 
together with God. 2 Corinthians 6:1. 

From this point in our story we shall follow the 
events in Christ's life as they relate to different phases 
of His ministry. For example, we have gathered to- 
gether the miracles of Christ, the parables of Christ, 
the teachings of Christ, and placed them in separate 
lessons to make the narrative clearer and more meaning- 
ful. When we come to the final scenes of His ministry, 
the chronological order will be resumed. 
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ARE MIRACLES REASONABLE? 

ARE MIRACLES THE SUPREME PROOF OF CHRIST'S DIVINITY? 
ARE MIRACLES POSSIBLE TODAY? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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Jesus Calls the Twelve Disciples 
Test Questions — Lesson 7 Registration No. 



Fill in the following blanks: 

"I am the of one crying in the 

Make straight the way of the , as said the prophet 



m With what five words did John the Baptist twice identify Jesus? 



jjj Fill the blanks in the following statements: 

1. Jesus' first two disciples had been disciples of 



2. One of these was named 

Fill the blanks below: 

- was brought to Jesus by his brother 

|gl The next two who became Jesus' disciples were: 

1 2 

Q After each true statement write "Yes" in the blank; if false, write "No." 

1. Jesus began His public ministry in Judea 

2. He preached that the kingdom of God was at hand 

3. He made a call for repentance 

4. He promised to make the humble fisherman "to become fishers 
of men." 

Q Name the Roman tax collector who was called to be one of Christ's 
disciples. 



£JJ Fill in the blanks below: 

L Jesus ordained ... disciples. 

2. The disciples were sent forth "to , and to have 

power to , and to 



3 books of the New Testament were written by 

some of the disciples. 

(Over) 7 
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Answer the following questions with "Yes" or "No." 

1. Did the three years of close association with Jesus make any 
changes in the disciples' lives? 

2. Does Jesus give to us the privilege of being His disciples today? 



3. Will fellowship with Jesus transform our hearts and lives? 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 

I j 

I These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. j 

I If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by j 

I section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- j 

I ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well j 

i to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless j 

i you as you write. We are praying for YOU. j 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No. . 

City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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The Miracles of Christ 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 
the same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him. — John 3:1,2. 



Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, recognized that Christ 
was sent by God because, as he said, "No man can 
do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with 
him'' Jesus Himself acknowledged the miracle-working 
power of His Father who worked through Him when 
He said, "With God all things are possible." Matthew 
19:26. 

The four Gospels show that Christ performed many 
miracles during His public ministry. ( See list of Christ s 
miracles at the end of this lesson). Through faith in His 
Father, the great Wonder-worker healed the sick, cast 
out devils, cleansed the lepers, and raised the dead. 
Those who witnessed these miracles were convinced 
that there was no limit to God's power to deliver. In 
Christ was fulfilled the words of the psalmist: 

Who is so great a God as our God? Thou art the God 
that doest wonders: thou hast declared thy strength 
among the people. — Psalm 77:13, 14. 

We know, of course, that some people are skeptical 
of miracles; but if we will but stop to think, we 
must conclude that miracles are not unreasonable. Some- 
one has put it this way: When a father takes his little 
son to the visitors' platform at the city airport and 
puts a coin in the slot, the steel arms barring the way 
turn down, and they pass through onto the ramp where 
they can get a closer view of the big airliners. That 
machine with the steel arms is a miracle to the child 
but not to the father, who understands something 
about its mechanism. Even so, what appears as a 
miracle to us is no miracle to God, but rather the 
speeding up of those divine forces which operate in 
harmony with divine laws. With this in mind, let us 
continue our story and follow the great Miracle- worker 
as He performs His wonderful acts for the good of 
the people. 

Q CHRIST'S FIRST MIRACLE 

At the beginning of His public ministry in Galilee, 
Jesus accepted an invitation to attend a wedding feast 
in the town of Cana, and there He performed a notable 
miracle. 



This beginning of miracles [the turning of water into 
wine at a wedding feast] did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples be- 
lieved on him. — John 2:11. (For the full account read 
John 2:1-11.) 

During the wedding festivities, which probably lasted 
for several days, the supply of wine unexpectedly gave 
out; and Jesus' mother, who was also a guest, told 
Him about the embarrassing situation. 
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Nearby were six large stone water jars (the capacity 
of each, about 14.5 gallons), and Jesus instructed the 
servants to fill them with water. This was done as He 
commanded, and He said, "Draw out now, and bear 
unto the governor of the feast." Verse 8. And, wonder 
of wonders! Instead of the water with which the jars 
had been filled, there flowed forth the sweetest wine! 
When the ruler of the feast drank the delicious beverage, 
he exclaimed at its excellence. Inquiry was made 
concerning the wine, and it was discovered that Jesus 
had performed a great miracle. 

The news of this event spread throughout Galilee 
and probably even to Jerusalem. There was a keen 
desire on the part of the leaders and the common 
people alike to know more about Christ. This miracle 
which had been wrought to add happiness to a wedding 
feast, resulted in a widespread interest in His ministry. 

The word "wine," as used in the Bible frequently 
refers to the unfermented drink. It is the fresh juice 
of the grape to which the prophet Isaiah refers when 
he speaks of the new wine "in the cluster." "Destroy 
it not," he says, "for a blessing is in it." Isaiah 65:8. The 
acts of Christ's public ministry were in harmony with the 
Old Testament warning which had been given to Israel: 

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whoso- 
ever is deceived thereby is not wise. — Proverbs 20:1. 

Jesus did not come to this earth to contradict the teach- 
ings of the prophets. It was unfermented wine which 
He provided for the guests at the wedding feast He 
gave no encouragement for the use of intoxicating 
drinks at the wedding feast in Cana nor at any time 
during His public ministry. 

gj FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND 

The miracle of the loaves and fishes took place 
about a year after the first cleansing of the temple 
in Jerusalem, The scene was a hillside rising from 
the banks of the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd of 
travelers en route to Jerusalem for the Passover halted 
at this quiet, secluded spot to listen to the Great 
Teacher and to bring their sick to Him for healing. The 
record is that "Jesus . . . was moved with compassion 
toward them, because they were as sheep not having a 
shepherd: and he began to teach them many things." 
Mark 6:34. 

Absorbed in His work, the Saviour had forgotten to 
eat; and the people were so engrossed in what He 
said that they never gave a thought to food. Finally 
the disciples urged Jesus to send the multitude away 
so that they could buy bread for themselves, but Jesus 
had other plans. He determined to feed them Him- 
self, beginning with such provisions as were available. 

And when he had taken . . . five loaves and • • . two 
fishes, he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake 
the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before 
them; and the two fishes divided he among them all. 
And they did all eat, and were filled. And they took up 
twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 
And they that did eat of the loaves were about five 
thousand men. — Mark 6:41-44. 

With firm reliance upon God, He took the five 
loaves and the two fishes that had been given to 
Him by a little boy, and blessed and broke them. Then, 



as He gave the food to the disciples to distribute to the 
people, it multiplied in His hands. Thus a vast crowd 
of over five thousand was fed. 

This was the best attested of all Christ's miracles, 
for all four Gospel writers record it. (Matthew 14:13- 
21; Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-13.) A 
similar miracle took place later not far from this spot, 
when Jesus miraculously fed four thousand. (See 
Matthew 15:29-38; Mark 8:1-9.) 

The miracle of the loaves and fishes teaches us two 
important lessons: 

1. Christ never performed miracles in His own be- 
half, but always for the welfare of others. This miracle 
of the loaves and fishes supplied an actual necessity. 
Christ did not perform it merely to demonstrate His 
divine power. If He had wanted to do so, He could 
have provided for the people a feast "fit for a king." 
But He gave the poor fisherfolk their simple daily 
bread — barley loaves and fish. 

2. When Jesus took the food and passed it to His 
disciples, and they to the people, He taught us how 
we are to receive and pass on the blessings of God. 
The disciples received from Christ and then gave to 
the people. So, if we have faith in Christ, we shall 
receive from Him the bread of life which the Father 
has given. Then, when we are so blessed, we should 
pass the blessings of salvation on to others. 

gj WHAT MIRACLE TOOK PLACE ON THE 
SEA OF GALILEE? 

Immediately after the miraculous feeding of the five 
thousand, an attempt was made to proclaim Jesus 
king — a sort of political Messiah — to bring deliverance 
from the Romans. (See John 6:14,15.) But when 
the Jews approached Him with this purpose in mind, 
He firmly declined. Jesus then dispersed the excited 
crowd and quietly ordered His disciples to take off 
by boat for Bethsaida on the other side of the 
lake, while "he departed into a mountain to pray." 
(Mark 6:45,46.) This was a great disappointment to 
the disciples, and as they reluctantly obeyed His com- 
mand and walked toward the beach, they were dis- 
couraged and depressed. But an event was soon to 
take place that would startle them back to their senses. 

And when even was now come, his disciples went down 
unto the sea, and entered into a ship, and went over 
the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and 
Jesus was not come to them. And the sea arose by 
reason of a great wind that blew. So when they had 
rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see 
Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the 
ship: and they were afraid. But he saith unto them, 
It is I; be not afraid. Then they willingly received him 
into the ship: and immediately the ship teas at the land 
whither they went, — John 6:16-21. (See also Matthew 
14:22, 23; Mark 6:45-51.) 

After the disciples push their small boat out into the 
sea, a storm breaks upon them. As they battle with the 
oars in the mounting tempest, the boat begins to sink. 
But the Saviour, who has been praying for them on the 
mountain, has not forgotten them. Walking to the 
shore, He sees them struggling hopelessly against the 
elements. Continuing, He walks* over the sea to His 
twelve disciples and stands on the water by their storm- 
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tossed ship. "Be of good cheer," He says. "It is I; be 
not afraid." Matthew 14:27. 

Peter can hardly believe his eyes, but faith rises in 
his heart and he asks if he might not come to the 
Master on the foaming waves. Jesus bids him, "Come!" 
With his eyes fixed on Jesus, Peter steps out onto the 
angry sea. At first he walks securely, but as he thinks 
of the danger that surrounds him he loses faith, and 
down he goes into the raging deep! As he sinks, he 
cries out, "Lord, save me!" Immediately Jesus takes 
his outstretched hand and lifts him up, saying, "O 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" Mat- 
thew 14:31. Together they walk back to the ship, and 
as soon as they step aboard the wind ceases and they 
land safely. 

There are times when we all are very much like 
Peter, but if we would keep our eyes fixed upon the 
Saviour, our footsteps would not slide, nor would life's 
tempests engulf us. When Jesus told Peter to come 
to Him, He did not call him to an untimely death by 
drowning. It was the disciples own fearfulness and 
doubt that proved his near-ruin. 

As we follow Christ in His ministry, we see that 
He has received from His Father absolute power over 
all the forces of nature. Even the winds and the 
waves are subject to Him. Earlier in His ministry, 
while crossing the lake with His disciples, He rebuked 
the howling winds and made the storm to cease. When 
physical disasters strike without warning today, it is 
encouraging to know that the same Jesus is still able 
to protect His children. (See Luke 8:22-25; Matthew 
8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41.) 

Qj HOW DID CHRIST REVEAL HIS POWER 
OVER LIVING CREATURES? 

And he entered into one of the ships, which was 
Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a 
little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the 
people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, 
he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let 
down your nets for a draught, . • . And when they had 
this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: , . . 
When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, 
saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 
For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the 
draught of the fishes which they had taken. — Luke 5:3-9. 

Christ had been teaching the multitude from Peter's 
boat. After His sermon, He dismissed the people 
and told Peter to launch out into the deep and let 
down his net. But the disciple had been fishing all 
night with no success. If he couldn't catch fish at 
night, the best time for fishing in Galilee, how could 
he catch them during the daytime? Nevertheless, at 
Christ's command he let down his net, and so great 
was the catch of fish that the strong cords of the net 
nearly broke pulling in the prize. 

As James and John came to his aid, Peter was -seized 
with the realization that he, a sinful man, was stand- 
ing in the presence of Divinity. Overwhelmed with the 
thought, he fell at Jesus' feet, crying, "Depart from 
me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord." 

It was fitting that Peter should act as he did. 
Probably never before had there been such a large 
catch on Galilee. Peter and all the disciples now re- 
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alized that not only the winds and the waves obey 
Christ's word, but also the fish which swim in the 
deep — and for that matter, all living things. (Read 
also about the miracle of the coin and the fish in 
Matthew 17:24-27.) 

Jesus was indeed the miracle-working Son of God. 
No wonder Peter fell at His feet in adoration. And so 
may we all honor and worship Him who wrought 
such wonders for the good of men. 

0 THREE IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT 
MIRACLES 

1. Not all miracles are from God. Satan also has 
the power to perform certain "signs and lying wonders." 
(2 Thessalonians 2:9; 2 Corinthians 11:14,15.) Only 
a study of God's Word will enable us to differentiate 
between the two classes. Miracles, therefore, are not 
the crowning evidence of Christ's divinity. The ful- 
fillment of the Old Testament prophecies in the life 
and ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus was the 
supreme proof that He was the Son of God and the 
Saviour of the world. 

2. Christ never performed a miracle to gratify curi- 
osity. (Luke 23:8-11.) All His miracles were wrought 
in answer to a deep human need. They were not 
merely signs of His power, but evidences of His deep 
love for, and interest in, humanity. 

3. When Christ ordained His disciples, He gave to 
them the power to perform miracles. (Matthew 10:1, 8; 
Mark 16:15-18.) By faith in His Word, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, they were to work as He 
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The Miracles of Christ 

Test Questions — Lesson 8 Registration No -.. 

Complete the following text: 

"We know that thou art a come from : for 

no man can do these that thou doest, except 

be with him." 

^| Fill the blanks in the following statements: 

1. Jesus' first miracle was the turning of into 

2. It was performed at a feast in 

3. This miracle strengthened the belief of the 

in Jesus. 

fjjj After each true statement concerning the feeding of the five thousand, write 
"Yes" in the blank; if false, write "No." 

1. Jesus was considerate of the physical needs of His followers 

2. He blessed the food before giving it to the disciples for distri- 
bution to the people 

3. Some of the crowd went away hungry 

4. Jesus performed this miracle just to show His divine power 

5. From this miracle we learn that we are to pass on to others the 
blessings which we receive from God 

6. This miracle is recorded in all four of the Gospels 

g£J Answer the following questions with "Yes" or "No." 

1. Did Jesus want the people to proclaim Him king? 

2. Did Jesus have power over the forces of nature? 

3. Did Peter have perfect faith? 

4. Can the storms of life engulf us if we keep our eyes fixed on 
Jesus? 

El With what words did Peter show that he recognized the divinity of 
Jesus? 



Underline the true statements below: 

1. All miracles are from God. 

2. Miracles are the best proof of Jesus* divinity. 

3. Christ s miracles were always performed to meet some need. 

4. The disciples were given power to perform miracles. 

5. All things are possible with God. 

(Over) 8 
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BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) - 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City „„. State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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Christ, the Sinner's Friend 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he liath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; he Jiaih sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach de- 
liverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, — Luke 4:18, 19. 



The four Gospels tell many encouraging stories of 
Christ's friendship with the distressed and broken- 
hearted. As we read these inspired accounts, we see how 
great is the kindness of God revealed through Christ, and 
the impression is left upon our hearts that we may safely 
go to Him in every time of need confidently expecting to 
find help. Jesus also offers us His companionship, which 
takes the coldness and loneliness out of our lives and 
brings us peace. He has everything that men desire and 
need, but it is His divine love and kindness that appeal 
most to us. He declares: 

I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore 
with Iovingkindness have I drawn thee. — Jeremiah 31:3. 

Jesus is the:' "friend that sticketh closer than a brother." 
Proverbs 18:24. We see this in one scene after another 
in His ministry as He assists the friendless and fearful, 

Q CHRIST BEFRIENDS A WOMAN TAKEN 
IN ADULTERY 

(Read John 8:1-11.) 

We turn now to the Gospel of John and watch as 
Christ befriends an adulterous woman who had been 
openly exposed by the Pharisees. 

Jesus . . . came again into the temple, and all the peo- 
ple came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 
And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a 
woman taken in adultery; . . . Jesus . . . said unto her, 
Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man 
condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus 
saifl unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin 
no more. — John 8:1-3, 10, 11. 

This experience took place in connection with the 
annual Feast of Tabernacles when Jesus was in Jeru- 
salem on one of His frequent visits. While He was 
teaching the people in the temple, the scribes and 
Pharisees brought to Him this unfortunate woman who 
was taken in adultery — "in the very act." 

She was a great sinner before God, but the malice 
and bigotry of these Jewish leaders who knew so much 
more about God's requirements, made their sin even 



more offensive. They were jealous of Christ and sought 
to find some complaint against Him so He could be 
accused as a transgressor either of the laws of Moses 
or the laws of the Romans. If in this case Jesus had 
suggested that the woman be stoned as Moses' law 
required, He would have involved Himself with the 
Roman authorities. 
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"He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone 
at her." John 8:7. 
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In this experience Jesus tried to reach the hearts 
of both the Pharisees and the adulterous woman herself, 
seeking to lead all concerned to repentance. He 
proved to be a friend, first to the proud and self-righteous, 
and second to the downcast and fallen. But only the 
adulterous woman responded to His love. 

Jesus knew that the sins of these hypocritical men 
who had brought the woman to Him included acts of 
impurity, yet in great kindness He refused to expose 
them as they had exposed her. Stooping down, He 
began to write on the ground, and the words which they 
read there condemned them: 

He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a 
stone at her. — John 8:7. 

As the trembling woman stood before Jesus expecting 
at any moment to be stoned, she heard His tender voice 
ask: 

Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man 
condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus 
said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin 
no more. — John 8:10, 11. 

The Pharisees had nothing but contempt and scorn 
for this erring woman, but Jesus spoke words of comfort 
and caution to her. He did not excuse her sin; neither 
did He say anything to lessen her sense of guilt. But 
He spoke words of pardon that lifted the torturing 
burden of reproach and shame from her soul. His 
words, "Neither do I condemn thee," brought peace to 
her troubled heart. The redemption of this poor soul 
was a greater miracle than the healing of an epileptic 
or a leper. Sin is a moral disease that can be rebuked 
only by the touch of the sinners Friend. (Isaiah 1:4-6, 
16-20.) Sin brings nothing but guilt and remorse, but 
if we will confess our sins to Jesus and put them away, 
we may go free in His pardoning love. 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness. — 1 John 1:9. 

This forgiveness which God gives us includes more 
than simply pardon for sins. It also brings power to 
keep from sinning. "Now unto him that is able to keep 
you from falling," said Jude. (Verse 24. Read also 
Romans 6:12,11; Hebrews 7:24.) True religion is not 
simply an ambulance at the foot of a precipice to pick 
up those who have fallen over; it is a fence at the top 
to prevent their falling in the first place. 

Both pardon for sin and power to keep from falling 
are the gift of God which we are to receive by faith. 
This is the fuller meaning of forgiveness. How beauti- 
fully this is illustrated by Christ's words to this woman, 
"Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.'' 
It was His purpose that from this point on in her expe- 
rience she should live a pure and sanctified life. And 
that is His plan for every Christian. 

gj MERCY SHOWN AT THE FEAST* IN 
SIMON'S HOUSE 

(Read Luke 7 :36-50.) 

Not long before His death on the cross, Jesus was 
invited to a feast at the home of Simon, the Pharisee — a 
leper whom Jesus had healed of his loathsome disease. 
Simon was regarded as Christ's disciple, but his heart 
was still proud and his life sinful. At this feast an 
unusual event occurred. 



And one of the Pharisees desired him [Christ] that he 
would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's 
house, and sat down to meat. And, behold, a woman in 
the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus 
sat at meat in the Phari$ee 9 s house, brought an alabaster 
box of ointment, and stood at his feet behind him weep- 
ing, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe 
them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, 
and anointed them with the ointment, . . . And he said 
unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. . . . Thy faith hath 
saved thee; go in peace. — Luke 7:36-38,48, 50. 

Christ used this occasion to show Gods love for those 
who were commonly looked down upon as sinners. This 
despised woman whom Christ befriended came to the 
feast apparently uninvited and anointed His head and 
feet with expensive ointment. Jesus was honored by 
this unselfish act, but Simon and others at the feast were 
offended. Perhaps, if they had experienced the joy of 
Gods pardoning love as this poor woman had, they 
would have understood why she was so grateful to 
Christ. Perhaps she had heard Jesus speak about His 
death and had saved her money to buy an expensive 
ointment for His burial. But she decided to come to 
the feast and bestow her gift upon the Saviour while 
He was still living. 

Jesus understood the struggles that this woman had 
experienced in her effort to overcome. Earnestly she 
had pleaded with God for victory over sin, and her 
prayers had been answered. Now, because she loved 
Jesus "much," she gave expression to her deep feelings 
by anointing Him with this precious ointment. 

If, dear friend, there is some sin with which you are 
struggling, remember there is hope for you. Like Paul, 
we may be "more than conquerors through him that 
loved us/' Romans 8:37. There is only one danger, and 
that is that we shall neglect to seek the Lord for His 
saving power. God cannot pardon the sin that we cling 
to, the sin that is unconfessed and unforsaken. We may 
sin against the Holy Ghost by neglecting or postponing 
our surrender to God. But those who "call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved." Romans 10:13. Let 
us part company with sin and join hands with God in 
a consecrated life that we, like this converted woman, 
may find peace with God. 

In the parable of the debtor, which Christ told at 
the feast (see Luke 7:41-47), He showed Simon and 
his guests that the reason this woman loved Him so 
much was that she had been forgiven much. But Simon 
loved Jesus only a little because he did not think he 
had been forgiven much. There were few sins in his 
life — so he thought! But if Christ had revealed to him 
and to the guests at the feast the dark record of his 
life, Simon would have been discouraged. This Jesus 
did not do, yet the Holy Spirit convicted Simon that he 
was just as much in need of God's grace and mercy as 
was the poor woman. 

On this occasion Jesus rebuked Judas, one of the 
twelve apostles, because he had criticized this woman 
for the "waste" of the precious perfume. (John 12:4-8.) 
Judas argued that the ointment might have been sold 
and the money given to the poor. Actually, as the 
treasurer of the group of disciples, he wanted the money 
for himself, for he was continually robbing the bag. 
Deeply angered, Judas went directly to the priests and 
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bargained to betray his Lord for thirty pieces of silver. 
(Matthew 26:14-16.)- Instead of repenting of his selfish- 
ness, he hardened his heart and went on from one per- 
verse act to another until he ended his life by suicide. 
If Judas had responded to Jesus' discipline, how differ- 
ent his life might have been! His attitude determined 
his destiny. How important that we all have the right 
attitude toward life's discipline! 

B 



HOPE FOR ZACCHAEUS, THE TAX 
COLLECTOR 
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The city of Jericho in the Jordan valley was one of 
the cities of Israel that had been set apart anciently 
as a home for the priests. At the time that Jesus met 
Zacchaeus, there were also many publicans, or tax 
collectors, living there, for Jericho was a city of con- 
siderable commerce and traffic. It was a pleasure resort 
as well, for Herod the Great had built a winter palace 
there. Zacchaeus, a man short of stature, was "the 
chief among the publicans." 

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, 
behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was 
the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And 
he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for 
the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran 
before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see 
him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and 
said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; 
for to day I must abide at thy house. And he made 
haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And 
when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he 
was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And 
Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have 
taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This 
tlay is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he 
also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which was lost, — Luke 19:1-10. 

When Christ entered the city, Zacchaeus rejoiced be- 
cause he had heard about Him and had hoped that 
He might be the Messiah. He wanted very much to 
see Jesus but, being a short man, he could not see over 
the heads of the people, so had to climb a tree in order 
to catch a glimpse of Jesus. As the Saviour proceeded 
through the town with the crowd pressing Him on every 
side, He paused beneath that very tree and, looking up 
at Zacchaeus, told him to come down because He wished 
to stay at his house. 

These words of Jesus were a great surprise to the 
publican. In the first place, he had never seen Christ 
before. And then, how did He know his name? There 
had been no opportunity for Jesus to inquire about him. 
Certainly He had no idea that Zacchaeus was up a 
tree! To Zacchaeus, this was a heaven-ordained sign 
that the Man who stood before him was sent by God. 
He immediately decided to accept Jesus as Lord, and 
gave evidence of his sincerity by announcing that he 
would bestow half of his goods upon the poor, and 
would repay fourfold those whom he had defrauded in 
unfair tax collections. Christ's friendliness toward this 
despised Jew resulted in one of the most amazing trans- 
formations of character recorded in sacred history. 

We may learn a lesson from Zacchaeus' reformation. 
When a man is converted he will, like this repentant 
publican, abandon all dishonest practices and make 
restitution. The Lord says: ADVENTIST 
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If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had 
robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing 
iniquity; . . . none of his sins that he hath committed 
shall be mentioned unto him: ... he shall surely 
live. — Ezekiel 33:15, 16. 

One night a man came forward in a religious meeting 
and surrendered his life to God. The next day a friend 
came to him and said, "Jack, I understand that you 
were converted last night at the revival/' 

"Yes," he replied, "I am a new man." 

His friend said: "Good. Now you can pay me that 
ten dollars you owe me." 

Jack answered: "I don't owe you any money. When 
I went to the altar last night God forgave me all my 
debts." 

What do you think of that man's conversion? If he 
really had experienced a change of heart, would not the 
ten dollars have gotten back into the right pocket? 

n JESUS ILLUSTRATES HIS FRIENDSHIP 
FOR THE LOST 

(Read Luke 10:25-37.) 
It was in connection with a certain lawyers question 
that Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan. "Master, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" asked this man 
of the law. In His reply Jesus described the basic con- 
dition of life and happiness. 

And, behold a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, 
saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 
He said unto him, What is written in the law? how 
readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; 
and thy neighbour as thyself. And he said unto him, 
Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt 
live. — Luke 10:25-28. 
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"Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must 
abide at thy house." Luke 19:5. 



But the lawyer had still another question, "Who is 
my neighbour?" To this the Saviour replied by relating 
what seems to have been an actual incident that had 
taken place. A man had been waylaid and beaten by 
robbers on the Jericho road, but his own countrymen 
passed him by and would do nothing to relieve his 
pain and misery. Then a despised Samaritan came along 
and befriended him. The good Samaritan loved his 
neighbor as he loved himself, so he took pity on him 
and cared for him. This illustrates the love that Christ 
has for sinners and the love that all men should show 
toward their neighbors. 

When the story was ended, Jesus fixed His eyes 
searchingly upon the lawyer and asked: 

Which of these three, thinkest thou, proved neighbour 
unto him that fell among the robbers? And he said, 
He that showed mercy on him. And Jesus siiid . • • Go, 
do thou likewise. — Luke 10:36,37. 

The question, Who is my neighbor? is answered by 
this experience. Christ teaches that our neighbor is 
not merely the one who lives next door, or one of the 
members of the church to which we belong, or a mem- 
ber of our race or class of society. Whoever needs help, 
that person — regardless of any prejudices we may have 
against him — is our neighbor. 

But there is a still more important question: While 
all men are my neighbors, am I a good neighbor to all 
men? The answer to that question is vital to the solu- 
tion of all life's problems. What good will my profession 
of Christianity do to my neighbor unless I am a good 
Samaritan, unless I am a brother to him when he needs 
help? But the place to start practicing this noble prin- 
ciple is in the home, with the members of our own 
family. Then we may reach out into the community 
wherever there is a soul in need of clothes, food, com- 
fort, friendship, God. 

Think of what might have happened to the human 
race if Christ had not been a good Samaritan to us! We 
would have been left to die in our sins by the wayside 
of life — victims of our own selfishness, robbed of all 
moral power by Satan, the enemy of God. How grateful 
we should be that Jesus, the Good Samaritan, has not 
passed us by! 

0 THE CROWNING EXAMPLE OF CHRIST'S 
FRIENDSHIP FOR SINNERS 

The crowning example of Christ's love for sinners 
is the pardoning love that He showed for the repentant 
thief who died on the cross next to Him. But the un- 
repentant criminal on the other side received no help. 
He might have been saved, but he did not turn to Christ. 

And when they were come to the place, which is called 
Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, 
one on the right hand, and the other on the left. • • . 
And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on 
him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But 



the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And 
he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say 
unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. — 
Luke 23:33,39-43. 

Without a thought of His own sufferings, the Saviour's 
heart went out in pity to the sin-burdened thief who 
pleaded for pardon. This man was not ready to die 
until Christ removed the burden of his guilt. In this 
act of forgiving the thief who recognized the dying 
Son of God to be the Saviour of the world, the glory of 
Christ was revealed. Even in His crucifixion, Jesus 
was honored. His mission to this world was manifested 
in the salvation which He provided for this lost sinner. 
While He was dying for the sins of humanity, with no 
thought of His own intense sufferings, His great love 
reached out and drew the contrite thief to His own 
broken heart. Such is the unfathomable love of Jesus, 
the Friend of sinners. 

When Christ said to the dying thief on the cross, 
"Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise," He did not promise that the thief 
would be transported to heaven the moment he died, 
nor on that particular day. Christ Himself did not go 
to heaven that day. The punctuation and the division 
of the Bible into chapters and verses were the work of 
men, supplied many years after the inspired Word of 
God was written; and in this verse the comma was 
put before, instead of after, the word "today/' where it 
belongs. Even on the morning of Christ's resurrection 
three days later, He said: 

I am not yet ascended to my Father. — John 20:17. 

On the day of the crucifixion the promise of a future 
Paradise was made. "To day" — while Christ was expir- 
ing on the cross and the thief was hanging there as a 
criminal — the Saviour gave the assurance, "Thou shalt 
be with me in paradise." 

The repentance of the thief on the cross at the 
eleventh hour is the only "death-bed repentance" re- 
corded in the Scripture. There is one such experience 
given so that men will not lose hope and become dis- 
couraged in the last moments of life, but only one so 
that men will not be presumptuous. 

Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now; is the 
day of salvation. — 2 Corinthians 6:2. 

Delay is always dangerous. No decision for Christ 
is decision against Him. To be almost persuaded is to 
be not almost, but wholly lost. Your study of the life 
of Christ will help you to see that the wisest choice 
you can make in life is to surrender your heart without 
reserve to Jesus today. Sin brings death and eternal 
separation from God, but those who turn to Him now 
may have the assurance of a place with Him in that 
future Paradise. 
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WHAT DID CHRIST TEACH ABOUT THE LAW? 
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Christ, the Sinner's Friend 

Test Questions — Lesson 9 Registration No 

Luke 4:18, 19 mentions five classes of people whom Jesus was 
anointed to help. They were: 

1 4 

2 5 

3 

Q Give the book, chapter, and verse in which each of the following promises is 
found : 

1. The promise that Jesus will not condemn the repentant sinners. 



2. The promise that confessed sins will be forgiven. 

3. The promise to keep us from falling 

Check (/) the true statements below: 

1. The woman who anointed Jesus loved Him because He had for- 
given her so much 

2. The parable of the debtor helped Simon to realize his own 
need 

3. Judas criticized the woman for her act because he was sincerely 
interested in the poor 

Fill the blanks in the following statements: 

1. Publicans were collectors. 

2 was "the chief among the publicans" 

of Jericho. 

3. "The Son of man is come to and to that 

which was " 

4. True involves restitution. 

Q From what story do we learn that our neighbor is anyone who needs 
our help? 

The , 

(Over) 9 
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Write in the words which complete the following text: 

"Behold, is the ; behold, 

is the day of " 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



1 These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. j 

I If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by | 

j section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- | 

| ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well | 

to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless | 

you as you write. We are praying for YOU. I 

L ; ! 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
f*!J r*o-*6880-5-66 The Light of the World — Test 9 
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The Sermon on the Mount 



Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew 
you to whom he is like: he is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, 
and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat 
vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it teas founded upon 

a rock.— Luke 6:47, 48. 



The sermon on the mount was delivered soon after 
the ordination of the twelve apostles. The multitude 
had gathered near the Sea of Galilee to hear Jesus 
preach, and He led them back to the mountainside. 
Seating Himself on the grass with the disciples close by 
and the great crowd stretching out before Him, Christ 
presented His most famous sermon. 

The sermon on the mount has been called the Magna 
Charta of Christianity. It is the most important sermon 
recorded in the Bible, and no other discourse in the 
history of the Christian church can compare with it. In 
this powerful inaugural address, as it were, Christ de- 
clared the principles and objectives of His kingdom. 
In the beatitudes at the beginning of the sermon on the 
mount, Christ laid the foundation stones for His spirit- 
ual kingdom in the hearts of men. The beatitudes were 
His greeting not merely to the company before Him, but 
to the whole human race. 

After the giving of the beatitudes Jesus proceeded to 
show how, by His grace, one's life may be transformed 
into a temple of righteousness. Then He concluded by 
stating that the house of faith in human experience will 
stand forever if men will obey the words He has spoken 
and build upon the solid foundation of the Scripture. 

Let us now join the crowd as the people wait expect- 
antly for Jesus to speak. There is a feeling that some- 
thing unusual is about to happen. The Master opens 
His mouth and begins to speak in a clear, ringing voice. 

Q SUBJECTS OF CHRIST'S KINGDOM 

(Read Matthew 5:1-12.) 

Gathered in the great crowd to hear Jesus are priests 
and farmers, businessmen and fishermen, housewives 
and little children. All classes of people are represented. 

°For a good Scriptural preview of this lesson read Matthew 5, 6, 7; 
Luke 6:17-49. 



Christ does not isolate any one of these groups and say, 
"You, and you only, are the subjects of My kingdom." 
He pronounces a blessing upon men and women of 
all classes and races who reflect His character. Christ 
has words of blessing for: 

1. The Poor in Spirit: "Blessed are the poor in spirit: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 5:3. 
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Translated from a Greek word which means "happy," 
the word "blessed" is used as the lead word in this 
sermon. The opening expression shows that Christ's 
mission to the world was to bring happiness to men. 
Only those who recognize their spiritual poverty and 
feel their need of God are acceptable to Him. Jesus 
recognizes the humble and the contrite ones as the sub- 
jects of His kingdom. (Isaiah 57:15.) 

2. Those Who Mourn: "Blessed are they that mourn: 
for they shall be comforted." Matthew 5:4. 

As we listen to these words, we are greatly encouraged. 
Not only those who sorrow for their sins, but those also 
who grieve over the loss of loved ones and friends, are 
comforted and blessed by God. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort 
them, and make them rejoice from their sorrow. — Jere- 
miah 31:13. 

3. The Meek: "Blessed are the meek: for they shall 
inherit the earth." Matthew 5:5. 

Christ offers a blessing here to those who are lowly in 
heart, who exercise self-control, and who do not take 
offense when they are misjudged or treated cruelly. 
Those who calmly wait upon the Lord and trust Him 
in all things will someday inherit the earth. (See 
Revelation 21 and 22.) 

4. Those Who Hunger for Righteousness: "Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: 
for they shall be filled." Matthew 5:6. 

Those who make room in their hearts for Jesus will 
find true satisfaction in life. The fruits of righteousness 
will appear in their lives. God will "do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us." Ephesians 3:20. These 
soul-hungry followers of God will be filled with His 
righteousness. 

5. The Merciful: "Blessed are the merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy." Matthew 5:7. 

God Himself is "merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth." Exodus 34:6. 
Those who are His followers become like Him in char- 
acter, and eventually will live with Him forever in His 
sinless Paradise. They obtain mercy, and all sighing 
and tears and troubles will flee away. 

(Notice how Jesus develops the steps in the Christian 
life, going from one phase of blessing to another. While 
the Christian works on the plan of adding virtue to his 
life, God works on the plan of multiplying His blessings 
and His grace.) 

6. The Pure in Heart: "Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God." Matthew 5:8. 

Those who expect to see God face to face will shun 
all impurity of speech and thought, and all impure acts. 
They find divine grace sufficient to deliver them from 
all immoral habits. Human weakness is made strong in 
Christ's purity. Turning their backs upon the weak 
and sinful elements of the carnal nature, they behold 
Jesus in all His beauty and holiness, and are transformed. 

7. The Peacemakers: "Blessed are the peacemakers: 
for they shall be called the children of God." Matthew 
5:9. 



The prophet Isaiah said: 

O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! 
then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness 
as the waves of the sea. — Isaiah 48:18. 

The reason why men are at war with God and with 
one another is that they oppose God's law. (Read 
Exodus 20:3-17; Romans 13:8-10.) The evil passions 
which stir up trouble and instigate war are the spirit of 
rebellion against the Ten Commandments. Men may try 
to bring peace, but all their efforts are doomed to 
failure unless the grace of Christ is in their hearts. 
Only when there is love for God's law will people be 
different and bring forth "the peaceable fruit of right- 
eousness. " Hebrews 12:11. Peace is the gift of God, the 
consciousness of right doing that comes to the loyal sub- 
ject of His kingdom. 

8. Those Who Are Persecuted: "Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for their's 
is the kingdom of heaven." Matthew 5:10. 

Someone has called Christianity a "disturbing element" 
in our society; and this is true. Christ's teachings expose 
sin, and that, makes men angry. Rather than acknowl- 
edge their guilt and turn to God for pardon, they cling 
to their wrongdoing and oppose those who stand for the 
right. Jesus encouraged His followers to rejoice when 
they were ill treated rather than indulge in self-pity 
or retaliation. 

Pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you; that ye may be the children of your Father which 
is in heaven. — Matthew 5:44, 45. 

As we read the beatitudes we note that Jesus speaks 
with authority as one telling the truth, and His descrip- 
tion of the conditions for obtaining security and happiness 
appeals to us. 

But Christ has not ended His sermon. In fact, He has 
just begun. 

g WHAT ARE CHRIST'S FOLLOWERS 
DECLARED TO BE? 

At this point in His address Jesus proceeds to show 
the positive, dynamic force of true religion. Christianity 
is a life that shines like the light. It is like salt that 
flavors and preserves. It is not a dead, formal profession, 
but a living, guiding principle in the life. 

Ye are the salt of the earth: . . . Ye are the light of the 
world, . . . Let your light . . . shine before men. — Mat- 
thew 5:13-16. 

Christians are not to isolate themselves from their 
fellow men like hermits, but to mingle freely with others 
that, like salt, they might preserve and flavor the world 
of men. Their influence, strengthened by Christ's pres- 
ence in their lives, will save the world from becoming 
wholly corrupt. 

Jesus instructs the people to let the knowledge of 
His teaching spread beyond Palestine and the Jewish 
nation out into the Greek and Roman spheres of influence. 
The Jews were exclusive, claiming salvation only for 
themselves. Jesus shows that God's gift of redemption 
is for the whole world. Like the light of the sun, it is 
to warm the hearts of all. 
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gj WHAT DOES CHRIST TEACH ABOUT THE 

LAW? 

There is now an air of expectancy in the crowd as 
Jesus turns attention to the law. As we listen to His 
words, we see that His purpose is to "magnify the law 
and make it honourable" in the sight of all men. (Isaiah 
42:21.) Listen now as He speaks: 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For 
verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled. — Matthew 5:17, 18. (Read also verses 
19-47.) 

Jesus came to show by His earthly life that Gods law 
applies to all human conduct. His own character is an 
illustration of its holy precepts. 

Centuries before — in Moses' time — the Ten Command- 
ments had been given on Mount Sinai (see Exodus 20) 
to reveal to men the nature of sin. The law exposes 
man's guilt and creates in the human heart a feeling of 
its need of God. As a Geiger counter has the fantastic 
power to detect radioactive metals, so the law of God 
has the ability to expose sin in the life. Then the Holy 
Spirit convicts men of their need of a Saviour. The law, 
therefore, becomes an agent in bringing sinners to Christ 
that they may be justified by faith in Him. The law does 
not save them. Christ alone can save. But when He 
saves, He does not abolish the law. 

"Till heaven and earth pass," said Jesus, "one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be 
fulfilled/' Though heaven and earth may pass away, 
the divine law of God will always endure. Therefore, 
the stars shining in the heavens above and the solid 
earth upon which we stand are witnesses that God's 
commandments are changeless and eternal. 

It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle 
of the law to fail. — Luke 16:17. 

And now Jesus takes one commandment at a time and 
explains the depth of the divine requirement. (See 
Matthew 5:17-48.) He shows how far-reaching are the 
principles of heaven. His teaching makes it clear that 
a mere outward show of obedience is of no value. The 
sinful thought and the lustful look are wrong, even as 
the outward act of sin. Adultery and murder begin in 
the mind, the result ot evil thoughts. By His own life 
of love and purity, Jesus showed that men could rise 
above their natural passions and appetites and become 
the obedient sons of God. We may overcome all our 
weaknesses through faith in Him. He will impart the 
Holy Spirit to His children to help them overcome and 
to keep them "from falling." Jude 24. As Jesus lived a 
righteous life in human flesh, so may we. The Lord 
says of those who believe in Him: 

I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be mv people. — 2 Corinthians 
6:16. 

gj WHAT DOES JESUS SAY FURTHER ABOUT 
PRACTICAL RELIGION? 

Jesus now gives instruction about making gifts to the 
church, and about prayer and fasting. 

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be 
seen of them: . . . And when thou prayest, . . . pray to 
thy Father which is in secret, and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. — Matthew 
6:1,5,6. ADVENTIST 
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Let nothing be done to win praise or to excite feelings 
of self-admiration. Don t think that you can earn God's 
favor by your good works. Remember, it is His grace 
that saves you. Be sincere and humble when you give. 
Do so liberally and without ostentation. Give to help 
worthy causes, not to draw attention to yourself. Don't 
pray to be seen and heard of men. Commune with God 
as with a friend. If you fast, make your appearance 
as pleasing as possible so that men will not know that 
you are fasting. Avoid the show and parade of the 
Pharisee. In all your service to God and man, be help- 
ful, humble, simple, sincere in motive, and God will 
bless you. 

Jesus next states a vital truth about allegiance. "No 
man can serve two masters," He declares. Loyalty to 
God should be a fixed principle in the Christian's life. 

The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye 
be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if 
thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of dark- 
ness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, 
how great is that darkness! No man can serve two 
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. — Matthew 
6:22-24. (Read also verses 19-21.) 

As we continue to listen to the sermon on the mount, 
we are convinced that a man cannot serve God accept- 
ably if he has a divided heart. The reason why some 
Christians falter is that they are not fully consecrated 
to God. They stumble because they walk in semi-dark- 
ness. They live in the twilight zone, and as long as 
they remain there, they cannot walk with confidence. 
But if they will come out into the open light, the Sun 
of Righteousness will shine upon their pathway and 
show them the way of peace. 

g| CHRIST SPEAKS TO THE FEARFUL 

Now Christ's face lights up with heavenly sunshine 
as He continues with words of cheer for those who are 
inclined to worry. 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 
Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. — Matthew 
6:33,34. (Read also verses 25-32.) 

These magic words of Jesus break the spell of fear. 
After speaking of God's care over the birds of the sky 
and the flowers of the field, He says: 

Are not ye of much more value than they? . . . Be not 
therefore anxious for the morrow. — Verses 26, 34, A.R.V. 

As we listen it becomes clear that we are to follow 
Christ day by day. Tomorrow has not yet come, and 
yesterday is gone forever. We have only one day at a 
time in which to live, so let us trust God now. He has 
promised strength only for today. 



LET GOD BE THE JUDGE 



a 

The apostle Paul says: "Examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the faith; prove your own selves/' 2 Corinthians 
13:5. This is our work. Christ admonishes further: 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judg- 
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 
And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's 
eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own 
eye? — Matthew 7:1,2. 

When we judge others, we pass judgment on our- 
selves. Let God be the Judge. Listen to Pauls words: 



Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou 
art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same 
things. — Romans 2:1. 

How much better it is to speak good of others and 
to believe the best concerning them. Only in this way 
can our minds be spared from the poisonous virus of 
prejudice, ill will, and open hostility. Besides, we do 
not have all the facts, do we? As Alexander Pope once 
remarked: 

" 'Tis with our judgments as our watches, none 
Go just alike, yet each believes his own." 
What time is it now by your watch? Ask someone 
else that same question. His watch will tell a different 
time. Even so our judgment of people may differ. 
Let God be the Judge! 

Q HOW TO APPROACH GOD IN PRAYER 

Attitudes mean much in worship. We are to make 
our requests known to God in simple faith. 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. — Matthew 7:7. 

"Without faith," said the apostle Paul, "it is impossible 
to please him [God]: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him." Hebrews 11:6. Prayer is a 
two-way street: an avenue of access to God, and an 
avenue of blessing from God. When we pray, we are 
not to doubt or to be fearful about the answer. God 
will give to us "exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think." Ephesians 3:20. We may not receive 
exactly what we request, or as quickly as we wish. But 
we may believe that God will give what He sees is for 
our good — something even better than we have asked 
of Him. 

Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and 
cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, be- 
cause ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye 
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts, — 
James 4:2, 3. 

God is too wise to err. If our prayers are selfish, He 
will shape circumstances so that we shall become aware 
of our shortsightedness. Henry Ward Beecher said: "It 
is not well for a man to pray cream and live skim milk." 
A rich experience requires a rich faith, and these should 
accompany earnest prayer. 

WHAT IS THE GOLDEN RULE? 

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law 
and the prophets. — Matthew 7:12. 

This is what we call the golden rule, the best of all 
rules for men to live by. Jesus said that it represented 
the principles of "the law and the prophets." The stand- 
ard of our obligation to others is found in what we our- 
selves would regard as their obligation to us. Not how 



much we can get, but how much we can give, is God's 
rule of conduct. We are to put ourselves in the place 
of others and enter into their feelings, treating them as 
we would wish to be treated if we were to exchange 
places. Christ's life is the best example of the golden 
rule. The principles of true courtesy, kindness, and un- 
selfishness were revealed in everything He did. 

g] THE TEST OF SINCERITY 

There are those who say: "Believe, believe in Christ — 
only believe and you will be saved. You need not keep 
the law — only believe," But a belief that does not lead 
to obedience is presumption, so Jesus taught that — 

By their fruits ye shall know them. — Matthew 7:20. 
(Read also verses 13-20.) 

Obedience is the test of discipleship. He in whose 
heart the law of love is written proves the sincerity of 
his profession by following the example of Jesus. 

Hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments. — 1 John 2:3. 

It is the fruit which we bear that shows the kind of 
trees we are — trees of evil or trees of righteousness. If 
the seed planted in the heart is the Word of God and 
the law of God (see Psalm 119:11; Hebrews 8:10), the 
fruit will certainly be good. 

[f] THE FOUNDATION OF CHRISTIAN 
CHARACTER 

Jesus has built His sermon up to a grand climax and 
is about to end His instruction. We listen carefully as 
He describes the man who builds his house of faith upon 
His divine teaching, and not only hears His words but 
"doeth them." 

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which 
built his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a 
rock. — Matthew 7:24, 25. (Read also verses 26-29.) 

The shifting sands of human theories and traditions 
are unsafe material upon which to build the temple of 
life. The storms of temptation will sweep away every 
house that is founded upon self, every house that is not 
built upon the Rock Jesus Christ. The Master Teacher 
calls upon all to hear His words and to build upon this 
foundation of truth. 

As we look about us we see that the truths taught in 
this wonderful sermon are just as applicable today as 
when the Saviour gave them to the multitude on the 
mountainside by the sea of Galilee. 

Are you building on the right foundation? Have you 
received Christ's words as the guide for your life? If so, 
dear friend, you may be sure that you will not fall when 
the storms of trial and temptation beat upon you. 



Lesson 11 Will Answer the Following Questions: * 1U 
WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS' STATEMENT: 

"THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND"? 
WILL THE KINGDOM OF GOD FINALLY TRIUMPH OVER ALL THE 

KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD? 
WHO WILL BE THE SUBJECTS OF GOD'S ETERNAL KINGDOM? 
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THE LIGHT OF THE ^offl^MS^RRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Sermon on the Mount 

Test Questions — Lesson 10 Registration No. 

El In the first part of His sermon on the mount, Christ pronounced a 
blessing upon eight classes of people. Name them. 

1 

2 , 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

gj To what two common things are Christians likened in Matthew 
5:13, 14? 

1 2 



jgj Check (/) the true statements below: 

1. Jesus came to magnify the law and to make it honorable 

2. The law of God reveals sin to men 

3. Only Christ can save us 

4. The law of God will endure forever 

5. Jesus is our example in righteous living 

£J Fill the blanks in the following texts: 

1. "Take heed that ye do not your before , to be 

seen of them." 

2. "No man can serve masters." 

3. "If therefore thine eye be , thy whole body shall be 

full of " 

H When only may we actually receive help from God? Check (/) one: 
Yesterday Today Tomorrow 

[Sj If the following statements are true, write "Yes" in the blanks; if false, 
write "No." 

1. Our work is to examine ourselves. 

2. By judging others, we condemn ourselves 

3. Only God is qualified to judge 

(Over) 10 
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Kj What prornises did Jesus make to those who bring their requests to 
God? (Complete the statements.) 

1. "Ask, * 

2. "Seek, " 

3. "Knock, " 

In what book, chapter, and verse of the Bible is the golden rule found? 



m Fill the blanks below: 

"By their . ye shall know them." 

"Hereby we do know that we know him, if we his 



jjj] Underline the true statements: 

1. A wise man builds upon a rock. 

2. Jesus Christ is the Rock. 

3. His words are a sure foundation for character building. 

4. The truths taught in the sermon on the mount were for the 
people of that time only. 

BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No. 



City ... State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
^.Nr eo _* 688 o_5. 66 The Light of the World — Test 10 

U S. A" 
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Dear Student: 

Have you enjoyed these lessons? If so, why not contact one or two 
of your friends or relatives and invite them to take one of the fol- 
lowing Bible Courses? Please check the course desired. 

□ Bible Explorers' Club (Age 9-12 ) 

□ Bright Horizon (Youth) 

□ Faith Bible Course (Adult) 

□ Light of the World ( Life of Christ ) 

□ Helps for Alcoholics 

This is all you need. Enroll someone, and return this application 
with your test sheets. If you are enrolling more than one, write 
other names on the back of this sheet. Indicate which course for 
each name. 



Mr., Mrs., Miss 

Street and Number 

P. O. Box No Rural Route No. 

Rural Route Box No. 

City State Zip Code 

THE VOICE OF PROPHECY 
Box 55, Los Angeles, California 90053 

8313— 5 0M— 1-68 
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The Kingdom of God 

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their Synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing alV manner of sickness and all manner 
of disease among the peopled— Matthew 4:23. 



During the early days of His public ministry in Judea, 
and later in Galilee, Jesus "went about . . . preach- 
ing the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner 
of sickness." He was a powerful "kingdom" preacher. 
Much of His time was spent explaining to the people 
the nature of the kingdom that He had come to estab- 
lish. Early in His ministry He journeyed to Nazareth, 
the scene of His boyhood and youth, and there in the 
synagogue one Sabbath day He stood up and read to 
the people from the prophets. If you had been in the 
congregation that day, you would have heard His melo- 
dious voice repeating Isaiah's kingdom prophecy: 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound. — Isaiah 61:1. 

Then as Jesus finished reading this passage from the 
prophet, you would have heard Him say with deep 
feeling, and with obvious reference to His own work, 
"This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears." (Read 
Luke 4:16-30.) But the response from the worshipers 
was unfavorable. The people were maddened by Christ's 
application of this prophecy to Himself. They seized Him 
and would have taken His life by throwing Him over the 
brow of a nearby hill had not God miraculously inter- 
vened to save His Son. "No prophet is accepted in his 
own country,'' said Jesus. (Luke 4:24.) 

But even outside Nazareth, Jesus found that His an- 
nouncement of the kingdom stirred up controversy and 
opposition. Why? Because He, like John, called the 
people to repentance and a new life. "Repent ye, and 
believe the gospel," He said. (Mark 1:15.) But they did 
not want to repent nor to change their ways. 

As we turn to other incidents in the life of Christ we 
will see how, in one crisis after another, He stirred up 
the spiritual sensibilities of the people and tried to lead 
them away from their false ideas to accept the principles 
and teachings of His kingdom. 



Q HOW DID JESUS ANNOUNCE HIS 
KINGDOM? 

Everywhere Jesus went He announced that "the king- 
dom of God is at hand!' 

Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. — Mark 
1:14,15. 

When Jesus said, "The time is fulfilled," He referred 
to the prophecy of Daniel, which forecast the exact 
time of His anointing for leadership in the kingdom. 
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This time prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27) pointed to Jesus' 
baptism by John in A.D. 27, near the close of the 
seventy-weeks prophecy. Then He was anointed as the 
Messiah by the Holy Spirit. (See Daniel 9:25; John 
1:41; Matthew 3:16.) Daniel's time prophecy is fully 
explained in the popular FAITH Bible Course, a series 
of lessons on Bible prophecy and teachings, sponsored 
by The Voice of Prophecy. 

So we see that Christ's public work began on time. 
The "kingdom" message began to be preached by the 
Messiah exactly as the prophet Daniel had foretold. This 
is a striking confirmation of the mission of Jesus, who 
came to earth as God's anointed Son to establish His 
kingdom. 

gj WHAT IS THE NATURE OF CHRIST'S 
KINGDOM? 

Some time after Jesus first announced, "The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 4:17), a group of 
Pharisees came to Him demanding when the kingdom 
of God should come. To them "the kingdom" implied 
an armed struggle for freedom from the Romans resulting 
in national independence. 

And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the 
kingdom of God should come, he answered them and 
said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 
neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, 
the kingdom of God is within you, — Luke 17:20, 21. 

These religious leaders saw no outward signs that a 
kingdom such as they expected was being set up by 
Christ. They insinuated, therefore, that both John and 
Jesus were impostors, but the Saviour answered: "The 
kingdom of God cometh not with outward show [margin]: 
neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, 
the kingdom of God is within you" In other words: 
"Don't look for earthly power and pomp to mark the 
coming of My kingdom, for the kingdom I have come to 
establish is not a temporal one. It is in the hearts and 
minds of men." 

Jesus did not come with outward show or with sword 
and spear. The gospel of His grace and love was the 
only sword that He unsheathed for the deliverance of 
His people. The weapons of His warfare were not carnal 
but spiritual. His kingdom message was the emancipa- 
tion proclamation to all the spiritual slaves of sin, not 
to the political slaves of Rome. Paul said: 

The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned, — 
1 Corinthians 2:14. 

In His sermon on the mount, Christ laid down the 
terms of citizenship in His spiritual kingdom, but 
Israel refused to accept those terms. Not many among 
His own countrymen accepted Him (John 1:11), but in 
the years that followed those whom His spirit made, 
humble, those who were meek and merciful and coura- 
geous, accepted His principles and became the subjects 
of His kingdom. (Read Matthew 5:3-12.) 

All Christ's teachings concerning the spiritual nature 
of His kingdom did not change the false conceptions 
held by the Jews. His parables illustrating the nature 
of the kingdom of heaven only antagonized the leaders 



of Israel who, with strong national pride, looked for the 
day when the favored people would be delivered from 
the Roman yoke. To them this was more important than 
deliverance from sin. 

g WHY DID ISRAEL NOT ENTER THE 
KINGDOM? 

Christ reminded the Jews that they had misinterpreted 
the Scriptures. This, He implied, was one reason why 
they lacked the power and blessing of God. 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not know- 
ing the scriptures, nor the power of God* — Matthew 
22:29. (Read also Mark 12:24.) 

These solemn words were spoken to correct a common 
error about marriage in the next life (Mark 12:18-23), 
but they apply with equal force to the erroneous belief 
held by the Jews regarding Christ's kingdom. The 
Old Testament scriptures that point to the second ad- 
vent of Christ, when He will come in power and glory, 
Israel had applied to the work which they thought 
He should do at His first advent. This misapplication 
of Scripture led to Israel's rejection of the Saviour. If 
they had rightly understood the Scriptures, they might 
have recognized Christ when He came, accepted Him 
as the Messiah, and entered into God's kingdom. 

It is written that "no prophecy of the scripture is of 
any private interpretation/' 2 Peter 1:20. It is true that 
some texts are hard to understand. ( See 2 Peter 3:15-17. ) 
But we need not be misled if we will seek for the true 
meaning of God's Word by comparing text with text. 
(1 Corinthians 2:13.) This promise of Jesus is sure: 

If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. — 
John 7:17. 

gj CHRIST'S KINGDOM NOT OF THIS WORLD 

At the time of His trial before Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman governor, Jesus made it clear that His kingdom 
was not a worldly kingdom. 

My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were 
of this world, then would my servants fight, . . . but now 
is my kingdom not from hence. — John 18:36. (Read 
also 1 John 2:15-17.) 

The Roman government that administered Palestine 
in Christ's day was notoriously corrupt. Taxes were un- 
reasonably high; political offices were bought and sold. 
Jesus knew that the government was bad, but He did 
not attempt any civil reforms, nor did He attack the 
Roman rulers or their methods of administration. He 
had the wisdom to see that there was a better approach. 
If there were to be a change for the better in human 
society, the heart of man must be regenerated by having 
a new principle of life implanted within it. 

The Jews wanted a kingdom like the nations around 
them, and if Jesus had been willing to set up a temporal 
dominion and to enforce the laws of God the way they 
interpreted them, and if they could have been the offi- 
cers of that kingdom to execute the rules of their religion 
on all mankind, they would gladly have received Him 
as the Messiah. But Christ disappointed them. He would 
not accept the earthly throne which might have been 
His. He wanted only to rule on the throne of the human 
heart with the full consent of all His subjects. 
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As many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. — 
John 1:12, IS. 

The change must begin in the individual. He must 
be born again, spiritually renewed by the Holy Spirit. 
(See John 3:1-17.) Those who receive Christ into 
their lives receive the "power to become the sons of 
God." This spiritual rebirth is the only way to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. It is the only power that will make 
men better. Legal enactments enforcing religious laws 
upon unwilling subjects will never make the sons of 
men to be sons of God. Love, not force, is the basis 
of Christ's kingdom, as we shall see. 

0 WHAT IS THE LAW OF CHRIST'S 
KINGDOM? 

There are two great principles, Christ said, upon which 
the law of His kingdom is founded — love to God and 
love to men. The Great Teacher made this plain one 
day when a scribe questioned Him about the law. 
(Mark 12:28-31; Matthew 22:34-40.) 

The first four of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20: 
3-11) are summed up in the first precept, "Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart." Matthew 22:37. 
The last six (Exodus 20:12-17) are included in the other, 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Matthew 
22:39. These two love commandments sum up the great 
principles governing Christ's kingdom. These two prin- 
ciples cannot be separated. Christ taught that a man 
cannot love God and at the same time hate his neighbor, 
neither can he love his neighbor while hating God. If 
we love God, we shall love our neighbor. If we love 
our neighbor, we shall love God. The law of love and 
the law of the Ten Commandments are one law. (Ro- 
mans 13:8-10.) And "God is love." 1 John 4:8. He and 
His law stand or fall together. 

Christ came to restate the moral law of Ten Command- 
ments in terms of love, a principle which the people did 
not understand, although in the very heart of the Deca- 
logue were the words, "I the Lord thy God" show "mercy 
unto . . . them that love me and keep my commandments" 
Exodus 20:5, 6. Jesus revealed that without LOVE and 
FAITH, mere respect for the law is not acceptable to 
God. The form without the power is worthless (2 Tim- 
othy 3:5), but love and faith establish the law as the 
great rule of the kingdom. (Romans 3:31.) 

By His grace Jesus saves us from breaking the law of 
His kingdom. This He does by writing the law of love 
in our hearts by His Holy Spirit, and this fulfills the 
promise of the new covenant. (Hebrews 8:10-13.) To 
every believer Jesus offers spiritual freedom and grace. 
But without love, obedience to the law is a yoke of 
bondage (Galatians 5:1), and there is no salvation in it. 

gj CHRIST'S KINGDOM FIRST 

Now, if love to God is the first commandment, then 
His kingdom must occupy first place in the lives of His 
followers. In His sermon on the mount, Christ said: 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. — Matthew 
6:33. (See also verses 22-24, 30-33; Luke 9:57-62; 
14:33.) 
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The kingdom of heaven is for those who love God 
above all else. It is not for the halfhearted. The half- 
Christian cannot be a member of Christ's kingdom. 
Dwight L. Moody used to tell the story about an apple 
tree which grew so near the fence that half of its branches 
hung over the roadside. Describing this tree, he said: 

"There it stood, half in the orchard and the other half 
out. And when the fruit was ripe every man and boy 
that went by threw a stick or a stone into that tree to 
bring an apple down. The other trees that stood fully 
in the orchard were not bothered that way. And the 
man who tries to live half in the world and half in the 
kingdom of Christ is going to have a tough time of it 
all the way around." 

Many want the kingdom of God, but few want it 
first. Everyone wants to be saved, but how few there 
are who want to be saved in God's way. 

Q FINAL TRIUMPH OF CHRIST'S KINGDOM 

The transfiguration of Christ on the mountaintop 

served to represent to His followers the final triumph of 

His kingdom. 

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John 
his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain 
apart, and was transfigured before them: and his face 
did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the 
light. And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses 
and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter, and 
said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if 
thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for 
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thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he 
yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: 
and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye 
him. — Matthew 17:1-5. (See also Mark 9:2-10; Luke 
9:28-36.) 

If you had been there on the mountain of transfigura- 
tion, you would have beheld a beautiful representation 
of the future phase of Christ's kingdom — the kingdom 
of His glory. Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ 
in the midst of a blaze of heavenly light. In this never- 
to-be-forgotten scene, the three disciples who were 
present saw in miniature the second coming of the Lord 
Jesus when He shall appear in the clouds of heaven as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. (Luke 21:27; Revelation 
1:7; 19:11-16.) Then the kingdom of God's glory will 
begin, and Christ will rule supreme. This, of course, is 
still in the future. 

Moses had passed under the dominion of death, but 
he had been raised from the dead and taken to heaven. 
( Jude 9. ) Elijah had been translated to heaven without 
seeing death. (2 Kings 2:11.) These Old Testament 
characters, now glorified beings, appeared with their 
Lord on the mount. Suddenly He was transfigured 
with a glory exceeding theirs. When the three disciples 
beheld this, they were filled with awe. But the scene 
they beheld, glorious as it was, was not to be mistaken 
for the event it represented. The transfiguration of 
Jesus was but a miniature preview of His second com- 
ing to begin the kingdom of glory. (2 Peter 1:16-18.) 

The presence of Moses represented those who will 
be raised from the dead at Christ's second coming. The 
presence of Elijah represented the translated ones who 
will be taken to heaven without seeing death when 
Jesus appears the second time. 

There is a present and a future phase to the kingdom 
of God: first, the kingdom of grace; second, the kingdom 
of glory. At His first advent, Christ established the first 
phase of the kingdom. At His second advent, He will 
establish the second. This life affords everyone an oppor- 
tunity for the spiritual kingdom of grace to work a 
change in his life. Those who yield their hearts to be- 
come the subjects of His grace will someday see the 
heavens opening to welcome them into the eternal king- 
dom of His glory. Then the righteous dead will be 
raised and the living saints will be "changed in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump" (1 Corin- 
thians 15:52), and "caught up ... to meet the Lord in 
the air." 1 Thessalonians 4:17. This "mortal must put on 
immortality, [and] this corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption." 1 Corinthians 15:53. Oh, what a day of glory 
that will be! Will you be there with your loved ones? 



Q WHO ARE THE HEIRS OF THE KINGDOM? 

The future kingdom of glory will be established on 
this earth. "The meek . . . shall inherit the earth" ( Mat- 
thew 5:5) is the promise Christ made to His followers. 
The home of the saved will be a beautiful land, a coun- 
try inhabited only by the righteous. This world will be 
given to the heirs of God's kingdom as their eternal 
dwelling place. (2 Peter 3:13.) Two great prophecies 
will then be fulfilled: 

And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to 
the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey him. — Daniel 7:27, 

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever. — Revelation 11:15. 

Notice: (1) the saints receive the kingdom; (2) Christ 
reigns as King. (See also 1 Corinthians 15:22-28.) It 
is for the coming of this final kingdom of glory that 
Christ taught us to pray. (Matthew 6:10.) When this 
dominion is restored, we shall see fulfilled the promise 
that God made to Abraham: "All the land of Canaan" 
shall be "an everlasting possession." Genesis 17:8. "Ca- 
naan land" will be this entire world made new by* the 
Creator ( Revelation 21, 22 ) , and it will be the possession 
of God's children forever. 

Abraham is represented in the Bible as "the father of 
the faithful" of all ages. The children of Abraham are 
the children of faith. Those who have faith in Christ 
are heirs of the everlasting kingdom. "If ye be Christ's, 
then are ye Abrahams seed, and heirs according to the 
promise." Galatians 3:29. (Read also Galatians 4:4-7.) 

You may decide the question of an inheritance in 
that eternal kingdom by saying: "By faith I accept 
Jesus as my personal Saviour. I accept His spiritual 
reign in my heart. I am willing that His law of love 
should rule in my life. I want to become a citizen in 
His kingdom." All who enter into this experience by 
faith become heirs of God through Christ. They find 
righteousness, peace, and joy, for Paul said: 

The kingdom of God is . . • righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. — Romans 14:17. 

Finally, when Christ returns as "King of kings and 
Lord of lords" (Revelation 19:16), they become citizens 
of the eternal kingdom of glory. 

So, dear friend, have faith in Christ. He is your 
Saviour. He will provide you with a passport and a 
title deed to dwell with Him forever in the earth made 
new. 



Lesson 12 Will Answer the Following Questions: * u ' 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT CHRIST'S PERSONAL AP- 
PEARANCE AND MANNER? 

DOES THE EXPRESSION "WITHOUT SIN" APPLY ONLY TO JESUS? 

WHY IS MORAL CHARACTER MORE IMPORTANT THAN INTEL- 
LECTUAL KNOWLEDGE? 
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The Kingdom of God 
Test Questions — Lesson 11 

Q Underline the correct word to complete the following statement: 

The exact time when Jesus would be baptized and anointed by 
the Holy Spirit was prophesied by (Isaiah, Daniel, Jeremiah). 

|H Write "True" or "False" after each of the following statements : 

1. The Jews understood the nature of Christ's kingdom 

2. The kingdom of God is within us 

3. Jesus came to establish a temporal kingdom 

Fill in the blanks below: 

1. The . rejected Jesus because they misapplied the 

concerning His kingdom. 

2. "If any man will do , he shall 

of the " 

; p| Underline the correct word to complete each of the following statements: 

1. The nature of Christ's kingdom is (political, democratic, spirit- 
ual) . 

2. (Force, Love) is the basis of Christ's kingdom. 

|g| State the two principles upon which the law of Christ's kingdom 
is founded. 

1. 

2 

Jg| Fill in the blanks below: 

"Seek ye the , 

and his " 



g| Check (/) the true statements: 

1. Christ's future kingdom of glory was represented by the trans- 
figuration 

2. Moses represented the righteous dead who will be raised at 
Christ's second coming 

3. Elijah represented the righteous living who will be translated 
to heaven when Jesus comes again. 

4. At the transfiguration, God acknowledged Jesus as His Son. 



5. At His first advent, Christ established His kingdom of grace. 

6. At His second advent, He will establish His kingdom of glory. 

(Over) 11 
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13 Galatians 3:29 tells us who will be the heirs of the kingdom of glory. 
Fill in the blanks below: 

"If ye be , then are Abraham's seed, and 

according to the promise/* 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



| These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson, 

i If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 

I section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 

i ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 

I to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 

I you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 

L . 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street , 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 



City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
^Tn**— *6880— 5-66 The Light of the World — Test 11 

U. S. A- 
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Lesson 1 2 



The Master Man 



Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me. — John 14:6. 



If in only one point Christ had failed to exemplify 
true virtue, we would have lost our Guide on the 
road to heaven. But He did not fail. Therefore He 
is "the way" for us to go — in everything. We may 
safetly follow His example in our thoughts and actions. 
Charles Clayton Morrison once said: 

"If a man does not see in Jesus the 'highest, holiest 
manhood/ there is no argument that can convince him. 
Though one may be convinced that Jesus fulfilled the 
prophets, and wrought supernatural miracles, and rose 
from the dead, the belief of all this would not be* faith 
unless one discerns the intrinsic beauty and strength of 
the moral character of Jesus and responds to it in terms 
of conduct. In the character of Christ we are privileged 
to see what kind of being God is." — Treasury of the 
Christian Faith, p. 89. 

The perfect life of Christ revealed the perfect love 
and goodness of God the Father. This beautiful revela- 
tion of God's character was one of the most important 
accomplishments of Christ's mission. 

During His earthly life Jesus won every battle that He 
fought with Satan. He said, "The prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me." John 14:30. He could 
say to His enemies, as no man could say before Him or 
since: 

Which of you convinceth me of sin? ... I say the 
truth, why do ye not believe me? — John 8:46. ♦ 

In this lesson, we shall see how gloriously Christ car- 
ried out His purpose to reveal the perfect character of 
God to the human family and how He proved that man's 
enemy, the devil, the instigator and perpetrator of sin, 
was a liar and a murderer from the beginning. (John 
8:44. ) You will especially enjoy this lesson, for in it you 
will see the many sides of the personal life and charac- 
ter of the Master Man. 

H WHAT IS THE CHIEF ATTRIBUTE 
OF GOD? 

"God is love." 1 John 4:8. No matter how we look at 
Him we behold His love. That one word, "love," best 
describes the character of the Father. The principle of 



love is His whole life. All His dealings with men and 
angels are charged through and through with divine com- 
passion and tenderness. 

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love* 
In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through him. Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. — 
1 John 4:8-10. 
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God's love sent His Son to seek the lost 
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When a sinner approaches God for pardon, he may 
hope for mercy. The love of God revealed through Jesus 
Christ grips him and he surrenders himself to a loving 
Saviour. God's love has been expressed by His best Gift. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved. — John 3:16, 17. 

By his subtle misrepresentation, Satan had led men to 
believe that God was a tyrant whose anger and wrath 
could be appeased only by sacrifice and toil. Jesus came 
from the Father's bosom to correct this false idea and by 
His life and ministry to show that the opposite was 
true — that the Father was just like Jesus, "holy, harmless, 
undented." Hebrews 7:26. 

It was love that led the Father to give His Son, and 
it was love that led Christ to give Himself. All heaven 
was emptied in that one gift. Could divine love for the 
human race have been expressed more convincingly? 
How true are Paul's words: 

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up. 
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things? — Romans 8:32. (See Romans 5:6-10.) 

g HOW IS LOVE DEFINED? 

The apostle Paul explains the meaning of love in the 
following words: 

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity cnvieth 
not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth 
not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not 
easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in in- 
iquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 
Charity never faileth. — 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. 

The word "charity" used here means "love." Since 
Christ is the living expression of God's love, we may 
rightly paraphrase these verses as follows: 

Christ suffereth long, and is kind; Christ envieth not; 
Christ vaunteth not Himself; He is not puffed up. 
Christ doth not behave Himself unseemly. He seeketh 
not His own; is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil. 
He rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the # truth; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Christ never faileth. 

Christ is all that love is. His earthly life was Heavens 
own definition of the nature and character of the great 
God of love. 

|] LOVE REVEALED IN CHRIST'S TEACHING 

In the three parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin, 
and the lost son, the love of God is revealed for all men: 
First, toward those who, like the helpless sheep, are 
lost and know it and want to return to God; second, 
toward the proud, self-satisfied, "lost-coin" sinners -who 
don't know that they are lost, but who when enlightened 
may return to God's house; third, toward the lost prod- 
igals who are lost and don't care; but the Father cares, 
and His love draws the wandering sinners home. 

Where could such love and tenderness be found ex- 
cept in the heavenly Father's heart and in the teachings 
of His divine Son? One well-known writer has said: 

"Multitudes who were not interested in the harangues 
of the rabbis were attracted by His [Jesus'] teaching. 



They could understand His words, and their hearts were 
warmed and comforted. He spoke of God, not as an 
avenging judge, but as a tender father, and He revealed 
the image or God as mirrored in Himself. His words 
were like balm to the wounded spirit. Both by His words 
and by His works of mercy He was breaking the oppres- 
sive power of the old traditions and man-made command- 
ments, and presenting the love of God in its exhaustless 
fullness."— Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 205. 

Q CHRIST'S COMPASSION FOR! THE SICK 

In His work for the sick and afflicted, Christ revealed 
His great compassion. 

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. — Matthew 
9:36. 

One of the many instances in which the mercy and 
kindliness of Christ are revealed is the following: 

And there ( eame a leper to him, beseeching him, and 
kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus, moved 
with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, 
and saith unto him, I will; be thou clean. And as soon 
as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed 
from him, and he was cleansed. — Mark 1 : 40-42. 

All who were the victims of disease — even the lepers — 
were the? objects of His loving interest and care. 

"He was interested in every phase of suffering that 
came under His notice, and to every sufferer He brought 
relief, His kind words having a soothing balm. . . . Virtue 
— the healing power of love — went out from Him to the 
sick and distressed. Thus in an unobtrusive way He 
worked for the people. . . . And this was why ... so 
many heard Him gladly." — Ibid., p. 92. 

And Christ is still the same today. (Hebrews 13:8.) 

gj CHRIST'S SYMPATHY FOR THE 
BEREAVED 

Jesus expressed keen sympathy for the friends and 
relatives who mourned the death of Lazarus. 

When Jesus therefore saw her [Mary] weeping, and 
the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned 
in the spirit, and was troubled, . . . Jesus wept, 
—John 11:33,35. 

Here we see the sorrow that Jesus felt at the loss of a 
friend. He had great sympathy for Lazarus' sisters, 
Martha and Mary. 

When Jesus came to the place where they had laid 
Lazarus, He was greatly troubled. Later, He raised him 
from the grave in which he had lain for four days. (John 
11:39.) Jesus had the capacity to weep with those who 
weep and to rejoice with those who rejoice. He was "the 
fountain of healing mercy for the world; . . . His life 
flowed out in currents of sympathy and tenderness. The 
aged, the sorrowing, and the sin-burdened, the children 
at play in their innocent joy, the little creatures of the 
groves, the patient beasts of burden, — all were happier 
for His presence. He whose word of power upheld the 
worlds would stoop to relieve a wounded bird. There 
was nothing beneath His notice, nothing to which He 
disdained to minister."— Ibid., p. 74. 
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0 THE PERSON AND MANNER OF CHRIST 

While Christ's appeal to the people was largely spirit- 
ual, there must have been something about His person 
that attracted them. His countenance was strong and 
noble. He was Godlike in His bearing, and every inch a 
man. Jesus did not present the feminine appearance 
with which many artists represent Him. He had no 
physical imperfections or blemishes. (1 Peter 1:19.) 
His hands were calloused by honest labor. He stood 
erect. His muscles were firm and strong. He had a 
mature and well-balanced personality. No man ever 
lived who felt as deeply as did He. He wept and He 
rejoiced, but He always maintained self-control, while 
confidently trusting in His heavenly Father. In Christ, 
divine compassion was blended with conscious power. 
He had some very remarkable characteristics. Let us 
note them here: 

1. He was surrounded by an atmosphere of peace. 
There was a magnetic spiritual power that attracted peo- 
ple into His presence. Only Christ could say: 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light. — Matthew 11:28-30. 

2. He had a commanding, yet pleasing, voice. He 
spoke "as one having authority, and not as the scribes." 
Matthew 7:29. The scribes read the law to the people in 
a dreary monotone, but Jesus' voice was different — 
clear, unhurried, persuasive, and refreshing as the lilting 
sound of a flowing brook. His language was correct, yet 
it was not heavy and labored. His teaching was power- 
ful and expressive, filled with pictures and action. Christ 
charmed His listeners and thrilled the very soul of all 
who paused to hear His words. 

3. He had a message for all classes. The deepest 
thinkers of Israel matched wits with Christ and found 
themselves humbled by His wisdom. Yet the uneducated 
could understand the theological discussions in which 
He" engaged. Christ knew how to appeal to the heart 
of the Pharisees like Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathaea, 
and Simon of Bethany — all Hebrews of the Hebrews. 
The illiterate also understood Him; and the heathen, 
like the Syrophoenician woman and the Roman centurion 
of Capernaum, were won by His compassion. (Mark 
7:24-30; Matthew 8:5-13.) He knew how to reach the 
hearts of all. Christ's life was so filled with the unselfish 
love of God that His divine nature was readily apparent. 

Q JESUS, THE MASTER MAN 

No matter from what angle we look at Christ, we see 
perfection. Let us consider some of His most prominent 
traits: 

1. Justice. Three times in the book of Acts, Christ is 
described as just. He is called "the Holy One and the 
Just" (Acts 3:14), "the Just One" (Acts 7:52), and "that 
Just One" (Acts 22:14). The implication is that Christ 
was equitable and fair. He was not biased nor preju- 
diced. He was merciful to Greeks, barbarians, Romans, 
and Jews alike. From Mark 7:24-30 and Matthew 8:5-13, 
we see that Christ freely offered His saving power to all 
men. (See also Acts 10; 11:1-18.) ADVENTIST 
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Since "we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ; that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad" (2 Corinthians 5:10), how happy and 
secure we should feel, knowing that He who will judge 
us is just and fair. 

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son: . . . And hath given him 
authority to execute judgment also, because he is the 
Son of man. — John 5:22,27. 

Because Jesus is "the Son of man" He can sympathize 
with us. Since He was once a man on this earth and 
understands every event and incident in our lives, He 
is the one who has been appointed as our judge. 

2. Simplicity. There was no self-assertion or false 
pride in Jesus' life. Neither was there any outward dis- 
play. If men had been attracted to Him because He 
possessed wealth or prestige, there might have been 
some ground for doubting their sincerity. Hundreds of 
years before Jesus was born, it had been prophesied 
of Him: 

He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to 
be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and the dimly burning flax [margin] shall he 
not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 
He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set 
judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for 
his law. — Isaiah 42:2-4. 

Christ was not a noisy preacher. There was no ostenta- 
tion or show. Jesus attracted men by the beauty of His 
character and the power of His message. Malachi de- 
scribed Him as "the Sun of Righteousness." Malachi 4:2. 
The sun does not burst upon the world suddenly to 
blind us, but gradually and gently. The prophet Hosea 
(6:3) had written of Christ, "His going forth is prepared 
as the morning." As the sun rises quietly and spreads 
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The beauty of Christ's character attracted all 



its light and warmth over all the earth, so Christ came to 
our world "with healing in his wings." Malachi 4:2. 

3. Faith and Courage. If we could put ourselves in 
Christ's place, we should know something of the strug- 
gles and conflicts of His life. Judging from the response 
of the masses, His work here on earth was a failure. 
Even His own disciples forsook Him and fled just when 
He needed them most. Yet Jesus was always of good 
courage and full of faith. He Himself declared through 
the prophet Isaiah: 

I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is with 
the Lord, and my work with my God. . . . Though 
Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the 
eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength. 
— Isaiah 49:4, 5. 

Jesus committed His ways to God. All His victories 
over sin, even His miracles of healing and His raising 
of the dead, were the fruitage of faith in God. Never 
did He exercise His divine powers without the consent 
and direction of His heavenly Father. He lived in con- 
tinual fellowship with God. And so, dear friend, may 
you and I. 

The great preacher Chrysostom was a man of faith 
and courage, and when the Roman emperor threatened 
him with banishment, he replied: "Thou canst not, for 
the world is my Fathers house. Thou canst not banish 
me." To this the emperor replied that he would kill him. 
"Thou canst not," said Chrysostom, "for my life is hid 
with Christ in God." The emperor then declared that 
he would take away his treasure. The mighty preacher 
said, "My treasure is in heaven, and my heart is 
there." The monarch then threatened to rob him of 
all his friends, to which he replied: "Thou canst not, 
for I have a Friend in heaven from whom thou canst 
not separate me. I defy thee. There is nothing thou 
canst do to hurt me." 

Such courage is but a reflection of the nature and 
character of Christ, and by faith it may be an activating 
force in the life of every believer in Christ. 

WHAT WAS THE SUPREME TEST OF JESUS' 
CHARACTER? 

Not only in His life but in His death, Jesus was the 
steadfast, courageous servant of God. He was never 



discouraged by criticism nor inflated by flattery. He 
was always the same. Not even the heart-rending cir- 
cumstances of His judgment and crucifixion could loosen 
His hold upon the Father. In spite of continual op- 
position, He determined to finish the work which God 
gave Him to do without a stain on His conscience or 
a blemish on His character. He faced the cross with 
His spirit braced for suffering. He stood the test because 
He was anchored in God. From His noble example 
Peter learned to be faithful until the end. He says: 

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should 
follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously. 
—1 Peter 2:21-23. 

Character is developed in the midst of trials and 
heartaches. (Hebrews 12:5-13.) Face your problems, 
dear friend. Solve them; don't shun them. The power 
of Christ's righteous life is available to you for victory 
over sin. (Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 12:2-4.) By faith 
you may claim His victory and overcome the world. 
(1 John 5:4; Galatians 2:20.) 

One day a man in Scotland bought a small bottle 
of attar of roses and placed it inside a vase that he 
had just purchased. When he got home he discovered 
that the bottle had broken and all the precious perfume 
had soaked into the clay of the vase. He set the 
vase in the living room, thinking that the scent of the 
perfume would soon disappear. But he was mistaken. 
For years the odor of the roses lingered in the vase. 
One day that great Christian minister, G. Campbell 
Morgan, came to visit him. Seated in the living room, 
he smelled the most delightful fragrance of roses, yet 
could see no flowers. When he asked the meaning of 
it all, his host explained it and said, "That vase has 
been giving out attar of roses to this household for more 
than twenty-five years." 

And so it is with Christ — -His body was broken, His 
blood was spilled for us, and the fragrance of His 
lovely character has filled the earth with the savor 
of the knowledge of God. He was indeed the Master 
Man! 



Lesson 13 Will Answer the Following Questions: 

ARE THE NEW TESTAMENT STORIES OF HEALING TRUE? 

DOES CHRIST ACTUALLY HEAL THE SICK TODAY? 

HOW SHALL WE EXERCISE FAITH IN GOD'S HEALING POWER? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Master Man 

Test Questions — Lesson 12 Registration No. 

Qj Fill in the blanks below: 

1. "God is " 

2. It was that led the Father to give His Son. 

3. It .was that led Christ to give Himself. 

H List six of the characteristics of charity, or love, which are found in 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8. 

1 4 

2 , 5 

3 6 



□ 



|g| Name three parables of Jesus whicli reveal the Fathers love for 
lost sinners. 



1 2 3. 

Underline the true statements: 

1. Jesus had compassion toward the afflicted. 

2. Jesus was careful not to come in too close contact with infec- 
tious diseases such as leprosy. 

3. Jesus is willing to help the sick today. 

What two words show that Jesus had sympathy for the bereaved? 



Q Check (v/> the phrases below which indicate the appeal that Jesus had for 
the people. 

1. His magnetic spiritual power. 

2. His haughty spirit 

3. His compassion for all men 

4. His powerful teaching 

5. His unselfish love 

Q Underline five words below which best describe the Saviour's manner of life 
and ministry: 

1. just 5. merciful 

2. compassionate 6. proud 

3; self-assertive 7. kind 

4. courageous 8. ostentatious 
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£jj Write "True" or "False" after the following statements : 

1. Jesus met little opposition in His work 

2. Jesus was victorious over every temptation 

3. Jesus was always of good courage 

4. By faith, we may claim His victory and be overcomers. 

5. Christian character may be developed by trials 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) H 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No. Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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Christ, the Great Healer 

And Jesus went about . . . healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease 
among the people. . . . And they brought unto him all sick people that were taken 
with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, 
and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 
—Matthew 4:23 ? 24. 



A well-known physician who was beloved for his 
cheerfulness was asked one day as he entered a 
sick room, how he could live in the midst of so much 
suffering and illness and still keep smiling. His answer 
was a classic: "I always look upon disease from a cura- 
tive standpoint." This wise physician had learned that 
there is no really hopeless disease when the case is 
committed to the Great Healer and every useful rem- 
edy is employed. 

Had not Jesus looked upon disease from a curative 
standpoint, He could not have wrought so many mira- 
cles of healing. The New Testament records many 
actual healings performed by Christ, such as the restora- 
tion of sight to blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52) and 
the healing of the lepers (Luke 17:11-19). 

Christ, the Great Healer (1) restored the sick, (2) 
cleansed the lepers, (3) cast out devils, and (4) raised 
the dead. He came to ''destroy the works of the devil" 
(1 John 3:8) and to conquer sin, disease, suffering, pain, 
and death. Looking in faith to His divine Father, the 
Great Physician overcame all of Satan's opposition and 
became a channel of life and health to a sick and dying 
world. 

Keep in mind throughout this lesson that the real 
objects of Christ's miracles of healing were "the allevia- 
tion of human suffering, or the illustration of sacred 
truths, or . . . the increase of innocent joy" — Dean 
Farrar, Life of Christ, pp. 89, 90. 

As we open the pages of the four Gospels and read 
the accounts of the specific cures wrought by the Sav- 
iour, we are amazed at the exhibition of His grace and 
love. As you read these records of Jesus' healing mira- 
cles, remember that they were actual cures wrought 
through the power of God. 



A HEALING OF THE NOBLEMAN'S SON 

(Read John 4:46-54.) 

Now let us go back to Cana of Galilee where Jesus 
"made the water wine." Christ had returned to this 
little town for a visit. While He was there a certain 
nobleman approached Him to ask that He go down to 
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Christ heals the blind man 

Capernaum and heal his son who was at the point of 
death. This nobleman had made up his mind that he 
would not believe in Jesus until his son was healed. 
Jesus read his thoughts and said: 

Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 
[Ashamed of his unbelief], the nobleman saith unto 
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him, Sir, come down ere my child die. Jesus saith unto 
him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man be- 
lieved the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and 
he went his way. — John 4:48-50. 

On his way home the officer was met by his ser- 
vants who said, "Thy son liveth." Then the father asked 
at what hour he began to mend, and when they told 
him, he knew that it was the same hour in which 
Jesus had said, "Thy son liveth." 

God does not always show "signs and wonders" 
before we believe, yet He is willing to give us reason- 
able evidence upon which to exercise faith. If we act 
upon that evidence, God may see fit to perform a mir- 
acle of healing in response to our faith. But we must 
accept His terms and not insist upon our own. God 
knows what is best. Remember, the first law of healing 
is that we exercise a submissive faith in God. We 
should never insist on "signs and wonders" as a condi- 
tion for belief in God. 

There is a nominal faith that does little good, and 
there is a saving faith that delivers the soul and brings 
healing to the body. The woman who was healed of 
an issue of blood had a genuine faith. ( Mark 5:25-34. ) 

"There are two kinds of believing: first, a believing 
about God which means that I believe that what is 
said of God is true. This faith is rather a form of knowl- 
edge than a faith. There is, secondly, a believing in 
God which means that I put my trust in Him, give 
myself up to thinking that I can have dealings with 
Him, and believe without any doubt that He will be 
and do to me according to the things said of Him. 
Such faith which throws itself upon God, whether in 
life or in death, alone makes a Christian man." — Best 
Modern Illustrations, p. 144. 

£3 HEALING OF THE CRIPPLE AT BETHESDA 

(Read John 5:2-9,14.) 

Soon after the healing of the nobleman's son, Jesus 
went to Jerusalem. On the Sabbath day He visited 
the pool of Bethesda, where a great multitude of sick 
people lay. Jesus observed the pitiful cases before Him, 
and His heart went out in sympathy to them all. But 
one man who had "had an infirmity thirty and eight 
years" received His special attention. 

When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been 
now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt 
thou be made whole? The impotent man answered him, 
Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put 
me into the pool: but while I am coming, another 
steppeth down before me. — John 5:6, 7. 

The Great Healer recognized that here was a case 
that needed immediate help. Challenging his faith in 
God, Jesus said: 

Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the 
man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked. — 
John 5:8,9. 

Jesus did not question this poor cripple to see if he 
had faith. He simply said, "Rise, take up thy bed, and 
walk." The man believed Him, and his faith was made 
perfect by obedience. Then the life-giving power of 
God surged through every bone and muscle. Setting 
his will to obey Gods command, he stood up. 

The faith of the Bethesda cripple is the kind of faith 
that God wants us to exercise when we seek spiritual 



healing. Christ says: "Thy sins be forgiven thee. Arise 
in peace." We are to accept this pardon without doubt- 
ing. If we believe Gods Word, we are forgiven. Then 
we must put our will on Christ's side and determine to 
follow Him wherever He may lead. This is the way to 
receive spiritual strength to be a Christian. 

When Jesus later met the restored cripple in the 
temple, He gave him this word of caution: 

Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. — John 
5:14. 

These words of warning remind us that "sin, when it 
is finished, bringeth forth death." James 1:15. A re- 
currence of disease often follows a return to sinful 
habits, and this may lead to premature death. It may 
also result in the loss of one's soul. This is a word of 
caution for all of us to heed. 

0 FREEING THE MANIAC OF CAPERNAUM 

(Read Mark 1:21-28.) 

On another Sabbath day Jesus was preaching to an 
interested audience in the synagogue of Capernaum in 
Galilee. As He taught the people the great truths of 
God's kingdom, He was interrupted by the cries of an 
enraged maniac, possessed by a devil. The frenzied 
man rushed toward Jesus screaming: 

Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus 
of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee 
who thou art, the Holy One of God. — Mark 1:24. 

This may have been Christ's first encounter with a 
maniac, but He was destined to meet other such per- 
sons and cast out the devils that possessed them. ( Mark 
5:1-20; Matthew 8:28-34; Luke 8:26-40.) 

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and 
come out of him. And when the unclean spirit had 
torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of 
him.— Mark 1:25,26. 

The people were amazed at Jesus' faith and power, 
and they questioned: 

What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for 
with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, 
and they do obey him. And. . . his fame spread abroad 
throughout all the region round about Galilee. — Mark 1 : 
27, 28. 

Christ's power over the maniac of Capernaum should 
bring courage to the hearts of those who have relatives 
and friends in hospitals for the mentally ill. The emo- 
tionally disturbed patients should also take heart and 
look up, for there is no limit to God's power. As far as 
possible, let them be brought into harmony with the 
rules of health and mental hygiene. Christ is "the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever." Hebrews 13:8. 
He still has power to effect cures. Nervous and emotion- 
al disorders may be resisted and overcome through faith 
in Jesus. Pray in his name, and help will come. (The 
last section of this lesson answers the question, "Why 
are not all of the sick healed?") 

E! CAN CHRIST HEAL ALL DISEASES? 

(Read Matthew 8:2-4.) 

One of the first miracles that Christ performed after 
the sermon on the mount was the cleansing of a leper. 
The curing of such a loathsome disease shows that 
Christ has power over all disease. 
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And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, 
saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 
And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, 
I will; be thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed, — Matthew 8:2, 3. 

Notice, Jesus "immediately" cleansed the leper. He 
did not delay one minute, as He did on some other 
occasions when the sick came to Him for healing. 
Imagine the scene as this unfortunate man, afflicted 
with this loathsome disease, approached Jesus. Re- 
quired by law to announce his disease wherever he 
went, he shouted the words, "Unclean, unclean!" But 
now see the change after Christ has healed him. The 
muscles are rounded out, the skin has taken on the soft 
pink glow of healthy youth, the eyes sparkle, and his 
appearance is that of a normal, healthy man. There is 
a spring in his step and a note of praise on his lips as 
he walks away singing of the mercy and love of 
his divine Deliverer. 

The cleansing of the leper illustrates God's work of 
grace in cleansing the soul from sin. It is His will that 
we be "immediately" cleansed from sin. When we pray, 
"Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me" (Psalm 51:10), the Lord does not de- 
lay the answer to that prayer. Like the suppliant leper 
who sought cleansing by the pure, life-giving Saviour, 
we too may find cleansing from the leprosy of sin by 
casting ourselves upon His soul-healing mercies. 

|3 HEALING OF THE PALSIED MAN 

(Read Mark 2:1-12.) 

Many of Jesus' miracles were performed at Caper- 
naum, and one of the most notable of these was the 
healing of the man with palsy. This poor sufferer 
sensed that he must receive help at once if his life were 
to be spared, so he begged his friends to carry him on 
a litter to Christ. When they arrived at the house 
where He was preaching, the crowd was so great that 
it was impossible to break through to the Saviour s side. 
So they took the palsied man up on the roof, lifted the 
tiles, and let him down at Jesus' feet. Impressed by this 
faith and determination, Jesus said: "Son, thy sins be for- 
given thee." Mark 2:5. 

Christ knew that this man needed peace with God 
more than he needed relief from the palsy, but the 
religious authorities who were present complained. 
"Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies?" they 
said to themselves. "Who can forgive sins but God only?" 
Mark 2:7. Jesus knew their thoughts, so He asked: 

Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy 
sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up 
thy bed, and walk? — Mark 2:9. 

They did not answer this question, but Jesus pro- 
ceeded to show that He had power both to forgive 
sins and to heal the sick. 

But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power 
on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the 
palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
go thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, 
took up the bed, and went forth before them all ; inso- 
much that they were all amazed, and glorified God, 
saying, We never saw it on this fashion. — Verses 10-12. 

If this man had been relieved only of his load of sin, 
it would have been a great miracle, for the sense of 
guilt was crushing out his life forces. Christ knew this, 



so before He cured him of his palsy, He cured him of 
his sin. Thus the man received spiritual as well as phys- 
ical restoration. 

An eminent psychiatrist recently declared that he has 
never seen a case of severe despondency and mental 
depression cured until the patient acquired "a religious 
outlook on life." Guilt and sin must be removed from 
the life if the sick are to recover. Christ is the divine 
specialist in all branches of the healing art. He is able 
to heal mind, soul, and body. 

0 JESUS HELPS THE BLIND, THE DEAF, 
AND THE DUMB 

Now we find Jesus in Jerusalem attending the Feast 
of Tabernacles. While in the great city He had the 
opportunity to teach a much-needed lesson concerning 
the cause and cure of disease. His disciples saw a man 
who was blind from birth and asked the question: 

Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 
was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath this man 
sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him. — John 9:2,3. 

After anointing the man's eyes with moist clay, Jesus 
instructed him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. 
This he did, and when he had washed, he "came seeing." 

The Jews believed that sin is punished in this life by 
such afflictions as blindness and deafness, and by other 
handicaps and diseases. But here was a man who, 
Jesus said, had not sinned in such a way as to bring 
disease upon himself. Neither had the sins of his parents 
caused his trouble. Why then was he suffering? The 
answer is that good people may suffer from sicknesses 
over which they have no control. Job did not violate 
the laws of health and bring on his painful affliction of 
boils. But he suffered nonetheless. Paul likewise suffered 
from "a thorn in the flesh" of which God did not see 
fit to heal him. Yet in his affliction and weakness he 
found God's strength, and in his trouble learned depend- 
ence upon Him. (2 Corinthians 12:7-9.) 

Jesus healed the innocent blind man "that the works 
of God should be made manifest in him." He also 
healed sick folk who had brought disease upon them- 
selves. The Great Physician relieved the sufferings of 
all who came to Him. 

The compassion and mercy of Jesus toward the deaf 
and the dumb also are recorded in the Gospels. 

They brought to him a dumb man possessed with a 
devil. And when the devil was cast out, the dumb 
spake: and the multitudes marvelled, saying, It was 
never so seen in Israel. — Matthew 9:32,33. (See also 
Mark 7:32-35, 37.) 

There was no disease, no trouble, no handicap, no 

affliction for which Christ did not have a remedy. Let 

this be a source of comfort and encouragement to all 

today who are burdened with guilt, trouble, or sickness. 

Jesus is the answer to all our woes and distresses. Then 

trust Him with your problems, "casting all your care 

upon him: for he careth for you." 1 Peter 5:7. 

CI THE CROWNING MIRACLE OF ALL 

(Read John 11:1-45.) 
The raising of Lazarus from the dead and his restora- 
tion to his sisters, Martha and Mary, was the crowning 
miracle of Christ's ministry. Already He had raised 
Jairus' daughter from the dead. (Mark 5:22-24, 35-43.) 



He had also brought back to life the son of the widow 
of Nain. (Luke 7:11-17.) Now, near the close of His 
ministry and standing in the very shadow of the cross, 
Jesus performed the most notable miracle of all — raising 
from the dead a man who had been in the tomb four 
days. 

Christ might have prevented the death of Lazarus, 
as the people said: 

Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, 
have caused that even this man should not have died? — 
John 11:37. 

But Jesus permitted a temporary sorrow in order to 
bring a more lasting joy. He waited until four days 
after the death of Lazarus. Then He went to the cave 
where Lazarus lay and requested that the stone be 
rolled away. 

And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank 
thee that thou hast heard me. . . . And when he thus 
had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come 
forth. And he that was dead came forth. • • • Jesus 
said unto them, Loose him, and let him go. — John 
11:41-44. 

In imagination we can see Lazarus casting himself 
in adoration at the feet of Jesus while friends and 
relatives gathered around speechless with amazement, 
tears of joy trickling down their flushed cheeks. Oh, 
what a glorious scene of thanksgiving and rejoicing! 
Overcome with gratitude and emotion, Mary and Martha 
joined Lazarus at the feet of Jesus. Brokenly they ex- 
pressed their thanks to the Great Healer. Then quietly 
Jesus disappeared from the scene, leaving His friends 
to enjoy the blessings of His life-giving power. 

Yes, Christ is the fountain of life and healing for all 
mankind. While Lazarus was still in the grave, He had 
said to Martha: 

Thy brother shall rise again. ... I am the resurrection, 
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live. — John 11:23,25. 

Because He lives we shall live also, not only in time 
but also in eternity. Those who profess and possess 
Christ have the gift of everlasting life. ( 1 John 5:11, 12. ) 
And though death should cut life short, it will be re- 
stored on the resurrection morning. The death and 
resurrection of Lazarus represent what God will do for 
all His followers who pass through the tomb. That 
brief silence will be followed by the awakening to life. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.) 

DOES CHRIST HEAL THE SICK TODAY? 

Are you, dear friend, in need of Christ's healing 
power? Are you or some loved one or friend seeking 
God for the restoration of health? If so, follow care- 
fully these steps: 

1. The sick should confess their sins to God and 
their faults to one another. "Confess your faults one to 
another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 



healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much." James 5:16. All wrongs should be 
made right, as far as possible. After this is done, let 
all sins against God be confessed specifically. 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. — 
1 John 1:9. 

2. The sick should lay aside all unhealthful practices. 
They must, as the prophet said, "Cease to do evil; 
learn to do well." Isaiah 1:16, 17. Unhealthful practices, 
such as the use of tobacco and alcohol, should be dis- 
carded. If the home is uncleanly, let it be tidied up. 
If there is impurity in the life, it should be confessed 
and forsaken. As far as one understands, he should eat 
and drink and do all things to the glory of God. 
(1 Corinthians 10:31.) Then the sick should trust in 
the Lord and be cheerful. Anxiety weakens the nerv- 
ous system and encourages disease. Those who trust 
in Gods mercy will find relief from all depression and 
gloom, and the prospect of their recovery will be brighter. 

3. The sick must have faith when they pray. (He- 
brews 11:6.) But we do not always know what we 
should pray for. We cannot command God to heal all 
the sick. There are some who, if healed, would return 
to their sinful habits and thus be a reproach to the name 
of Christ. Others would glorify Him, so their recovery 
would bring honor to Christ. Only God knows the end 
from the beginning. Therefore, when we pray for the 
sick, we must say, "Nevertheless not my will, but thine, 
be done." Luke 22:42. 

When healing follows prayer for the sick, let us thank 
God. When it does not, we should not blame God or 
the one who prays for the sick. God does not always 
see fit to give us what we ask for, but He does answer 
our prayers and blesses the sick by forgiving their sins 
and giving them strength to endure. Remember, God 
knows best. 

Paul asked the Lord three times that he might be 
healed of his affliction, but God did not grant his re- 
quest. Yet Paul was the instrument in God's hand to 
heal many sick and afflicted ones. Some will fall asleep 
in Jesus, as John the revelator said: 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours; and their works do follow them. — Revela- 
tion 14:13. 

All should follow the instruction of James when they 
seek prayers for healing. (Read carefully James 5:14-16. ) 
God sometimes permits men to suffer in order to work 
out His purpose of mercy for them. But God is not the 
author of their afflictions. Satan is the chief adversary 
of mankind and the principal instigator of disease and 
suffering. He is the destroyer; God is the restorer. 
Never forget that, and trust your case fully to your 
heavenly Father. 



Lesson 14 Will Answer the Following Questions: * n ' 
IS PETER THE ROCK UPON WHICH CHRIST BUILT HIS CHURCH? 
IS CHRIST ACTUALLY PRESENT IN THE COMMUNION BREAD? 
WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE MYSTERIOUS TITLE, "I AM"? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

Christ, the Great Healer 
Test Questions — Lesson 13 
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Underline the true statements: 

1. The healing of the nobleman's son depended upon his belief 
in Jesus without seeing signs and wonders. 

2. Complete submission to God's will is one of the conditions of 
healing. 

3. Belief in God is more important than belief about God. 

Fill in the blanks: 



" no more, lest a thing come unto thee." 

|3 With what words of power did Christ set the mad man of Capernaum 
free from the unclean spirit? 



g"j Check (/) the true statements below: 

1. Jesus healed the leper immediately 

2. It is God's will for us to be cleansed immediately from sin 

3. Christ has power to heal only certain types of diseases 

[jj Fill the blanks in the following statements: 

1. The man with palsy received both and 

healing. 

2. Christ is able to heal . , , and 

fy| Write "True" or "False" after each of the following statements: 

1. The blind man whom Jesus healed had brought his handicap 
upon himself by his sinful life 

2. His parents were to blame for his blindness 

3. Good people often suffer from diseases over which they have 
no control 

4. Jesus is the answer to all our problems 

Q Complete the following text: 

"I am the , and the : he that 

in me, though he were , yet shall 

he " 
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Check (/) the true statements below: 

Those desiring healing today should 

(a) confess all sins 

(b) make all wrongs right 

(c) give up all unhealthful practices 

(d) trust in the Lord 

(e) follow the instruction of James 5:14-16. 

(f) be willing to accept Gods will 

(g) thank Him when healing comes 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 
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Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) '. 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 
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(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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We are always interested in our students, for we think of them 
as our friends. Would you mind telling us how you first became 
interested in taking this Voice of Prophecy correspondence course? 
Perhaps it was through listening to the radio, or possibly someone 
told you about it. Please let us hear from you with any pertinent 
details or information about how you began the study of the Light 
of the World Bible correspondence course. 
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Lesson 1 4 



The Ail-Sufficient Christ 



For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. — Isaiah 9:6. 



fTHHE name "Jesus" means Saviour. (Matthew 1:21, 
margin.) This was the name given to Christ by the 
angels before He was born. The disciples addressed 
Jesus simply as "Master/' This term of respect is the 
same as "Rabbi" or "Teacher." They also called Him 
"Lord." By the unbeliever who doubted His claims, He 
vvas referred to as "Jesus the son of Joseph/' Those who 
were convinced of His divine nature alluded to Him as 
"Christ" or "Messiah." In this lesson we shall consider 
the many names and offices of Christ. 

There are many names in the Old and New Testa- 
ments that refer to Christ, suggesting the all-sufficiency 
of the Lord Jesus (Isaiah 9:6) as well as His character 
and work as man's Saviour. By His many-sided ap- 
peals, Jesus speaks to men of all races and tempera- 
ments. A careful thinker has put it this way: 

"To the artist He is the One altogether lovely. To 
the architect He is the Chief Corner Stone. To the 
astronomer He is the Sun of Righteousness. To the 
baker He is the Living Bread. To the banker He is the 
Hidden Treasure. To the biologist He is the Life. To 
the builder He is the Sure Foundation. To the carpen- 
ter He is the Door. To the doctor He is the Great 
Physician. To the educator He is the Great Teacher. 
To the engineer He is the New and Living Way. To 
the farmer He is the Sower and the Lord of the Har- 
vest. To the florist He is the Rose of Sharon and the 
Lily of the Valley. To the geologist He is the Rock of 
Ages. To the horticulturist He is the True Vine. To the 
judge He is the Righteous Judge, the Judge of all men. 
To the juror He is the Faithful and True Witness. To 
the jeweler He is the Pearl of Great Price. To the 
lawyer He is the Counselor, the Lawgiver, the Advo- 
cate. To the newspaper man He is the Good Tidings of 
Great Joy. To the oculist He is the Light of the Eyes. 
To the philanthropist He is the Unspeakable Gift. To 
the philosopher He is the Wisdom of God. To the 



preacher He is the Word of God. To the sculptor He 
is the Living Stone. To the servant He is the Good 
Master. To the statesman He is the Desire of All 
Nations. To the student He is the Incarnate Truth. 
To the theologian He is the Author and Finisher of 
our faith. To the toiler He is the Giver of Rest. To 
the sinner He is the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sins of the world. To the Christian He is the Son of the 
Living God, the Saviour, the Redeemer, and Lord/' — 
Selected. 
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"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want." 1*831111 23:1. 

In this lesson we shall observe how completely ade- 
quate is Jesus' power and authority. His right to the 
position of Elder Brother, Saviour, and Lord of man- 
kind is absolutely unchallenged, as we shall discover. 
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Q HOW CLOSE IS THE RELATIONSHIP BE- 
TWEEN CHRIST AND MAN? 

Christ is Elder Brother to all of us, to the members 
of all races and tribes. It is encouraging to know that 
we have an Elder Brother who is not only Gods Son 
but also the Son of man. He stands at the head of the 
human family to protect and to keep His own. 

For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but 
he took on him the seed of Abraham, ... In all things 
it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 
might be . . . merciful and faithful. — Hebrews 2:16, 17. 

The example and teachings of Jesus throughout the 
three and a half years of His public ministry emphasized 
the fact that not only the Jews (Matthew 10:5,6), but 
also the Samaritans (John 4:40,41), the Greeks (John 
12:20-23), the Romans (Luke 23:47), and all nations 
of the earth (Matthew 28:18-20) may share in this 
close relationship with Him. 

The brotherhood of man with Christ as Elder Brother, 
and the fatherhood of God with God Himself as reign- 
ing Lord, are the great objectives that Jesus sought to 
bring about through His ministry. Christ, the Son of 
God, taught us all to pray, "Our Father ... in heaven." 
Matthew 6:9. 

God is the Father of all men everywhere, in all 
ages, and at all times. Those who receive Christ as 
their Saviour and Lord enter the kingdom of heaven 
as the adopted children of the heavenly Father. (Ro- 
mans 8:14-17.) And since this privilege extends to men 
of all races, how respectfully we ought to regard those 
of nations and languages different from our own! 

El WHAT DID CHRIST DECLARE HIMSELF 
TO BE? 

Christ taught the brotherhood of man not only by 
precept but by example. But His ministry to non-Jews 
was offensive to the Israelites, who were proud of being 
the children of Abraham and the favorite sons of God. 
They were offended by the willingness of the Messiah 
to share the blessings of salvation equally with all peo- 
ple. So Jesus often came into conflict with the Jewish 
leaders over this matter. He had come not only as the 
Light of Israel, but the Light of the world. John said: 

That was the true Light, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world John 1 :9. 

.In the temple at Jerusalem, Christ enunciated this 
great truth: 

/ am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. — 
John 8:12. 

In these words, "I am the light of the world," Jesus 
declared Himself to be the Messiah. In this same tem- 
ple where Christ was teaching, the aged Simeon had 
spoken of Him as "a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of thy people Israel." Luke 2:32. In these 
words Simeon was applying to Jesus a prophecy famil- 
iar to all Israel. The prophet Isaiah had declared: "It 
is too light a thing that thou shouldest be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the pre- 
served of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the 
end of the earth." Isaiah 49:6, A.R.V. This prophecy 



was generally understood as referring to the Messiah, 
and when Jesus said, "I am the light of the world," 
the people could not fail to recognize His claim to be 
the Promised One, 

The light of truth that shone from Jesus' life and 
teachings transcends all other. Someone has remarked 
that Socrates taught for forty years, Plato for fifty, 
Aristotle for forty, and Jesus for only three; yet the 
three years that Christ taught infinitely exceed in influ- 
ence the combined 130 years of Plato, Socrates, and 
Aristotle — three of the greatest philosophers of all time. 

The grandest paintings of Raphael, Michelangelo, 
and Leonardo da Vinci are but a reflection of Jesus, 
the Light of the world. Haydn, Handel, Bach, and 
Mendelssohn gave to the world their best melodies in 
the symphonies and oratorios they wrote to glorify 
Jesus Christ. Art, culture, music, philosophy — all have 
been enriched by His teachings. But Christ offers far 
more than philosophy, art, and music. These cannot 
save. Jesus offers light and life and salvation to sinful 
men. And if you will let His light shine in your life, 
you will find the way to peace and security. 

p| WHAT TITLE DID CHRIST CLAIM? 

In discussing with the Jewish authorities the ques- 
tion of His divine origin, the Saviour declared openly 
and with deep solemnity: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I 
am. — John 8:58. (See also Exodus 3:13-15.) 

By this Jesus meant that He lived before Abraham. 
(See Lesson 3.) "I Am" is the name by which God 
identified Himself to Moses in order to express the idea 
of His eternal presence. When Jesus claimed that title 
for Himself, the rabbis were infuriated and cried out 
against Him as a blasphemer. 

Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid 
himself, and went out of the temple, going through 
the midst of them, and so passed by. — John 8:59. 

A few months later they said to Him plainly: 

For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; 
and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 
—John 10:33. 

But the opposition of stubborn hearts could not de- 
stroy the truthfulness of Jesus' declaration. The Son of 
man, our Elder Brother, was also the divine Son of God 
who has lived forever. Christ did not say "I was," or 
"I will be," but "I am." He lives today. (Hebrews 13:8.) 

If you desire spiritual guidance, He says, "I am the 
Good Shepherd." John 10:11. If you desire food for 
your soul, He says, "I am the Living Bread." John 6:51. 
If you desire to know the way of salvation, He says, 
"J am the Way, the Truth, and the Life." John 14:6. 
If you want power, He declares, "All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth." Matthew 28:18. 
Jesus says: "J am the One whom you may trust now, 
today. Don't be afraid." Yes, Christ is the embodiment 
of all that men expect of divinity. No one who trusts 
Him as Lord and Saviour will ever be disappointed. 
Go to Him in prayer and He will provide the answer 
to every material and spiritual problem. 
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H CHRIST OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 

In His sermon on the mount, Christ declared to the 
people in the presence of the rabbis: 

Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteous- 
ness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.- — Matthew 5:20. 

Pharisaical righteousness consisted of a theoretical 
knowledge of religion and the meticulous performance 
of the external forms and ceremonies of worship. The 
Pharisees thought that the gates of heaven would open 
widest to those who made the greatest profession of 
religion and who exerted themselves most strenuously 
in keeping the smallest requirements of the law. 

Christ made it plain that this was not true righteous- 
ness, but ^//-righteousness. The righteousness which 
saves is Christ's righteousness. He explained that the 
only kind of righteousness that is acceptable to God is 
that which comes from God. Right doing from right 
motives is a consequence of a right relationship between 
man and his Saviour. A mere profession of religion 
is not enough, neither is the strict observance of the 
requirements of religion. The life must be changed. 
Sincerity, kindness, patience, forbearance, joy, peace, 
and love must appear; and all of these virtues come 
from Christ. 

Concerning the Saviour, Jeremiah declared that — 

His name . . . shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS. — Jeremiah 23:6. 

The only way that sinful men can become righteous 
and remain righteous is to possess faith in Christ. The 
stony heart must be changed; 1 God must give us" a 
tender heart, a heart of flesh. 

In His early ministry in Judea, Christ said to Nico- 
demus, "Ye must be born again." John 3:7. (See 
Ezekiel 36:26, 27. ) This message to the proud Pharisee 
might have been spoken with equal force to all the 
rabbis of Israel and to all the people. And its message 
still applies today. 

The ordinances of the gospel (which will be dis- 
cussed in Lesson 22) are a curse, even to Christians, 
unless they are interpreted to express faith in God and 
the plan of salvation. And good works are not adequate 
as a means of salvation. Men are saved neither by 
their profession nor by their works. They are saved by 
Christ. When He is in the heart as a living Presence, 
righteousness and good works will appear as the fruit 
of His grace. This is what is meant by having a right- 
eousness which exceeds the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees. Christ taught that this is essential for 
all who would be subjects of His kingdom. It is faith 
that makes Christ's righteousness a part of us. (See 
Romans 3:19-26.) 

g JESUS, THE SOURCE OF ALL SPIRITUAL 
POWER 

The means by which Christians are to become strong 
in righteousness is Christ Himself. He said: 

/ am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 
\ — John 6:35. 

Christ spoke these words on the day following the 



feeding of the five thousand on the shores of the Lake 
of Galilee, when the people came again seeking Him. 
(John 6:24.) The crowd gathered about the Saviour, 
and on this occasion He uttered the deepest spiritual 
truths of His ministry. Fearful that the people had 
come just for the loaves and fishes, Jesus said: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me . . . because ye 
did eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labour not for 
the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which en* 
dureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall 
give unto you : for him hath God the Father sealed. — John 
6:26, 27. 

This "meat" or bread, He declared, "is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world." Verse 51. 

Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life; • • • For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. — Verses 54, 55. 

Here Christ is explaining the secret of the spiritual 
life. These words must not be interpreted to mean 
that Christ Himself is literally present in our daily 
bread or in the communion bread. He makes His mean- 
ing clear in the following statement: 

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth noth- 
ing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life. — John 6:63. 

It is Christ and His Word that give life. What food 
is to the body, Christ is to the soul. We receive no bene- 
fit from bread unless we eat it and it becomes a part 
of us, and we receive no help from Christ unless we 
know Him as our personal Saviour. Theoretical knowl- 
edge alone will do no one any good. As the physical 
life is sustained by food, so the spiritual life is sus- 
tained by Christ and His Word. 

But the Jews misinterpreted Christ's words concern- 
ing the bread, just as many Christians do today. "How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat?" they questioned. 
(John 6:52.) And they were offended, and many who 
professed to be His disciples said: "This is an hard 
saying; who can hear it?" Verse 60. So they forsook 
Jesus and followed Him no more. But Peter and the 
eleven were unshaken. "We believe and are sure," 
they said, "that thou art that Christ, the Son of the 
living God." Verse 69. This experience brought on a 
severe crisis in Christ's work. Soon afterward He with- 
drew from Capernaum, crossed Galilee, and made His 
way to the hill country of Phoenicia. 

0 UPON WHAT FOUNDATION DID CHRIST 
BUILD HIS CHURCH? 

Jesus is the rock upon which the true church is 
built. He, the Righteous One, and no mere human is 
the foundation stone of the kingdom. Hundreds of 
years before the Saviours birth in Bethlehem, Moses 
had pointed to "the Rock" of Israel's salvation. (Deu- 
teronomy 32:4.) The psalmist had sung of "the Rock 
of my strength." Psalm 62:7. Isaiah had written: 

Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner 
stone, a sure foundation. — Isaiah 28:16. 

The disciples of Christ recognized this. After the 
crisis in Galilee the disciples were sent on a missionary 
tour. Upon their return, Jesus asked them pointedly: 



Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And 
they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the proph- 
ets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God, And Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. — 
Matthew 16:13-19. 

When Christ spoke about "the Rock/' He referred to 
the One whom Peter confessed to be "the Son of the 
living God/' that is, Himself, the Rock upon which the 
church is built. The gates of hell cannot prevail against 
the church, but the gates of hell did prevail against 
Peter when he was overcome with temptation and 
denied his Lord with cursing and swearing. (See Mat- 
thew 26:69-75.) Peter himself referred to Christ as the 
foundation of the church, upon which the "spiritual 
house" was built. He said: 

If ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious: unto whom 
coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of men, but 
with God elect, precious, ye also, as living stones, are 
built up a spiritual house. — 1 Peter 2:3-5, A.R.V. 

Paul said: 

Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ.- — 1 Corinthians 3:11. 

"Upon this Rock," said Jesus, "I will build my church/' 
If Christ had made Peter the rock upon which His 
church was to be founded, the apostles would not 
have been contending among themselves as to who 
should be the greatest. (Luke 22:24.) They would 
have been willing to recognize the desire of their Master 
and to honor the one whom He had chosen to be their 
leader. 

Christ did not appoint any one of the twelve apos- 
tles to a position of pre-eminence, but He did say to 
them: 

Be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even 
Christ ; and all ye are brethren, . . . Neither be ye 
called masters : for one is your Master, even Christ. 
— Matthew 23:8,10. 

The disciples called Jesus "Master," but they did 
not call Peter "Master." The Saviour gave the same 
authority and power to the other disciples that He did 
to Peter. (See Matthew 18:1, 15-18.) But Christ alone 
was the foundation and leader, "the head of the church." 
Ephesians 5:23. 

H WHAT TITLE DID A PAGAN RULER GIVE 
TO JESUS? 

Not many of the Jews recognized Jesus as the leader 
of the kingdom. The Scripture says: 

He came unto his own, and his own received him not. — 
John 1:11. 

Finally His own countrymen brought Him to Pilate, 
the Roman governor, and accused Him of sedition. But 



while the Jewish leaders rcjectecl Chrfct as the Messiah, 
Pilate, pagan that he was, recognized that there stood 
before him One who was more than a man. Conscience- 
smitten, he asked, "Art thou a king?" Jesus replied: 

Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, 
and for this cause came I into the world* that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every oiie that is of the 
truth heareth my voice.— John 18:37* 

Convinced, Pilate immediately sought the release of 
Christ. He said to the Jews: 

Will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of 
the Jews? — Verse 39. 

But they demanded His death, and Pilate consented 
to His execution much against his better judgment. 
Here was a weak character, willing that Christ should 
be crucified in order that he might retain the favor of 
the Jewish leaders. But on Christ s cross Pilate caused 
to be inscribed the words, "J esus °f Nazareth the king 
of the Jews." John 19:19. 

The Jewish leaders objected to this and requested 
Pilate to change the inscription to read, "He said, I am 
King of the Jews." Verse 21, Pilate answered, "What I 
have written I have written," Verse 22. This was prov- 
idential, for Jesus was indeed the King of Israel. 

Christ will yet be acknowledged and honored by the 
Israel of God as their King, but not by Israel as a 
nation. The Israel of God today is a spiritual nation 
made up of men and women of all races. ( 1 Peter 2:9. ) 

He is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is 
that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but ; 
he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision 
is that of the heart, in the spirit. — Romans 2:28,29. 

In the coming kingdom of glory Christ will reign 
over all the earth, not just the Jews. He will be the 
King of the ransomed throng who are redeemed from 
every tribe and nation of the earth. When Jesus returns 
we shall see "on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 
Revelation 19:16. Then, those who have rejected Him 
will cry to the mountains and rocks: 

Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sit* 
teth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
for the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall 
be able to stand? — Revelation 6:16, 17. 

But among all the nations and races of earth will be 
found a faithful company of Christians, the true Israel 
of God, who will be waiting and watching for His ap- 
pearing. To these Jesus will say: 

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
— Matthew 25:34. 

How important it is that we shall be among those 
who look for His appearing! (Titus 2:13.) The secret 
of being prepared for that great event is to know Him 
of whom Peter said: 

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved,- — Acts 4:12. 
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WHAT IS TRUE GREATNESS? 
WHAT DID CHRIST SAY ABOUT BIGOTRY? 

WHY DO CHRISTIANS SEEK TO MAKE CONVERTS OF ALL PEOPLES? 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The All-Sufficient Christ 
Test Questions — Lesson 14 

Q Fill in the blanks below: 

1. Christ is the Son of 

2, He is also the Son of 

3 is our Elder Brother. 

4 is the of all men everywhere. 

g What did Jesus declare Himself to be? 

Complete the following expressions: 

1. "I am " 

2. "I am _ " 

3. "I am , 



£J Check (v/) the true statements: 

1. The Pharisees were self-righteous 

2. Jeremiah tells us that the Lord is our righteousness 

3. We can be saved by forms and ceremonies 

4. Good works are the fruit of Christ's righteousness within us. 

pj^ Complete the following text: 

"The — , that I speak unto you, they are , and 

they are ; " 

[3 Write "True" or "False" after each of the statements below : 

1. Peter acknowledged Christ to be the Son of God 

2. Christ is the Rock upon which He built His church 

3. Christ gave equal authority and power to all the disciples. 



Q Give the book, chapter, and verse where each of the following truths is stated : 

1. When Jesus returns to earth He will come as King of kings and 
Lord of lords. , 

2. At Jesus' coming, those who have rejected Him will wish to 
hide from Him 

3. Those who are ready and watching for Christ's appearing will 
be invited by Him to inherit the kingdom 

4. There is only one means of salvation for every one 
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BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 
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Lesson 1 5 



Christ, the Servant of Mankind 

J am among you as he that serveth. — Luke 22:27. 



Jesus Christ/' said one writer, "is the most power- 
ful spiritual force that ever operated for good on 
and in humanity." He came to earth to do us good — 
only good. He came "not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." 
Mark 10:45. Jesus did not live for Himself, but to serve 
others. Though He was Lord of heaven and earth, He 
was the servant of mankind. 

God in heaven does not live to Himself. He who 
created the worlds sustains all things moment by mo- 
ment and upholds these "things by the word of his 
power." Hebrews 1:3. And He reveals Himself as 
an active God who is interested in all His creatures and 
supplies them with the necessities of life. 

He maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. — Mat- 
thew 5:45. 

Not only does the Creator have a special interest in 
man, but He cares for the beasts and the birds, supply- 
ing them with food. 

The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them 
their meat in due season. Thou openest thine hand, and 
satisfiest the desire of every living thing. — Psalm 145: 
15, 16. 

As the head of the human race, Christ showed us 
that the great purpose of every life is to "give of your- 
self — all of yourself." And those who follow Christ and 
catch His spirit suddenly find themselves. They dis- 
cover that God has a blueprint for their lives and, when 
they are willing to follow it, life takes on new meaning. 

The reason Christ is the greatest man, the best man, 
is that He is the most helpful and the most humble man. 
He taught that true greatness is in proportion to true 
goodness. His life and teachings were full of this prin- 
ciple, as we shall see. 

Q WHO IS THE GREATEST? 

The love of first place and high honor began with 
Lucifer when he coveted the place next to God's throne. 
(Isaiah 14:12-15.) He was cast out of heaven because 
of his self-seeking (Revelation 12:7-9), but his spirit is 
present on earth today even among Christ's disciples. 



Let us all beware of self-centeredness. G. F. B. Hallock 
once said: "There is many a life which never sees be- 
yond its own doorstep, its own comforts or convenience." 
But "in the estimation of Heaven, greatness of character 
consists in living for the welfare of our fellow men and 
doing works of love and mercy." 

The day before Jesus was crucified, "there was ... a 
strife among them [the disciples], which of them 
should be accounted the greatest." Luke 22:24. In the 
very shadow of the cross, Christ had to contend with 
selfishness among His closest followers. He had dealt 
with this problem before (Matthew 18:1-5), but the 
disciples were slow to learn the lesson. Jesus proceeded 
to repeat this important principle: 

The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; 
and they that exercise authority upon them are called 
benefactors. But ye shall not be so: but he that is great- 
est among you, let him be as the younger; and he that 
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is chief, as he that doth serve* For whether is greater, 
he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he 
that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that 
serveth. — Luke 22:25-27. 

Christ was the servant of sinful, fallen man. (John 
13:1-17.) This was the true glory of His life. He sought 
no position or title of honor for Himself. He received 
no money for His work as a religious teacher. He was 
poor and homeless. 

And Jesus said . . . Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head. — Luke 9:58. 

He sought only the good of others. Unselfishly He 
worked to help his fellow men. Thus, by example and 
precept He could rebuke the unfaithful scribes and 
Pharisees and priests who sought the highest positions 
and so often misinterpreted the true religion to their 
followers. 

g CHRIST REBUKES THE FALSE 

MINISTERS 

(Read Matthew 23:1-33.) 

As Jesus taught in the temple, He said, "The scribes 
and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat." That is, they 
claim to have the same power that Moses had. They 
demand respect and submission in all religious duties 
and requirements, but they are hypocrites. Obey the 
rabbis when they teach according to the law, but do 
not follow their example because they do not practice 
their own teaching. 

AH therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that ob- 
serve and do; but do not ye after their works: for they 
say, and do not. For they bind heavy burdens and griev- 
ous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but 
they themselves will not move them with one of their 
fingers. — Matthew 23:3,4. 

Jesus denounced the pride and ambition which 
grasped for positions of power and influence. This van- 
ity was especially noticeable at feasts, where guests 
were seated according to their rank. Jesus not only 
condemned this practice, but He exposed the shallow 
pride which clamored for titles of honor. Of the rabbis 
He said: 

They . . . love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the 
chief seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the mar- 
kets, and to be called of men, Rabbi. . . . But be not ye 
called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and 
all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon 
the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 
Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, 
even Christ. But he that is greatest among you shall be 
your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be 
abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted. 
— Matthew 23:5-12. 

There is danger today, as in Christ's time, that mere 
men in the church will usurp the place of God by 
assuming titles and positions of dignity and honor that 
belong only to Him. Jesus taught that the affections 
and loyalties should be centered in the Supreme Being, 
not in man. If God is given His rightful place as the 
true object of worship, His followers will naturally find 
their place and live to serve one another as brethren. 



g CHRIST COMMENDS SELF-SACRIFICE 

(Read Mark 12:38-44; Luke 21:1-4.) 

In the midst of Christ's denunciation of the scribes 
and the Pharisees, an interruption occurred which gave 
Him the opportunity to teach a lesson in sacrifice. 
Christ sat near the temple treasury where the people 
came to bring their gifts and tithe. The rich gave large 
sums which they deposited in the treasury chests with 
great pomp and show. The Saviour warned against 
these selfish men who "devour widows' houses, and 
for a pretence make long prayers." "These," He said, 
"shall receive greater damnation." Mark 12:40. 

A poor widow approached, hopeful that no one would 
see her. She had a gift for God, but it was small. She 
was reluctant to give it openly but, thinking that no one 
was watching, she threw in her two mites and started 
to leave. Observing her action, Christ declared to His 
disciples: 

Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast 
more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 
for all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of 
her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. 
—Mark 12:43, 44. 

The widow probably heard Christ's words and was 
greatly encouraged by them. When she gave her all, 
she did not realize how far her influence would reach. 
And so, if your gifts are small, dear friend, God will 
bless them if they are given with cheerfulness and in 
the spirit of sacrifice. There are few of us who cannot 
do some little thing to advance the cause of Christ. 
Listen to the words of Paul: 

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and 
he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 
Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity : for God loveth 
a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency 
in all things, may abound to every good work. — 2 Corin- 
thians 9:6-8. 

On this same occasion Christ called attention to the 
practice of tithe paying. He did not condemn this but 
on the contrary said that tithing ought not to be left 
undone. The Jews paid tithe "of mint and anise and 
cummin." They were particular about details but "omit- 
ted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith," important things that they ought also to 
have done. (Matthew 23:23.) 

The tithe is one tenth of the net income. (Leviticus 
27:30-32.) This is "holy unto the Lord." In addition, 
freewill offerings are to be given to Gods work. Here 
is His invitation: 

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
dows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it. — Malachi 3:10. 

In ancient times the Levites, who were ministers of 
the sanctuary, were supported by the tithe. The minis- 
try of God's church today ought to be supported by the 
tithe, or one tenth of the net earnings of each believer. 
(See 1 Corinthians 9:8-14.) 

Those who pay tithe are in business with God — junior 
partners with the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. 
Try it and see. With God's blessing, nine tenths of your 
income will go much further than the whole amount 
without God's blessing. 
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Q CHRIST'S DISCIPLES WORKED AS HE DID 

(Read Matthew 10 and Luke 10.) 

During the height of Christ's popularity in Galilee, 
He called His disciples to Him and gave them orders 
to go forth and teach and heal, putting into practice 
the things they had observed in His life and ministry. 
They needed an experience in working as Christ worked 
for the souls of men, so He sent them out into the sur- 
rounding towns and villages. They did the same work 
that Jesus did, preaching the gospel, healing the sick, 
cleansing the lepers, casting out devils. Freely they had 
received, freely they were to give. 

They went out two and two. Friends worked together 
and brothers worked together. In this way they helped 
and encouraged each other. Later on, Jesus sent forth 
seventy lay disciples in the same way. In Luke 10:1-17 
Jesus speaks to all ages and to all times, telling the 
church in what spirit all her missionary enterprises must 
be undertaken and carried on. 

Every Christian is to be a worker for God, laboring as 
Christ and the disciples did, feeding the hungry, cloth- 
ing the naked, comforting the suffering and afflicted, 
bringing hope to the discouraged, the ministry of love 
to the despairing, desponding ones. If Christians would 
work in this way, the whole world would soon be 
lighted with the glory of God. Stop and ask yourself 
the question, What am I doing to help others? 

0 JESUS REBUKES BIGOTRY 

A question asked by John should interest every work- 
er for Christ in this age of many denominations and 
sects. Approaching Christ he said: 

Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name; and 
we forbad him, because he followeth not with us. And 
Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not 
against us is for us. — Luke 9:49,50. (See also Mark 
9:38-42.) 

Here this zealous disciple is telling Christ about an 
experience he had in openly opposing the work of an 
unnamed teacher who was casting out devils in Christ's 
name. This bigoted spirit did not please the Saviour, 
and He explained that if some other man or group 
should be carrying on work in His name, they cannot 
"lightly speak evil of me/' Mark 9:39. That is, they 
would respect Jesus, for they were following Him accord- 
ing to the best light they had. 

No better lesson in good will was ever taught. God 
has loyal ministers and people in all the churches of 
Christendom. And remember, there are many honest- 
hearted people who do not go to any church. There 
are many people of good moral character who are not 
Christians at all. And millions of non-Christians worship 
God according to the best light they have. (See Romans 
2:14-16.) The prayer of every true heart should be: 
"Lord, reveal Thy truth to me from. Thy Word and give 
me grace to walk in all its light." (See 1 John 1:7.) 
Then we shall find salvation. 

God has His true church, and we should seek until 
we find it; but let us not judge those whose ideas and 
opinions on religious matters differ from our own. Christ 
is the Master Teacher and the only Saviour. Let us go 
to Him and to His Word for instruction. Never should 
we condemn those who are sincerely serving the Mas 
ter to the best of their knowledge and ability. 



Qj CHRIST'S COMMISSION TO HIS CHURCH 

Just before Christ's ascension, standing as it were 
with only a step between this earth and the eternal 
world, He gave the following command to His followers: 

All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. — Mat- 
thew 28:18-20. 

Mark states this commission as follows: 

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. — Mark 16:15. 

Christ was the unwearied servant of man's necessi- 
ties, and His people are to follow His example. They 
are to go "into all the world" with the gospel of love. 
"All nations" are to receive the message of His abundant 
grace. No race, however humble or exalted, is to be 
overlooked. Christ died for all men, and He intends that 
all men everywhere shall receive the witness of the 
gospel. (See Matthew 24:14.) 

The disciples understood that the Christian message 
was for the whole world. The light of heaven was to 
shine in bright, healing rays upon all people, high and 
low, rich and poor, free and bond. To "the regions be- 
yond" the followers of Jesus were to go, making Chris- 
tians of all nations. As one writer has said: 
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,4 Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel." Mark 16:15. 
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"Christ tears away the wall of partition, the dividing 
prejudice of nationality, and teaches a love for all the 
human family. He lifts men from the narrow circle 
ADVBftfftSti their selfishness prescribes; He abolishes all terri- 
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torial lines and artificial distinctions of society. He 
makes no difference between neighbors and strangers, 
friends and enemies. He teaches us to look upon every 
needy soul as our brother, and the world as our field." 
— The Desire of Ages, p. 823. 

The Voice of Prophecy radiobroadcast is one agency 
that God is using to bring the gospel to all the world. 
This program is now heard on hundreds of stations, in 
many languages, and in many parts of the world; and 
no doubt you are being blessed by its weekly messages. 
If not, consult your local newspaper for the time of the 
broadcast and the station over which it may be heard 
in your locality, or request a log from The Voice of 



Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles 53, California. The 
program is released on Sundays over the NBC, Mutual, 
and ABC networks, as well as many local stations. 
Why not invite others to listen also, and then to enroll 
in this free Bible course on the life of Christ? Will you 
not pray that God will bless us as we bring Christ to 
the millions? Ask Him to show you how you can do 
your part in bringing the Saviour to those who do not 
know His pardoning love and mercy. To every Chris- 
tian, God has given "a ministry of reconciliation/' (Read 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21.) Are you doing all you can to 
save perishing souls? Are you following Jesus' example 
as a servant of your fellow men? 



Lesson 16 Will Answer the Following Questions: •1174—10M— 10-59— t*™** 

WHAT DID CHRIST TEACH ABOUT; 

1. THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES? 

2. THE DIGNITY OF MAN? 

3. THE CREATION OF THE WORLD? 

4. THE CHRISTIAN AND THE STATE? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

Christ, the Servant of Mankind 
Test Questions — Lesson 15 
Q Fill in the blanks below: 

1. The love of first place and high honor originated with 

2. The of Jesus manifested this same spirit of 

selfishness. 

3. Jesus said, "I am among you as he that " 

|5| In what book, chapter, and verse of the Bible is Jesus' statement of the 

evidence of true greatness. 

Check (/) the true statements: 

1. The widow's offering was especially acceptable to God because 
it was a gift of sacrifice 

2. God loves those who are willing and cheerful givers 

3. One tenth of our increase is "holy unto the Lord." 

4. Tithe-payers are promised a special blessing from God 

5. One should not give to God unless he can be sure that he will 
have plenty left for himself 

6. The ministry today should be supported by the tithe 

p| Answer the following questions with "Yes" or "No": 

1. Were the disciples able to do the same work that Jesus did? 



2. Did Jesus send them out alone? 

3. Is any Christian excused from working for others? 

4. Will true Christians be concerned over the needs of others? 



Complete the following text by filling in the blanks : 

"He that is not us is us." 

JJJ Check (vO the correct completion phrases: 

Jesus' followers are to 

(a) concern themselves first of all with getting wealth for them- 
selves 

(b) go into all the world with the gospel 

(c) teach all nations 

(d) baptize "in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost" 

(e) remember that Jesus is always with them 

(Over) ADVENTfST 15 
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BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 



The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) — 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street - 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
P *iNTe 0 _ *6880— 5-66 The Light of the World — Test 15 
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The Faith and Teachings of Jesus 

I am the way, the truth, and the life. — John 14:6. Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free. — John 8:32. 



Dr. Aldridge, an American philosopher, was once 
asked the question, "If Jesus and Plato should re- 
turn to earth for just one hour and were both scheduled 
to lecture on the same campus at the same time, which 
one would you go to hear?" Here is his answer: "Who 
would go to hear even so great a one as Plato talk on 
truth when he might listen to one who is the Truth?" 

The teachings of Christ have moved the world as 
have those of no other man because He is Himself the 
embodiment of truth. His words had perfect illustration 
and support in the life that He lived. The disciple Mat- 
thew had opportunity t© observe the reaction of the 
large crowd that gathered to hear Christ's gracious 
words of power, and he said: "The people were aston- 
ished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes." Matthew 7:28, 29. 

When a delegation of officers were summoned to ar- 
rest Christ, they returned empty-handed and reported 
to the priests in Jerusalem, "Never man spake like this 
man." John 7:46. The reason, of course, was that never 
man lived like this man. Jesus taught the truth because 
He was the truth. He was the Teacher sent from Cod, 
and He affirmed that His teachings were not human but 
divine in their origin. To those who questioned His 
authority, He said: 

My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 
—John 7:16, 17. 

Jesus was the missionary chosen by God to reveal in 
person to the human family the knowledge and char- 
acter of the heavenly Father. He was the perfect ideal, 
and He showed in His teaching that this ideal was the 
standard to which men should seek to attain. He en- 
couraged those whom He taught to believe that, by the 
indwelling of God s Spirit, humanity might be charged 
with the divine life and character. His teachings moved 
many to seek with all their might for the divine grace 
that would restore them to a position befitting the sons 
of God. 

In this lesson we shall see from the Scriptures what 
Jesus taught on some of life's greatest themes. As a 



foundation for this lesson, let us first of all turn to the 
New Testament for a statement from the lips of Christ 
Himself regarding the authority of the Scriptures. 

Q DID CHRIST ACCEPT THE AUTHORITY OF 
THE SCRIPTURES? 

Jesus continually quoted the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures as divine authority. The New Testament was not 
written for many years after His death and resurrection. 
"They [the Old Testament] are they which testify of 
me," Jesus said. (John 5:39.) After His resurrection, 
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Jesus appeared to the disciples on the way to Emmaus 
and explained to them the events of His life, death, and 
resurrection in the setting of the Old Testament proph- 
ets. (Luke 24:25-27.) And to the Jewish leaders He 
said: "Had ye believed Moses, ye would have be- 
lieved me: for he wrote of me." John 5:46. 

When "a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, 
saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 
he said unto him, What is written. . . ? how readest 
thou?" Luke 10:25, 26. Jesus continually quoted the 
Scriptures as the Word of God. What would the Bible- 
quoting Saviour say to the many Bible-doubting Chris- 
tians of today? 

The New Testament likewise is a part of the Holy 
Scriptures. Peter refers to the writings of Paul as "scrip- 
tures." (2 Peter 3:15, 16.) Paul recognized the inspira- 
tion of the Bible. (The word "Bible," from the Greek 
Biblia, means "book.") 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is prof- 
itable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness: that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. — 
2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 

The sixty-six books of the Bible came to us from God 
through His chosen messengers — the prophets and apos- 
tles. It is God's love letter to the world. Both the Bible 
and the life of Christ reveal the divine character to man. 

Three historical questions concerning the Bible are 
answered by Roy F. Cottrell: 

1. When were the thirty-nine books of the Old Testa- 
ment confirmed? 

"About the end of the first century of our era a coun- 
cil of Jewish scholars met at Jamnia, south of Joppa, in 
Palestine, and placed their official stamp upon the ar- 
rangement of the sacred books (Old Testament canon) 
that had existed for so many centuries. They made no 
additions or subtractions, but simply confirmed the posi- 
tion that Jews and Christians alike had held in New 
Testament times. In this belief nearly all devout Prot- 
estants and Jews continue to share unshaken confidence." 
— The Review and Herald, March 10, 1955, p. 6. 

2. What books form the canon of the New Testament? 

"Throughout the Christian world of today there is no 
controversy regarding the books that constitute the 
canon of the New Testament. This was settled by the 
internal evidence and inspired testimony of the writings 
themselves; for in the twenty-seven books of the New 
Testament, as well as in the thirty-nine books of the 
Old, devout men and women of the early church clearly 
recognized the voice of God." — Ibid,, p. 7. 

3. What is the origin of the chapters and verses of 
the Bible? 

"About the year A.D. 1244, Cardinal Hugo began 
work on a Latin concordance, and to facilitate the work, 
he divided the Bible into chapters. Although the divi- 
sion was arbitrary and far from ideal, nearly all future 
editions and translations have followed his arrangement. 
Three centuries later Sir Robert Stephens divided the 
New Testament into verses, and not long afterward an 
entire edition of the Bible appeared with the same 
chapters and verses as are in use today." — Ibid., March 
31, 1955, p. 6. 



gj CHRIST'S TEACHING ABOUT THE DIGNITY 
OF MAN 

Jesus placed a high value upon every human being. 
In each one, however fallen, Christ beheld a son or a 
daughter of God. He saw him not as he was, degraded 
by sin or afflicted by disease, but as he might become 
when restored to physical and spiritual soundness and 
to a right relationship with God. (Please review Lesson 
9 for illustrations of this truth.) 

God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved. 
—John 3:17. 

This is but a reflection of the Old Testament teach- 
ing of Isaiah: 

How could Christ denounce or condemn those who 
were struggling with sins from which He came to save 
them? He encouraged all His listeners to persevere in 
the battle against sin, assuring them that God was on 
their side and would give them the victory. Christ 
would have died to save one lost soul. Matthew de- 
scribed His great compassion for men: 

I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a 
man than the golden wedge of Ophir. — Isaiah 13:12. 

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. — Mat- 
thew 9:36. 

The human philosophies of Christ's time were inade- 
quate for man's spiritual needs. The people were tired 
of the traditions they had been taught to believe. They 
longed for a saving power from heaven to lift them out 
of the darkness of sin and selfishness. This Jesus came 
to impart, and to restore the knowledge of God to men. 
He set aside the false teachings by which those who 
claimed to know God had misrepresented Him. His 
life revealed the beauty of true holiness. As the result 
of His teaching, faulty men like James and John, the 
sons of thunder; Simon Zelotes, the implacable hater of 
Roman authority; the impetuous, self-willed Peter; 
doubting Thomas; and the other disciples — not only the 
twelve but hundreds of others, both men and women — 
became transformed in character. 

A lady once showed Ruskin a costly handkerchief on 
which a drop of ink had been spilled. "My handker- 
chief is ruined," she said in tears. Ruskin said nothing, 
but took the handkerchief away with him. Later he re- 
turned it to the owner, who was thrilled by the trans- 
formation. Using the blot as a basis, Ruskin had skill- 
fully worked around it a beautiful and artistic design, 
changing what was ruined and worthless into a thing of 
beauty and value. 

Even so the results of Christ's teachings in the trans- 
formed lives of men and women showed that the most 
worthless human being, changed by His grace, may be- 
come a beautiful trophy of the love and power of God. 

gj WHAT WAS CHRIST'S FAVORITE THEME? 

In all His teaching, Christ's favorite theme was the 
tender mercy and love of the heavenly Father. To the 
Pharisees who had accepted the invitation to attend 
Matthew's feast, at which He was the guest of honor, 
He said: 
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I will have merer, and not sacrifice: for I am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. — Mat- 
thew 9:13. 

But the religious leaders did not understand the mean- 
ing of mercy and love; so Christ said, "Go ye and learn 
what that meaneth." Matthew 9:13. The worship of 
God in spirit and in truth had been supplanted by the 
glorification of priests and rulers who tollowed an end- 
less round of ceremonies. All this obscured the true 
glory of God and made Him appear as a tyrant existing 
on the level of man and exacting from him a tribute of 
toil and tears and sweat and blood and money — a price 
man had to pay to appease God's wrath. 

Christ removed this misconception of God. In His 
parables and in His teachings generally, He described 
the love and mercy of the heavenly Father. By healing 
the sick, raising the dead, casting out devils, cleansing 
lepers, and going about doing good, the Great Teacher 
removed these talse ideas about God. Thus He ex- 
plained that God was not seeking sacrifice, but the 
health, security, and happiness of His children. 

And today, as in Christ's time, people have wrong 
concepts of God. "We . . . get all sorts of wrong ideas 
about Him," wrote Hannah W. Smith. "We think He 
is an angry Judge who is on the watch for our slightest 
faults, or a harsh Taskmaster determined to exact from 
us the uttermost service, or a self-absorbed Deity de- 
manding His full meed of honor and glory, or a far-off 
Sovereign concerned only with His own affairs and 
indifferent to our welfare." — Living in the Sunshine, p. 13. 

Naturally, with such false conceptions of God, it is 
easy for one to be plagued with doubt and fear. Thank 
God that in the four Gospels we see Jesus revealing to 
men the eternal tenderness and love of the heavenly 
Father. And that, dear friend, is enough to make us 
love Him. Like the minister who was asked the ques- 
tion, "What do you know about God?" we may reply, 
"Very little, but what I know has changed my entire 
life." 

g] WHAT IS THE NATURE OF TRUE 
WORSHIP? 

There are many people today who say that it doesn't 
matter what you believe. This is an error of vast dimen- 
sions. Faith molds the life, and we act out all the faith 
we have. Our lives testify to our understanding and 
appreciation of the truth. 

The Jews were great sticklers for forms and cere- 
monies. They argued continually about the externals 
of religion. ( John 4:20-22.) Jesus said nothing to dis- 
courage divinely ordained forms of worship, but He 
opposed all manmade traditions and customs that per- 
verted the teachings of Scripture. (Mark 7:1-16.) He 
taught that true worship was (1) spiritual, (2) personal, 
(3) experimental. Upon His return to Galilee after His 
early ministry in Judea, Jesus said to the woman of 
Samaria: 

The hour eonieth, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth. — John 4:23,24. 

In the worship of God, truth must be the guide; and * 
Jesus said: ADVENTST 
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Thy word is truth. — John 17:17. 

It is truth that leads people to God — not error, or 
error mixed with truth. It is important to worship God 
**in spirit and in truth" Those truths which proceeded 
from the mind of God will guide His stumbling, erring 
children back to Him. 

To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is no light 
in them, — Isaiah 8:20. 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death. — Proverbs 14:12. 

We are to have a "thus saith the Lord" for every form 
of worship that we hold and for every doctrine that we 
believe. Then, when we worship God, we shall be wor- 
shiping Him "in truth." Not until then can we bring the 
right "spirit" into our service. 

@j CHRIST TEACHES RESPECT FOR CIVIL 
GOVERNMENT 

Jesus taught that Christians should obey the laws of 
the state and respect civil government. The Pharisees 
and Herodians approached Christ on this question, 
thinking that He would discourage such loyalty. 

Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not? Shall we 
give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their hypoc- 
risy, said unto them, Why tempt ye me? bring me a 
penny, that I may see it. And they brought it. And he 
saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? 
And they said unto him, Caesar's. And Jesus answering 
said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. And they 
marvelled at him. — Mark 12:14-17. (See also Luke 
20:20-26.) 
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Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God." John 3:3. 



Jesus' reply surprised the Jews. He gave a direct 
answer and did not evade the question. He held in 
His hand a Roman penny upon which was stamped the 
image and name of Caesar. He said that because Israel 
was living under the protection of Rome, they should 
obey that power. Only if they were required by the 
state to violate their conscience and break the law of 
God, were they to refuse to obey, for, as Peter later 
said, "We ought to obev God rather than men." Acts 
5:29. 

The Christian is to discharge his duties to the state 
faithfully, obeying the laws of his Government, respect- 
ing those in authority, paying his taxes, being a good 
neighbor, patriotic and proud of his country. He is not 
to shirk the responsibility of citizenship. (Romans 13:1-7.) 
We have no knowledge that Jesus ever violated the 
Roman law, nor would He have done so unless a partic- 
ular requirement of the state conflicted with the Ten 
Commandments. And He is our example in all things. 

@j WHAT IS GOD'S PART IN OUR SALVATION? 

In an interview with Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, 
the Master Teacher set forth the principles of salvation. 
To the learned Pharisee, Christ said with great frankness: 

Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . • Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God, — John 3:3, 5. 

It is impossible for the leopard to change his spots, 
or the Ethiopian his skin. (Jeremiah 13:23.) We cannot 
by taking thought add an inch to our stature. Nor can 
we bring clear water out of a polluted well. It is im- 
possible for a bramble bush to produce figs. Therefore, 
Jesus said, "Ye must be born again," or, as the margin 
says, "from above." John 3:7. 

Salvation is a work of re-creation in the human heart, 
brought about by the Holy Spirit. We must look to 
Christ for this change of life, which is accomplished by 



the Spirit. (John 3:8.) The grace of God alone makes 
this possible, for we cannot even repent unless God 
gives us the will to do so. Concerning Jesus, we read: 

Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, 
and forgiveness of sins. — Acts 5:31. 

Pardon comes from Christ. So does repentance. The 
spiritual rebirth is His work of grace in the heart. We 
cannot earn it by anything we may do. How then are 
we to be saved? Listen: 

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. — John 3:14-16. 

We are to "behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world." John 1:29. Christ dying on 
the cross, revealing the love of God, brings to our poor 
sinful hearts a sense of need. Then faith in Jesus as our 
Saviour is awakened, and we go to Him confessing our 
sins. He forgives our sins and cleanses us from all un- 
righteousness. (1 John 1:9.) The Spirit of God brings 
about a conversion in our hearts, in our thoughts and 
habits. Our desires and aims miraculously come into 
harmony with the mind of Christ. We are created anew 
in His moral image. The law of God is written in our 
hearts as the psalmist said: 

I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is 
within my heart. — Psalm 40:8. 

This experience is simply wonderful, and it is wonder- 
fully simple. Go to God in faith, dear friend, and ask 
Him to work a change in your life. With David pray: 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me. — Psalm 51:10. 

And God will not, cannot, turn away any honest soul 
who seeks Him for a new life. "Him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out." John 6:37. 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
The Faith and Teachings of Jesus 

Test Questions — Lesson 16 Registration No 

Complete the following texts: 

1. "I am the , the , and the , " 

2. "Ye shall know the and the truth shall make you 
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3. "He taught them as one having " 

4. "My is not mine, but his that sent me. 

If any man will his will, he shall know of the 

, whether it be of , 

or whether I speak of myself." 

2 Timothy 3:16, 17 mentions four things for which the inspired Word 
of God is profitable. Name them: 

1 : 

2 

3. 

4 



Underline the true statements below: 

1. Every human being is valuable in the sight of God. 

2. Jesus came to condemn sinners. 

3. Jesus came to help men know God better. 

g| Check (/) the words which best describe God's character: 

1. merciful 4. indifferent 

2. harsh 5. tyrannical 

3. tender 6. loving 

Fill the blanks in the text below: 

"To the and to the : if they speak not 

according to , it is because there is no 

in them." 



jjj Answer "Yes" or "No" to the following questions: 

1. Did Jesus teach obedience to civil government? 

2. Should Christians pay taxes? 

3. Is it right for Christians to disobey a civil law when it conflicts 
with God's law? 

4. Should a Christian be patriotic? 
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Check (V) the true statements below: 

1. It is necessary to experience the new birth in order to be 
saved 

2. It is within mans power to save himself 

3. Pardon comes from Christ. 

4. The will to repent comes from God 

5. Only the grace of God can re-create the human heart 

6. Those who believe in Christ will have everlasting life. 

7. God will accept every honest soul who comes to Him. 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEM' 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 

i : 1 

I These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. , 

I If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by . 

| section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- . 

i ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well . 

I to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless . 

j you as you write. We are praying for YOU. i 

I , J 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) - 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street . 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City - State --. Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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Lesson 1 7 



Christ Unveils the Future* 

And the Lord said ... 7 will raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall 
speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him. — Deuteronomy 18:17-19. 



These words were spoken by God to Moses, and 
they hold out the promise that the Almighty One 
would raise up from among his people a Prophet like 
unto him. This prophecy from Old Testament times 
met its fulfillment in Christ, the greatest of all prophets. 

Many who heard Jesus teach and those who witnessed 
His miracles exclaimed, "This is of a truth that prophet 
that should come into the world." John 6:14. Christ was 
not an ordinary prophet. He was "that prophet." Jesus 
was God's messenger and teacher, the mouthpiece 
and voice of the Eternal One, the infallible guide for 
all mankind. Adam Clarke said, "Every word spoken 
by Him is a living, infallible oracle from God Himself." 

Now prophecy is "a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day star arise in your hearts." 
2 Peter 1:19. That Day Star is Christ. 
He it is who removes the dark veil 
from the future and gives us a clear, 
understanding look into the unknown. 
Prophecy is not given merely to sat- 
isfy men's curiosity about future 
events; it is given to inspire faith and 
confidence in God. Jesus said: 

Now I have told you before it come 
to pass, that, tvhen it is come to pass, 
ye might believe. — John 14:29. 

The apostles lived to see many ol 
Christ's predictions fulfilled; for ex- 
ample, the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. (See prophecy 
in John 14:16-18 and Luke 11:9-13; 
fulfillment, Acts 2.) As the Holy 
Ghost came upon the praying apos- 
tles, they believed more fully in Christ, 
and their faith was greatly strength- 

*For a good preview of this lesson, read 
Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21:5-38. 



ened. The promised blessing came as He said it would 
(John 14:29), and the disciples believed with all their 
hearts. 

In this lesson we shall study two great lines of proph- 
ecy given by our Saviour during the week before His 
crucifixion. These predictions have special meaning to 
us, for they apply to the very time in which we are now 
living. 

□ WHAT PROPHECY DID CHRIST MAKE 
CONCERNING HIS GOSPEL? 

Christ's prophecies are found largely in three chapters 
of the New Testament — Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 
21. These remarkable forecasts were given while He 
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was seated on the Mount of Olives with four of His 
disciples — James and John ; Peter and Andrew. Jesus 
knew when He made these statements that in a few 
days He would be apprehended by the Jewish authori- 
ties, tried in a Roman court, and crucified on a criminals 
cross. Yet His prophetic eye scanned the future and 
He saw that His gospel would survive His death and 
resurrection and would be preached to all the world. 
Listen to His prophecy: 

This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unlo all nations; and then shall the 
end come. — Matthew 24:14. 

In this one verse of only twenty-four words, Jesus 
foretold the triumph of the Christian message in the 
centuries which stretched before Him. He had visions 
of the everlasting gospel going "to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people" Revelation 14:6. 
The whole world would never be converted, but Jesus 
said that "this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come." All are to have a chance to hear 
and to be saved. 

Today with the great facilities of radio, television, 
and the printing press, and with Bibles and Christian 
books in a thousand languages, all the world may hear 
the living or the silent messenger and find the way of 
life clearly outlined for them. 

It is possible for Christians to hasten their Lords 
return by increasing the tempo of their witnessing. Peter 
says that we are not only to look for, but to hasten, 
the coming of the day of God. (2 Peter 3:12, margin.) 
The Christian message of the gospel and the second 
coming of Christ is being carried right now to countries 
that represent nearly 99 per cent of the worlds inhabi- 
tants. Jesus said that when all have had a chance to 
hear, "then shall the end come/' Dear student, we are 
standing today on the very doorstep of the eternal world! 

gj CHRIST GIVES SIGNS OF HIS SECOND 
COMING 

As Jesus opened the future to His disciples, He dealt 
principally with two coming events: first, the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, which occurred thirty-nine years after 
the prophecy was made, or in A.D. 70; second, His 
return to this earth and the end of the world. The signs 
preceding both of the events were mingled with a gen- 
eral forecast of the future. Here is Matthew's account 
of the scene in the temple at Jerusalem which called 
forth these prophetic statements: 

And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and 
his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings 
of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, See ye not 
all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not 
be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down. And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, 
the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, 
when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign 
of thy coming, and of the end of the world? — Matthew 
24:1-3. 

In answer to these questions, Jesus warned of the 
dangers and troubles that would precede His second 
advent to this earth. Let us note five specific signs that 
have appeared to warn us that the "day of the Lord is 
near, . . . and hasteth greatly." Zephaniah 1:14. 



1. FALSE CHRISTS AND FALSE PROPHETS — 

Matthew 24:4,5,23-27. 

Prophecy: If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is 
Christ, or there: believe it not. For there shall arise 
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great 
signs and wonders; ... If they shall say unto you, 
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is 
in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the light- 
ning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
—Matthew 24:23-27. 

Fulfillment: Most of us have seen or heard or read 
about false teachers and prophets. (Matthew 7:15-20; 
1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Peter 2.) And we have heard of or 
seen the false christs who show signs and wonders to 
deceive. (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10.) Then there is the 
widely taught delusion that Christ returns at death. 

Thousands go to the secret chambers seeking to solve 
the mysteries of the unknown. Is Christ there? No. 
He Himself says: "Believe it not. For as the lightning 
cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." When 
Jesus comes the second time He will not appear as a 
teacher or a healer. He will appear personally in the 
clouds of heaven as (1) Ruler, (2) Judge, (3) Deliv- 
erer, (4) "King of kings, and Lord of lords." Revela- 
tion 19:11-16. 

2. REPEATING THE DAYS OF NOAH AND LOT 
—Luke 17:26-30. (See also Matthew 24:37-39.) 

Prophecy: As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be 
also in the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they 
drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the 
flood came, and destroyed them all. Likewise also as it 
was in the days of Lot; . • • Even thus shall it be in the 
day when the Son of man is revealed. — Luke 17:26-30. 

Fulfillment: First, let us get the setting of this proph- 
ecy as given by Jesus. In Lot s day and in the days 
before the Flood, multitudes had turned away from 
God and His holy will. "And God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. " Genesis 6:5. 

The inhabitants of Sodom were given up to unholy 
lusts, and because of their wickedness God destroyed 
them. The world today is following the order of the old 
antediluvian world and the Sodomites. The earth is 
filled with wickedness and violence, but the inhabitants 
seem unmindful of the judgments that are coming, al- 
though the rumblings of disaster are all about them. 
They go on eating and drinking, buying and selling, 
planting and building, marrying and giving in marriage, 
forgetful of God and heedless of the Saviours warning 
that the storm of Gods wrath is gathering and the cup 
of His retribution is about to be poured out. What a 
day of fearful, agonizing surprise awaits this heedless, 
careless, godless generation! 

3. WARS AND CONFLICTS AMONG THE NA- 
TIONS— Matthew 24:6, 7; Mark 13:7, 8; Luke 21:25, 26, 
9, 10. 

Prophecy: And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation 
shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom : 
and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earth- 
quakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of 
sorrows. — Matthew 24:6-8. 
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Fulfillment: Many living today have seen two world 
wars, the most terrible calamities ever to strike the 
human race. Famines, pestilences, earthquakes, and 
calamities by land and sea and air also have marked 
the last thirty or forty years. But now atomic war and 
annihilation threaten us. The only alternative is the 
moral regeneration of mankind. With the atom bomb 
in the possession of the major powers and the hydrogen 
bomb now stock-piling, it is little wonder that men of 
science tremble for the future. 

One noted scientist, Harold C. Urey, said: "I am the 
apostle of doom. I am still a frightened man and I wish 
to be frightened. The gravity of the present situation in 
the world is frightening beyond our ability to express. It 
is not possible to exaggerate this situation." — Town Meet- 
ing Bulletin, May 16, 1946, p. 4. 

Soon the battle of Armageddon will be fought, the 
final struggle before the return of Jesus, Even now the 
rulers of the earth are preparing to fight for their lives. 
Armaments are piling up under the premise that pre- 
paredness is the only safeguard of peace. But unwitting- 
ly the nations are arming for the last great conflict in 
human history. (Revelation 16:12-16.) 

4. DISTRESS OF NATIONS 

Prophecy: And there shall be . . . upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And 
then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. — Luke 21:25-27. 

Fulfillment: The world today is in a state of agita- 
tion. There is security nowhere except in God. Men 
are losing confidence in their fellow men, in human 
plans and organizations. While they may band together 
for strength, they secretly sense their helplessness. James 
S. Stewart speaks of "this immensely critical hour when 
millions of human hearts are besieged by fierce per- 
plexities; when so many established landmarks of the 
spirit are gone, old securities wrecked, familiar ways 
and habits, plans and preconceptions, banished never 
to return/' — Heralds of God, p. 12. 

Only the student of prophecy knows what the future 
holds. The signs of the times are ominous, and the 
crisis is stealing gradually upon us. While men's hearts 
are failing them for fear as they look after those things 
which are coming on the earth, they are turning to the 
pleasures of sin to drown their sorrows. This is another 
sign of the times. (Luke 21:34,35; 2 Timothy 3:1-5.) 
But the human. mind and spirit cannot stand the pres- 
sure, so we find mental illness at an all-time high. 

5. A PLEASURE - LOVING CHURCH 

Prophecy: Because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto 
the end, the same shall be saved. — Matthew 24:12, 13. 

Fulfillment: The abounding iniquity of our times 
has converted millions of church members to the pleas- 
ure-loving ways of the world. Gambling and dissipation 
are common. Hollywood and Broadway, the gay-ways 
of Paris, the Riviera, and Capri mold the lives of multi- 
tudes of theater-going, tele vis ion- viewing, alcohol-con- 
suming, cigarette-smoking amusement seekers. There 
is a continual round of excitement, and many Christians 
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lose their interest in the sober realities of truth, the 
Bible, and the church. Their love waxes cold. Writing 
of our times, Paul said: 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, • • • without natural affection, 
. . . heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof: from such turn away. — 2 Timothy 
3:1-5. 

In the light of these prevailing sins, Jesus warned 
His true followers in the last days: 

Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with surfeiting, €ind drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so that day come upon you un- 
awares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that 
dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye there- 
fore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of man. — Luke 21 : 34-36. 

g WHAT SIGNS WERE TO APPEAR IN THE 
HEAVENS? 

In His great prophecy of future events, Jesus ex- 
plained that there would be signs in the heavens as 
well as on earth to remind His followers that His second 
coming was near. He was very specific about a series 
of remarkable events which were to occur in chronologi- 
cal sequence. For the background of this forecast of 
heavenly phenomena, let us note what the Saviour said 
about the destruction of Jerusalem. Speaking of the 
great buildings of the temple at Jerusalem, He pre- 
dicted: 

There shall not be left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down. — Matthew 24:2. 

This prophecy was made in A.D. 31 and was ful- 
filled thirty-nine years later, in A.D. 70, when Titus, 
the son of the Roman Emperor Vespasian, destroyed the 
city after a long siege. It is said that nearly a million 
Jews perished in the general slaughter. The very stones 
of the temple were torn up in the awful melee. Looking 
beyond the destruction of Jerusalem, Christ foresaw 
long centuries of darkness. His prophetic eye envisioned 
a period of 1260 years (Revelation 12:6; Ezekiel 4:6) 
during which the Christian church would suffer tribula- 
tion and anguish. (The free Faith Bible Course offered 
by The Voice of Prophecy presents a fuller explanation 
of this prophecy. ) Jesus did not give the details of the 
events of these terrible centuries of trial, but passed 
them by quickly saying: 

Then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be. And except those days should be shortened, 
there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake 
those days shall be shortened. — Matthew 24:21,22. 

The dark centuries of tribulation for the people of 
God came to an end late in the eighteenth century 
when, after years of turmoil and war, a degree of reli- 
gious freedom emerged in Europe, ending the persecu- 
tion of the church. Maria Theresa of Austria granted 
such liberties to her subjects. In America an asylum 
of freedom had opened for the oppressed who fled to 
its shores to escape the intolerance of established 
churches. 

Now, with this in mind, let us turn to the signs in 
the heavens as Jesus gave them, with the time specifi- 
cally noted for the first one to appear. ADVENTIST 
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Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the 
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken. — Matthew 24:29. 

On May 19, 1780, there occurred the famous Dark 
Day. The unexplainable darkness of that day was 
followed by the mysterious withholding of the light of 
the moon on the following evening when the moon was 
at the full. (See Webster's Dictionary, Edition 1869, 
"Dark Day/') Jesus had said that these remarkable 
events would take place ' 'after the tribulation of those 
days." There was little or no public persecution in 
Europe after the Declaration of Independence was 
signed in America on July 4, 1776. "Immediately after" 
or in 1780, these two signs appeared: (1) the darken- 
ing of the sun, followed by (2) the withholding of the 
light of the moon. 

On November 13, 1833, the greatest display of shoot- 
ing stars in recorded history occurred over most of the 
United States. These signs in the heavens came in the 
precise order that Christ said they would. The last of 
them, the falling of the stars, occurred as we have just 
stated in 1833. After that, Jesus said, "The powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken." Matthew 24:29. The 
powers of the heavens are the sun, moon, and stars. 
When Christ appears the second time in power and 
glory, these heavenly bodies will be shaken. The entire 
universe will tremble at the appearance of the "King of 
kings, and Lord of lords/' The fact that all these proph- 
ecies except the very last have been fulfilled in order 
should convince us of two things: (1) that Jesus is 
"that Prophet" whom God sent to enlighten the world, 
and ( 2 ) that we are now living in the very closing days of 
time and that Jesus' second coming is near at hand. 

Q DO WE KNOW THE TIME OF CHRIST'S 
RETURN? 

Jesus made it plain that no man could know the 
exact day and hour of His second coming. 

But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but my Father only. — Matthew 24:36. 

He did not mean by this that His coming need be a 
complete surprise to His followers, for almost in the same 
breath He declared: 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer 
is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto 
you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be 
fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away. — Matthew 24:32-35. 



"When ye shall see all these things" He declared, 
"know that it is near, even at the doors." Do we see 
that these signs are omens of His return? Are we liv- 
ing in the generation that will witness the second 
appearing of our Lord? Without a doubt we are. And 
the Lord has warned us to "be ready," for the element 
of surprise will always be present. "In such an hour as 
ye think not," Jesus said, "the Son of man cometh." — 
Matthew 24:44. 

0 IS THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 
CERTAIN? 

If the events to which Christ referred as signs of His 
second advent have occurred, will not the great and 
final event also take place? Nothing can prevent it. It 
is certain. Soon — we cannot tell exactly when — the 
prophecy will be fulfilled: 

And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall 
send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. — Matthew 24:30, 31. 

The coming of Jesus is to be literal, personal, and 
universal. It is the focal point of all the great prophecies. 

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts. — 2 Peter 1:19. 

Soon the final day will dawn, and what a day that 
will be! But now let us ask, Has the Day Star arisen in 
your heart? That Day Star is Christ, the Light of the 
world, who has given us the hope of ultimate salvation 
at His second appearing. When that day comes, shall 
we be ready? Jesus said: 

When these things begin to come to pass, then look up, 
and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh. ... So likewise ye, when ye see these things come 
to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at 
hand. — Luke 21:28, 31. 

And now, as we return to the scene on the Mount of 
Olives, we can imagine that Peter, James, John, and 
Andrew were stirred as they never had been before. 
As they descended the mount with their Lord, after 
listening to His description of future events, their hearts 
must have been deeply moved, for they had stood at 
the very threshold of the future and witnessed one 
great scene after another. With a deeper faith and 
trust they followed Jesus, who is "the way, the truth, 
and the life." John 14:6. 



Lesson 18 Will Answer the Following Questions: 

WHY DID CHRIST TEACH IN PARABLES? 

WHY ARE THERE HYPOCRITES IN THE CHURCH? 

WILL ALL THE WORLD BE SAVED? 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

Christ Unveils the Future 

Test Questions — Lesson 17 

Complete the following statements: 

1. The greatest of all prophets is 

2. Prophecy is given to help men 

Q Check (/) the correct statements below: 

1. When the gospel has been preached in all the world the end 
will come. 

2. Only a small percentage of the people of the world will know 
, of the gospel 

3. It is possible for Christians to hasten the coming of Jesus 

List five special signs of Christ's coming: 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Complete the following statements: 

1. A prophecy of Jesus that was fulfilled in His own generation — 
though after His ascension — was the __ 



□ 



2. His prediction concerning the darkening of the sun was fulfilled 
on 

3. The "stars fell" on 

4 The only sign that has not yet been fulfilled concerns the shak- 
ing of the " of the " 

Underline the correct statements: 

1. No one but God knows the day and hour of Christ's coming. 

2. The angels know the exact time. 

3. We may know by the signs when Christ's coming is near. 

If the following statements are true, write "Yes" in the blanks provided; 
if not, write "No." 

1. All the tribes of the earth will rejoice when they see Jesus 
coming 

2. The angels will gather the elect from the four winds 

3. Prophecy shines as a light in a dark place 

(Over) ADVENTIST 17 
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BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street . 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No. P. O. Box No 

City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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Lesson 1 8 



Christ Teaches in Parables 



All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable 
spake he not unto them: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; 1 will utter things which 
have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. — Matthew 13:34,35. 



Everybody loves a secret, and you are probably no 
exception. In the parables of Jesus we discover 
"things which have been kept secret from the founda- 
tion of the world." As the wise Master Teacher, He 
opened up life's spiritual mysteries by relating His var- 
ious parables. 

Parables were used by our Lord for the illustration of 
spiritual truths by referring to familiar earthly objects or 
incidents. Many of Christ's parables were taken from 
nature, and He used them to teach the huge crowds 
that gathered by the Lake of Galilee. He made use of 
the experiences of shepherds, businessmen, builders, 
tillers of the soil, travelers, and homemakers to teach the 
people essential religious truths. Many of His parables 
were taught to the people who gathered to hear Him in 
Capernaum or in Jerusalem. Near the close of His life, 
the most impressive parables were given on the Mount 
of Olives. 

Jesus spoke in parables for two reasons: First, to stim- 
ulate questions about His kingdom. He knew that sin- 
cere people who really wanted to know what was right, 
would not rest until they had searched out the meaning 
of the truths He taught. These parables acted as an 
alarm clock, arousing the sleeping minds of the vast 
audiences who heard Him. Second, Christ found it 
necessary to teach certain truths in figures because the 
Jewish leaders were watching His words to find some 
cause for His arrest and condemnation. As opposition 
against Him grew, Jesus used parables more and more 
to convey His warnings to Israel. If He had spoken 
more plainly and frankly, His ministry would have been 
cut short much sooner. Let us begin our lesson with 
the best-known of all Christ's parables. 

Q CHRIST ILLUSTRATES THE POWER OF 
HIS WORD 

(Read Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15.) 

Christ is seated in a boat on the Sea of Galilee while 
the eager multitude stands on the beach, listening close- 



ly to His words. As we join the crowd, we are thrilled 
by the simple but effective illustrations used by the 
Master Storyteller. 

And he spake many things unto them in parables, say- 
ing, Behold, a sower went forth to sow. — Matthew 13:3. 

"Some seeds fell by the way side," He says, "and the 
fowls came and devoured them up: some fell upon 
stony places, where they had not much earth." They 
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'Behold a sower went forth to sow." Matthew 13:3. 
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sprouted for just a little while; then the sun scorched 
them, and they withered because they had no depth of 
root. 

Jesus then describes the seed that fell among thorns, 
which choked out the tender growth. Other seed "fell 
into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hun- 
dredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold." 

As He speaks, we see nearby a farmer scattering 
seeds of grain on the freshly-plowed soil. Here is a 
living illustration of truth. But what does Jesus mean 
by the parable? Who is the sower? What does the 
seed represent? 

The sower is the Son of man. The seed is the Word 
of God. The soil represents different kinds of hearers. 
Let us look closely at each part of this parable. 

1. The sower. Jesus came from heaven to this earth 
to scatter the grain of heavenly truth. He is the Sower. 
By this parable He taught that His kingdom was to 
prevail by planting in men's hearts a new principle of 
life. It was not to prevail by the sword. Christians are 
to scatter the gospel seed as Christ did, then cultivate 
it with love and prayer. Patiently they must wait for 
the growth and the harvest that will come if they trust 
in God. Christian faith will finally triumph over all 
earthly opposition. 

2. The seed. There is spiritual life in God's Word. 
This is the seed. Jesus said: 

The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit* and 
they are life* — John 6:63. 

He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life. — John 5:24. 

Those who say that the Bible cannot be understood 
do not know the secret of its life-giving power. As you 
read the life of Christ with a purpose to know His will, 
do you not feel the stimulating power of the Word? If 
the good seed has taken root in your heart, do you not 
find the love of Jesus and all the Christian graces grow- 
ing stronger every day? 

3. The soil. The growth of the seed depends upon 
the nature of the soil. In the parable the listeners them- 
selves were the soil. If people fail, they have no one to 
blame but themselves. But if they succeed, it is because 
they have properly related themselves to God and to 
their fellow men. Life is a matter of right or wrong 
relationships. The power of choice lies with us. We 
ourselves must determine what we shall become. It is 
true, we cannot change ourselves, but God can change 
us if we let Him. As this secret of life is fully under- 
stood, there will be more transformed Christians. 

4. The seed by the wayside. The wayside, where 
some seed fell, represents the careless listeners. And 
there were many of these in the crowd that listened to 
Christ, just as there are today. Like a pathway that is 
beaten down with the passing of many feet, the hearts 
of these people have become hardened by sin. The 
world of pleasure Has made of their lives a through route 
to perdition, and the good seed cannot grow on such 
hard ground. This fact needs to be understood. 

5. The stony ground. There is little depth of soil 
here. The plants may spring up for a time but, because 
the roots cannot enter the rock and find nourishment, 



they soon die. Many -people who profess to be Chris- 
tians have only .a superficial experience. Beneath the 
tiny growth is the natural, selfish heart, hard as a rocjc. 
Ezekiel calls f that heart a heart of stone. ( Ezekiel 11:19. ) 
Their only hope is to "be born again, born from above" 
(John 3:3, margin), and receive the new heart, the 
"heart of flesh." Ezekiel 36:26. 

6. Amidst thorns. Sometimes the gospel seed falls 
among thorns and poisonous weeds, which represent: 
(a) The cares of this life, (b) the deceitfulness of riches; 
(c) sinful pleasures; (d) the, desire for "other things"— 
many little things .that encroach upon the Christianas 
time and life and imperil his soul. (Mark 4:19.) 

7. Good-ground hearers. These are the ones who 
receive the words of Christ "not as the word of men 
but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually 
worketh also in you that believe." 1 Thessalonians 2:13. 
They receive the Scriptures gladly, willingly, and that 
is why they bear fruit. That is why they are different 
from the others. As they open their hearts humbly to 
be taught by the Lord, He plants the seed in their 
hearts, and lo, there is a moral transformation! 

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. . . . And this is the word which by the 
gospel is preached unto you. — 1 Peter 1 :23, 25. 

Not all good-ground hearers produce the same amount 
of fruitage. They all bear good fruit, but some are more 
fruitful than others. It is not the quantity so much as 
the quality that is important. Are you a good-ground 
hearer?. 

g WHAT LESSON WAS DRAWN FROM THE 
GROWTH OF THE SEED? 

We listen again to the Saviour as He explains the 
nature of His kingdom in another parable about seed 
sowing: 

And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man 
should cast seed into the ground; and should sleep, ami 
rise night and day, and the seed should spring and 
grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth 
forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, 
after that the full corn in the ear. But when the fruit 
is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, 
because the harvest is come. — Mark 4:26-29. 

The parable of the growing seed shows: (1) that 

God is at work in the natural world; (2) that He is at 

work in the spiritual world, building His kingdom into 
the hearts of men. 

The growth of the plant represents Christian experi- 
ence. As the plant grows, it lives. As the Christian 
grows in grace and in the knowledge of his Lord and 
Saviour, he lives — but not unless he grows. As the plant 
is perfect at every stage of development, so the Chris- 
tian may be perfect at every stage in his development. 
This is known as sanctification, a work of grace that 
takes a lifetime to accomplish. Are these Bible lessons 
helping you to become rooted more deeply in God? 
Don't be discouraged if perfection doesn't come all at 
once. Be submissive to God and give Him: (1) a 
chance; (2) ample time; (3) all that there is of your- 
self. But remember, sanctification begins when you de- 
cide to follow Christ. Then vou start arrowing. 
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g WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE 
MUSTARD SEED? 

By the parable of the mustard seed Christ taught 
that His kingdom, which in its beginning seemed so in- 
significant, would someday reach out like the roots of a 
great plant and cover the earth. But the scribes and 
Pharisees were contemptuous of His claims. He had no 
money or material possessions. He had no degrees from 
the schools of His time. His followers were mostly hum- 
ble laborers and fishermen. The Pharisees and Saddu- 
cees did not follow Him. How could He expect to make 
an impact on the world? But Christ knew that His 
spiritual kingdom would triumph, whereas material 
things would fail. And so — 

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, 
which a man took, and sowed in his field: which indeed 
is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the 
greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 
—Matthew 13:31,32. 

•Christianity is like the mustard seed that takes hold 
of the soil and grows. First, it is small; then it becomes 
very large. Within two or three decades after Christ 
spoke these words, His teachings had spread throughout 
the inhabited world. Within a few centuries the Ro- 
man emperor acknowledged himself to be a Christian. 
Today Christianity is the most widespread of all reli- 
gions, and* literally hundreds of millions of people ac- 
knowledge Christ to be their King. Approximately one 
out of every three people in the world today professes 
to be a Christian. And so the tiny mustard seed has 
reached out and literally covered the earth! This is the 
greatest miracle of all. (See Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:- 
18, 19.) 

g] HOW WAS THE WORK OF GOD'S GRACE 
REPRESENTED? 

Now we take a careful look at the great crowd that 
has gathered about Jesus to hear His teaching. There 
are people of all classes — 

"The poor, the illiterate, the ragged beggar, the robber 
with the seal of guilt upon his face, the maimed, the 
dissipated, the merchant and the man of leisure, high 
and low, rich and poor, all crowding upon one another 
for a place to stand and hear the words of Christ." 
— Christ's Object Lessons, p. 95. 

Does the kingdom of God consist only of these poor, 
downtrodden people? Many of the highly educated 
and powerful Jewish leaders wondered about that, too. 
So Christ explained that His kingdom is for all who 
will receive it, regardless of their -status in this life. 
Listen to His words: 

Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and 
hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened. — Matthew 13:33. 

Leaven, an agent introduced into the dough from 
without, is a symbol of the grace of God implanted by 
the Holy Spirit within the life. It is something from 
outside that takes possession of us, not simply the devel- 
opment of our own potential powers. A knowledge of 
truth is not enough. The truth must enter the life, even 
as leaven is mixed with the dough and completely 



permeates it. When the life itself is changed and the 
thoughts and acts are brought into harmony with the 
truth that is professed, we know that the leaven is 
working. The social or economic status of the man him- 
self means little, but his attitude toward the truths 
which Christ taught means everything! How many 
there are who have never learned this secret! But 
those who have humbly received Christ as their Saviour 
know the meaning of that goodness and greatness that 
are acceptable to God. 

@ THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 

The blessings of the gospel of Jesus are now compared, 
first, to treasure hidden in a field (Matthew 13:44); 
and second, to a priceless pearl (verses 45,46). In 
Christ Himself "are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge." Colossians 2:3. He is "made unto us wis- 
dom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion." 1 Corinthians 1:30. His life alone is stainless 
and without defect, like a pure, white pearl. In Jesus 
is all the glory of the Father, "the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily." Colossians 2:9. His words inspire the listening 
throng: 

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, 
seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found one 
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, 
and bought it. — Matthew 13 :45, 46. 

In this parable the pearl is not represented as a gift, 
for it took all that the merchant owned to buy it. And, 
while it is true that Christ and the gospel are held out 
to us as a gift, this priceless treasure is for those only 
who give themselves without reserve to God. Those 
who surrender body, soul, and spirit to Him will in re- 
turn receive Christ and all the treasures of heaven. 
This is the kind of exchange that brings the greatest 
profit! 

The parable has another meaning also. It not only 
teaches that men are seeking God, but that God is 
seeking men. Lost humanity is the pearl of great price, 
and Christ is the heavenly Merchant Man seeking our 
salvation. It is true that man is defiled by sin, but 
through Jesus he may become pure and spotless as the 
pearl. 

An insignificant grain of sand enclosed within the 
pearl oyster may, through a miraculous process of nature 
be transformed into a beautiful pearl. So, through faith 
in Christ, all Gods children may develop beauty of 
character. God does not look upon us as worthless, 
but through His Son He sees us redeemed and saved 
at last. And Jesus, having found His precious pearls, 
makes them beautiful by setting them in His own glo- 
rious diadem. 

They shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an 
ensign upon his land. — Zechariah 9:16. 
They shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day 
when I make up my jewels. — Malachi 3:17. 

gj CHRIST'S TEACHING ABOUT THE 
JUDGMENT 

By the parable of the net, Jesus taught that both 
good and bad people are gathered into the church. 
The casting of the net represented the work of Chris- 
tians in preaching the gospel. The Saviour taught that 
unconverted as well as converted people would enter 



the church. This parable answers the question that 
bothers so many: "Why does the church have so many 
hypocrites?" 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that 
was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind : which, 
when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and 
gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 
So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall 
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 
and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. — Matthew 13:47-50. 

We should not forget that a traitor was found even 
among the twelve disciples. But Jesus did not reject 
him; Judas rejected Christ. He left the circle of the 
disciples and went out and betrayed the Saviour. 

By this parable Christ showed also that character 
and not profession decides mans destiny. He didn't 
want the people to think that the position they occupied 
in the church would save them, or that God would ex- 
cuse their sins simply because they held a church office. 

Only the truly righteous will enter heaven. 

i 

A parallel truth is revealed in the parable of the 
tares. (Read Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.) From this we 
learn that there will never come a time when all the 
world will be converted and turn to God. At the time 
of the harvest, at the end of the world, the wheat and 
the tares will be separated. The good (the wheat) 
will be taken to heaven. The wicked (the weeds, or 
the tares) will be destroyed. This same truth is taught 
by the parable of the net and the fish ( Matthew 13: 
47-50): The good and the bad are separated on the 
shore after 'the net is drawn in. This is evidence that 
the righteous and the wicked will be separated in the 
final judgment. So we see that the popular concept of 
world conversion is out of harmony with the teachings 
of Jesus. 

The time is coming soon when probation will close 
for every man. Then the destiny of every person will 
be decided forever. That solemn hour is described by 
John the revelator: 

The time is at hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still : and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still : and 
he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he 
that is holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, I come 
quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be. — Revelation 22:10-12. 
(See Ezekiel 33:11.) 

God wants all to be saved. It is not His will that any 
should be lost. (2 Peter 3:9.) But the decision rests 
with us. Every man is the arbiter of his own destiny. 

We are now living in the period of grace. Proba- 
tionary time still lingers, and God's Spirit is pleading 
with us to accept the gift of life. Those who do so will 
be saved. Those who reject or neglect salvation will be 



lost. Sin is ruinous, and God" must destroy it from His 
universe. Are you employing the hours of probation- 
ary time in a way that will insure the eternal well-being 
of yourself and your family? Let GO of sin; let GOD 
save you. Cling to Him by faith, and you may be sure 
that He will hold you fast. 

Q WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
"THINGS NEW AND OLD"? 

As Christ taught the people, He also taught His 
disciples. After giving the parable of the net, He asked: 
"Have ye understood all these things? They say unto 
him, Yea, Lord." Matthew 13:51. Then He proceeded 
to show them what His followers are to do with the 
truths they have received from Him. 

Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is 
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out 
of his treasure things new and old. — Matthew 13:52. 

In this parable the Master showed that truth has 
little value unless it is passed on to others. The disciples 
had communed with Him and learned of Him. Now 
they were to communicate what they had learned. As 
the truth is shared with others, its life-giving power 
increases, and the one who is the channel of blessing is 
enriched by the experience. His Christian life becomes 
a vital thing like the lush green valley that channels 
the river to the sea. 

We should never forget that the truths which Jesus 
taught were both new and old. The Word of God in- 
cludes both the New and the Old Testament, and one 
is not complete without the other. It is as necessary to 
understand the lessons of the Old Testament as it is to 
understand those of the New Testament. Christ is the 
Great Treasure of the Old Testament as He is of the 
New. It was Christ who saved men in Old Testament 
times as well as in New Testament times. As one writer 
puts it: 

"The Old Testament sheds light upon the New, and 
the New upon the Old. Each is a revelation of the 
glory of God in Christ. Both present truths that will 
continually reveal new depths of meaning to the earnest 
seeker." — Christ's Object Lessons, p. 128. 

These parables to which we have listened are the 
best stories we have ever heard. Will Jesus continue to 
teach like this tomorrow and the next day? That is the 
question we ask as we leave with the crowds that have 
gathered to hear the Master Teacher. As we walk away, 
we think seriously of the truths we have heard. Many 
questions about the spiritual life are now beginning to 
be answered. 

In Lessons 19 and 20 we shall continue our study of 
the parables of Jesus. 



Lesson 19 Will Answer the Following Questions: •1177— 7.5 m— 10-59— ?« l ^o 

IN THE PARABLES OF JESUS WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF: 

1. THE LOST SHEEP? 

2. THE LOST COIN? 

3. THE LOST PRODIGAL? 

4. THE GREAT SUPPER? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

Christ Teaches in Parahles 
Test Questions — Lesson 18 

n I n the parable of the sower, what did Jesus use to represent the 
following? 

1. The Word of God 

2. Son of man 

3. Careless listeners 

4. Superficial Christians 

5. Cares of this world 

6. Fruitful Christians 

^jj Underline the true statements below: 

1. Sanctifi cation begins when we choose to follow Jesus. 

2. Sanctification is spiritual growth. 

3. Sanctification is a work of grace. 

4. Sanctification is the work of a lifetime. 

f£\ Check (/) the expression below which best tells what Jesus taught by the 
parable of the mustard seed: 

1. The value of mustard seed . 

2. The worthlessness of little things 

3. The growth of His kingdom 

Q Write "True" or "False" after each statement below: 

The parable of the leaven in the loaf teaches us that 

(a) we are saved by a power from outside ourselves 

(b) attitudes mean more than wealth or position. 

(c) a knowledge of truth is all that is necessary. 

(d) a changed life is the best proof that the leaven of truth is 
working. 

|jj Fill in the blanks to complete the following texts: 

1. "In whom [Christ] are hid all the treasures of 

and " 

2. "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
us , and , and 

, and _ " 
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Jg| Answer these questions with "Yes" or "No": 

1. Do unconverted people sometimes join the church? 

2. Will church membership alone save a person? 

3. Will all the world ever be converted? 

4. Will the righteous and the wicked be separated in the judg- 
ment? 

5. Is it within the power of everyone to choose salvation? ... 

Q Underline the phrase or phrases, which correctly complete the following 
statements : 

1. The householder brought forth from his treasure (valuable 
things and worthless — soiled articles and clean — new things 
and old). 

2. If truth is shared with others (its value is lost to the giver — 
its life-giving power increases — the giver is enriched). 

3. Christ is revealed in (the Old Testament only — the New Tes- 
tament only ~~ in both Old and New Testaments). 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



I These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 

If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by ! 
j section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
j ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well ! 
j to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 

you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 

I J 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No. Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City ! State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
7 N T ^-~*8545 The Light of the World — Test 18 
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The Good Shepherd 



And Other Parables 



I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. . . . 
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: . . . My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Fathers hand. — John 10: 14, 27, 29. 



Three of the apostles refer to Jesus as the Shepherd 
of the sheep. John calls Him the Good Shepherd 
who laid down His life for the sheep. (John 10:11.) 
The writer of the book of Hebrews (13:20) refers to 



15:1,2.) He now contrasts the spirit of these two 
groups. Let us listen carefully to the important lesson 
which He teaches: 



Jesus as the Great Shepherd who rose from the dead, j 

while Peter honors Him as the Chief Shepherd who is ! * * • * * ? ? * 7 / * ; ' * ' ; i ? \ I If ! i f * : * 
coining again. (1 Peter 5:4.) 

To represent the willing subjects of His kingdom, 
Christ used humble, faithful sheep — not goats, which 
are self-willed. (Matthew 25:31-46.) 

Dwight L. Moody once said: "Christ's sheep have 
two marks: (1) in their ears — 'they hear my voice'; 
(2) in their feet — 'they follow me.*" 

David, the shepherd boy, sang in the pastures of 
Bethlehem, "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want" (Read the twenty-third psalm.) Jesus is the 
understanding Shepherd of His church on earth. (1) He 
feeds His flock with the bread of spiritual life. (2) Pie 
guides them in service. (3) He teaches them how to 
pray. (4) He protects them from the attacks of Satan. 
(5) He binds up their wounds. (6) He guides them 
into the true fold. (7) He watches over them. 

Today we shall join the crowds in Jerusalem who are 
listening to the wonderful parables of Jesus. As He 
speaks, we are led to think of Him as the Chief Shep- 
herd of the church — counseling, instructing, guiding, 
and warning His flock. 

Q HOW DID CHRIST TEACH DEPENDENCE 
UPON GOD? 

Jesus taught that the sheep must depend upon the 
shepherd lest they go astray and be lost. Unto "certain 
which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and despised others" (Luke 18:9), Christ addressed 
His stirring parable of the Pharisee and the publican. 

We learn that the Master has only recently dined in 
the home of a Pharisee. (Luke 14:1.) Soon afterward 
He met with a group of "publicans and sinners." (Luke 
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Christ, the Good Shepherd 



Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a 
Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that 
I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulter- 
ers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, 
I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, 
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standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his 
eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, 
God be merciful to me a sinner, I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified rather than the other: 
for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. — Luke 
18:10-14. 

The proud Pharisee in this parable presents a picture 
of self-righteousness and self-praise. He believes that 
his prayers will earn Gods favor. Those who watch him 
can almost hear him say, "Come not near to me, for I 
am holier than thou/' He doesn't really pray to God; 
he prays "with himself." 

But the poor publican presents a different picture. 
He does not mingle with the other worshipers, but 
draws apart by himself and "would not lift up so much 
as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast." 
He knows that he has no merit to commend himself to 
God, so he pleads for mercy: "God be merciful to me a 
sinner." How he longs for peace and pardon! 

Now, which of these men was blessed? Jesus said: 
"I tell you, this man [the publican] went down to his 
house justified rather than the other [the Pharisee]." 
He received help because he felt his need. The Phari- 
see was rejected because he felt no need. 

If you, student friend, feel your need of the Good 
Shepherd's love and care as did the publican, take cour- 
age. There is hope for you. You may lean heavily upon 
God and learn to depend upon Him. Mercy is freely 
extended to those who feel their helplessness and call 
upon the name of the Lord, seeking Him earnestly for 
salvation. (Romans 10:13.) 

gj A PARABLE ILLUSTRATING THE NEED 
OF PRAYER 

(Read Luke 11:1-13.) 
Christ had previously taught His disciples what to 
say when they prayed. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4.) 
At that time He illustrated His instruction by teaching 
that His followers must persevere in prayer if they 
expect to have their prayers answered. 

And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a 
friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say 
unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of 
mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing 
to set before him? And he from within shall answer 
and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give 
thee. I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give 
him, because he is his friend, yet because of his im- 
portunity he will rise and give him as many as he need- 
eth, — Luke 11:5-8. 

The petitioner in the parable persevered in his re- 
quest and refused to give up, so he got the three loaves. 
Jesus taught that we likewise should continue to pray 
even if we do not receive an immediate answer. 

The man in this parable asked a neighbor for three 
loaves of bread so that he might have food for his friend 
who had come to see him. In this way our Lord taught 
that God gives to us when we ask that we may give to 
others. Prayer makes us instruments of Gods love and 
power. It is said that when Saladin looked at Richard 
Coeur de Lion's sword, he expressed surprise that such 
an ordinary blade could do such wonders. Richard 
bared his arm and said: "It was not the sword, Saladin. 
It was the arm that did the great things." So we are 
but instruments in Gods strong hand. 



gj WHY SHOULD THE CHRISTIAN NOT SEEK 
REVENGE? 

There are times when shepherds must be the pro- 
tectors and avengers of the flock; when the wolves, and 
lions, and bears must be attacked and destroyed. These 
beasts that prey upon the sheep must be exterminated. 
This Christ taught in the parable of God the avenger. 
In the day of judgment that is coming, the enemies of 
the church will be destroyed and the little flock ( Luke 
12:32), who in this life are so often attacked by their 
enemies, will find shelter and protection. 

And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint; saying, 
There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither 
regarded man: and there was a widow in that city; 
and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine 
adversary. And he would not for a while: but after- 
ward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, 
nor regard man; yet because this widow troubleth me, 
I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she 
weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, 
which cry day and night unto him, though he bear 
long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them 
speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth? — Luke 18:1-8. 

In this parable there are just two characters: the 
unjust judge and the importunate widow. The woman 
had a righteous case. The judge knew that he could 
and should help her, but he refused to do so, for no 
other reason than to show his authority. He was in- 
different and hardhearted, and he was aloof. But she 
pressed her petition so hard that the judge finally had 
to give heed. "I will avenge her," he said, "though I 
do not fear God nor man, because if I don't she will 
weary me with her persistence." And so, to save time 
and annoyance, he decided the case in her favor. 

Jesus declared that, if the unjust judge would avenge 
this mistreated widow, "shall not God avenge his own 
elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he 
bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge 
them speedily." 

For long centuries sinful men have lived in trans- 
gression of Gods holy law. They act as if the Great 
Judge knows nothing of their deeds. "How doth God 
know?" they ask. "And is there knowledge in the most 
High?" Psalm 73:11. But the time is coming when this 
godless element will exceed the bounds of mercy, and 
the longsuffering of God will end. Then the Lord will 
take the wicked in hand and work in behalf of His own 
honor and to justify His faithful people. 

In this time of God's judgments (Revelation 16), the 
loyal followers of the Good Shepherd will find protec- 
tion and deliverance. (Matthew 25:31-46.) 

There shall be a time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation even to that same time: and 
at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one 
that shall be found written in the book. — Daniel 12:1. 

If God Himself is to undertake the punishment of the 
wicked, should we not forsake all bitterness, malice, 
and the holding of grudges against them? "Vengeance 
is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord." Romans 12:19. 
Forget the injustices you have suffered. Forgive your 
enemies and pray for them. This is the spirit of Christ. 
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□ THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP 

Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners 
for to hear him. And the Pharisees and scribes mur- 
mured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth 
with them. And he spake this parable unto them, say- 
ing, What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he 
lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in 
the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he 
find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he 
calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto 
them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep 
which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall 
be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no re- 
pentance. — Luke 15:1-7. 

As Jesus speaks, we learn that before the great day 
of vengeance, the Good Shepherd will make every 
effort to bring all His wandering sheep into the fold. 
In this parable of the lost sheep we notice four points: 

1. Only one sheep went astray. To recover this lost 
sheep the Good Shepherd left the ninety-and-nine in 
the wilderness and went out to seek the one stray 
wanderer. This is to teach us that God loves the lost 
as well as those within the fold. (See Ezekiel 34:12.) 
One is the very least that can be numbered. So if there 
had been only one lost soul, Christ would have died 
for that one. 

2. The lost sheep is helpless. "Without me ye can do 
nothing," Jesus says. (John 15:5.) There is no way for 
the lost sinner to return to God except through Him. 
(See Acts 4:12.) We are lost without Hini. If the shep- 
herd in the parable had not recovered this needy 
little stray sheep, it would have been devoured by 
wolves or plunged to its death over a precipice. We 
are just as helpless as lost sheep, but divine love has 
devised . a plan for our rescue. The Good Shepherd 
seeks to take us in His arms and bring us back to God. 



3. The shepherd loves the lost sheep. When the 
shepherd knows that one of his sheep is missing, he is 
filled with anxiety and cannot sleep. So, in the middle 
of the night he gets up and goes out in search of the 
wanderer. Making sure that the ninety-and-nine are 
safe within the fold, he proceeds on his perilous way. 
No effort is spared. His life is in danger, but he has 
but one urge — to recover that one stray sheep. 

4. The lost is found. Following a lonely trail hour 
after hour, at last he hears a faint cry in the distance. 
Led by that pitiful sound, he comes to the edge of a 
great precipice. There is a familiar picture of the shep- 
herd reaching down from a perilous height to seize 
the lost sheep, stranded on a ledge, to pull the helpless 
animal to safety. And what does he do — punish the 
little thing? No. Bruised and bleeding as it is, he takes 
it in his arms and presses it to his bosom, where the 
warmth of his own heart flows out to revive it. With 
gratitude to God he returns, binds up its wounds, and 
places it back in the fold. 

The parable ends with the shepherd calling his 
friends and neighbors together and saying, "Rejoice 
with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost." 
Luke 15:6. Then there is thanksgiving, with songs of 
melody and praise. What a beautiful picture of the 
rejoicing in heaven over one repentant soul who turns 
to the Good Shepherd for salvation! ADVENTIST 
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@ THE PARABLE OF THE LOST COIN 

In the parable of the lost sheep, Jesus represented 
those who are lost in sin and want to come back. These 
He is able and willing to save. The parable of the lost 
coin represents those who are lost and do not realize it. 
These, too, He is able to save. Listen to His words: 

Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she 
lose one piece, doth not light a cantlle, and sweep the 
house, and seek diligently until she find it? And when 
she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her 
neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have 
found the piece which 1 had lost* Likewise, I say unto 
you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth. — Luke 15:8-10. 

The lost sheep wandered into the mountains away 
from home — far, far away. But the coin was lost in the 
house, nearby, close at hand. Even so, it could be re- 
covered only by careful searching. Jesus must have 
been thinking of families and homes when He taught 
this parable, for there were many parents and children 
in the large crowd that listened to His earnest teaching. 

Sometimes the spiritual needs of the children grow- 
ing up by our side in the home are ignored. Family 
worship is neglected. The singing of hymns and gospel 
songs, the voice of prayer, and the reading of the Bible 
are not heard as often as they should be. Many parents 
seldom, if ever, talk to their children about the Good 
Shepherd. And they are careless about their own 
churchgoing habits. Are not these children, or even 
their parents, the lost coins of today? 

In order to find her lost coin, the woman had to 
light a candle. Then she and the other members of the 
household looked everywhere for it. Should we not 
light the candle of Bible truth in our homes and seek 
to win our children to God — also our lost relatives and 
those near and dear to us? Begin now to pray for the 
salvation of some particular one who is outside the fold 
of safety. Why not enroll him in this Bible course on 
the life of Christ? God will gladly help you to win that 
very one to the love and care of the Good Shepherd. 



0 THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

(Read Luke 15:11-32.) 

The parable of the prodigal son has also been called 
the story of the forgiving father. The prodigal repre- 
sents those who are lost in sin, those who shrug their 
shoulders and ask, "Who cares?" They are bent on the 
pleasures of today and do not think about the future. 
The past holds no lessons for them. All they want is 
a good time now. 

The young son in the parable asks for the inheritance 
that would come to him at his father's death. He is 
impatient and can't wait until the money is in his 
hands. So he receives his inheritance, gathers together 
his camels, sheep, and cattle; loads his beasts of burden 
with bolts of costly cloth, and spices, and the money he 
has obtained; and hastens to his father's house for a 
quick good-by. Then he is gone! 

In the "far country" to which he goes, he spends 
his fortune in "riotous living." For weeks and months 
this goes on. Then his cash dwindles to a few Roman 
pennies. He must sell some of his possessions to provide 
monev for his adventure. But now he is down to his 



last animal. His servants and friends desert him. There 
is nothing left now. Virtue and health have long since 
fled. He is left alone, sick and dejected. 

In order to live, he gets a job tending pigs. What a 
situation for a Jew! But this is not the end of the 
story: "He came to himself," the Saviour said. He 
begins to sense his wretchedness. Satan's deceptive 
power is broken. He reasons from cause to effect and 
sees that he is suffering as the result of his own foolish- 
ness. At first he had thought that his father was to 
blame for his unhappiness because he was too strict, 
too religious. Now he realizes that his father was right, 
and he is wrong. "I will arise and go to my father," 
he said. He understands now that his father has loved 
him all the time, but it had never dawned on him be- 
fore. Indeed, it is the father's love that has awakened 
his conscience. Why has he been so foolish? 

So he starts home. The father has been waiting 
for his boy, watching day by day, week by week; 
praying, hoping. As the son approaches the old home, 
the father sees him "a great way off." Yes, he sees his 
son before the boy sees him. When the returning 
prodigal is within distance, the father runs to meet 
him. With great compassion he takes him in his arms 
in a long, fond embrace. He "had compassion, and ran, 
and fell on his neck, and kissed him," the Bible says. 
It is a beautiful picture, this home-coming of the 
prodigal and the fathers wonderful love. 

Then there is feasting and rejoicing. The weak, 
emaciated boy is most repentant. "Father," he says, 
"I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and 
am no more worthy to be called thy son." Then he is 
about to say, "Make me as one of thy hired servants," 
but the father gives him no chance. "Bring forth the 
best robe, and put it on him," he orders, "and put a 
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: and bring 
hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and 
be merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again;, 
he was lost, and is found." And they began to be merry. 

This thrilling scene of reunion and sweet harmony 
represents the welcome that God extends to all repent- 
ant sinners and backsliders who will return to Him. 

Q THE STORY OF THE GREAT SUPPER 

(Read Luke 14:15-24.) 

While in Jerusalem Jesus attended a feast in the 
home of a prominent Pharisee. Gathered about the 
table were many distinguished guests who were curious 
but not friendly to Christ, and they watched His every 
move hoping to find an accusation against Him as a 
reason for taking His life. They had hardened their 
hearts and rejected Christ's invitation to repent. This 
feast afforded Jesus an opportunity to show these men 
the results of the evil course they were following. 

He told of a man who made a great supper and 
invited many guests. At a stated time his servant called 
on them saying, "Come; for all things are now ready." 



But those favored people began to make excuses. One 
man, a farmer, had bought a new piece of property 
and wanted to go see it. Another had purchased five 
pairs of oxen and wished to try them out. Another man 
had just married and wanted to stay with his wife. 

So the frustrated servant came back and told his 
master what had happened. This made him angry, and 
he commanded: 

Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and 
the halt, and the blind. — Luke 14:21. 

After the servant did as he was told, he returned 
and said: "Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room." Verse 22. Then the master said: 

Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them 
to come in, that my house may be filled. — Verse 23. 

These substitute guests responded gladly to the in- 
vitation and came to the feast from far and near. But 
the lord was angry with those who had spurned his in- 
vitation. Jesus concluded: "I say unto yqu, That none 
of those men which were bidden shall taste of my 
supper." Verse 24. 

The leaders of Israel had despised the invitation of 
the Lord from heaven and had rejected His calls of 
mercy. So the apostles were bidden to seek out others 
from among the Gentiles to take their place. This 
parable teaches the following lessons: 

1. Those who say to God: "Go thy way for this 
time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for 
thee" (Acts 24:25), run the risk of losing their place 
in His kingdom. 

2. God will turn from those who despise the light of 
truth and invite those to follow Him who are recep- 
tive — the poor, the hungry, the naked — those who appre- 
ciate His mercies. Jesus once said to the astonished 
priests and elders: "The publicans and the harlots go 
into the kingdom of God before you." Matthew 21:31. 

3. The gospel is to go to all the world — into the high- 
ways and byways, to the high and the lowly — that Gods 
house may be rilled with guests when Christ returns to 
this earth for them. Here the Saviour pointed to the 
work of the gospel, the final call of mercy to be made 
in the highways and byways of the whole wide world. 
That call is now being sounded. Have you accepted 
it? Have you heard the voice of the Good Shepherd? 
Are you following Him? The promise is: 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me: . . . My Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand. — John 10:27,29. 

Well, it has been a thrilling experience to spend the 
day in Jerusalem with Jesus. As we have listened to 
His parables, we have decided one thing — others may 
reject Him, but we will follow Him. We have heard 
the Good Shepherd's voice and know Him to be God's 
own appointed Saviour of His lost sheep. 



Lesson 20 Will Explain the Following Parables of Jesus: 
THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 
THE TEN VIRGINS 

THE MAN WITHOUT THE WEDDING GARMENT 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Good Shepherd 
Test Questions — Lesson 19 

Fill in the blanks below: 

1. Jesus is the Shepherd. 

2. Jesus is the Shepherd 

3. Jesus is the Shepherd. 

4. "The Lord is shepherd." 

Q Underline the true statements: 

1. The Pharisee felt his need of God. 

2. The Pharisee felt that he was better than others. 

3. The Pharisee thought' that his prayers would earn Gods favor. 

4. The publican was blessed because he realized his great need. 

5. The Lord is merciful to all who sincerely come to Him for help. 

gj Where in the Bible do we find the parable that teaches the impor- 
tance of persevering prayer? (Give the book, chapter, and verses.) 



jjj Complete the following texts: 

1- " is mine; I will , saith the Lord." 

2. "Shall not God his own , which 

cry day and night unto him?" 

£j Check (/) the true statements below: 

1. Jesus is interested in each individual. 

2. It is only through Christ that a lost sinner may return to God. 



3. Heaven rejoices over every repentant sinner. 

Fill in the blanks: 

The parable of the represents those 

who are lost but do not realize their .condition. 

[ gj If the following statements are true, write "Yes" in the blanks provided; 
if false, write "No." 

1. The parable of the prodigal son represents the sinner who 
realizes his lost condition and returns to God 

2. The prodigal son was homesick as soon as he got away 

3. When his condition became wretched, he thought of his father. 



4. The reunion of the prodigal son with his father represents 
Heaven's welcome to the repentant sinner 

ADVENTfST (Over) 19 
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Underline the word or phrase that correctly completes each of the following 
sentences : 

1. Jesus attended a feast in the home of (Peter — a repentant 
Gentile — a Pharisee). 

2. The guests were (critical — friendly — enthusiastic) toward 
Jesus. 

3. In the parable of the Great Supper, the invited guests repre- 
sent (the disciples — the leaders of Israel — the publicans). 

4. The substitute guests represent (the Gentiles who accept Jesus 
— the Jews who rejected Him — the Pharisees). 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



i These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 

I If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 

I section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 

I ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 

| to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 

| you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 

L —— 

3|y Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 



City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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CURRENT STUDENT ENCLOSURE 

(Blank for new enrollments for students already taking a course) 
Dear Student: 

Have you enjoyed these lessons? If so, WHY NOT contact one or 
two of your friends or loved ones and invite them to take one of 
the following Bible Courses? Please check the course desired: 

□ Junior Course 

□ Bright Horizon (youth) 

□ Faith Course (adult) 

□ Light of the World (life of Jesus) 

□ For Alcoholics 

This is all you need. Enroll someone, and return this application 
with your test sheets.* 

Mr., Mrs., Miss 

Street and Number 

P. O. Box No Rural Route No 

Rural Route Box No. 

City State Zip Code 

THE VOICE OF PROPHECY 

Box 55, Los Angeles, California 90053 

*If more than one name, use back of sheet. Please indicate course 
requested for each name. 
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Lesson 20 



Christ, the Preacher of Righteousness 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which 
are sent unto thee, how often would 1 have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate. — Matthew 23:37, 38. 



The Bible records the history of many courageous 
preachers who openly attacked the sins of their times 
and warned of judgments to come. To the people who 
lived before the Flood, Noah was a "preacher of right- 
eousness" (2 Peter 2:5), warning of calamities to befall 
those who would not repent. Jonah preached to the 
pleasure-loving Ninevites of judgments to come within 
forty days. (Jonah 3:4.) Each preacher in his own 
generation was a voice divinely empowered with the 
startling message, "Prepare to meet thy God." Amos 4:12. 

Christ, the mightiest preacher of righteousness, came 
to His people preaching repentance for sin, but His 
warnings and calls of mercy were largely unheeded. 
Just as the world was unfriendly to Noah, so was it 
unfriendly to the Great Preacher. In fact, His own 
people witnessed against Him in a Roman court and 
obtained the death penalty against Him. 

Why was Jesus unpopular with the religious leaders 
of His day? Why did they reject Him and, like the 
citizens in the parable, say, "We will not have this man 
to reign over us"? Luke 19:14. There is no better 
answer to this question than in Christ's words to Nico- 
demus: 

This is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be reproved. — John 3:19,20. 

The great crowds who listened to our Lord's sermons 
were drawn to Him, but they stood in awe of the reli- 
gious leaders who opposed Him. In order to expose the 
hypocrisy of His enemies and make it easier for the 
honest in heart to come to a decision, Jesus publicly 
preached the daring sermon recorded in Matthew 23. 
(Be sure to read this chapter.) In this powerful mes- 
sage, He warned Israel's leaders of judgments to come 
if they did not repent. It was the only such sermon He 
ever preached. 

In this lesson there begins to unfold before us the 
final scenes in the dramatic struggle between Christ 
and those who opposed Him. 



gj HOW DID JESUS STRESS THE URGENCY 
OF WALKING IN THE LIGHT? 

(Read Luke 16:19-31.) 

Once more we take our place with the crowds that 
flock to hear Jesus. He is about to utter His most 
impressive parables. In the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus, the Saviour directs His appeal particularly 
to the religious leaders, and teaches at least three force- 
ful lessons: 
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1. The question of destiny must be decided in this 
life before Death knocks at the door. There is no oppor- 
tunity to decide life's greatest question after the Grim 
Reaper beckons. By our own choice we fix an impass- 
able gulf between ourselves and God unless, while we 
are living, we make the right decision regarding our 
eternal destiny. ( Ecclesiastes 9:10.) 

2. Those who are poor in this worlds goods, but rich 
in faith, will someday be exalted; while the rich, who 
in this life neglect God and their fellow men, will be 
lost forever. (James 1:9,10.) 

3. // men do not walk in the light they have today, 
they will ignore or reject light that comes to them 
tomorrow. (1 John 1:7.) 

Here Christ is relating a parable, not an historical 
event. The conversation between Abraham and the 
rich man did not actually take place. "Abraham's bosom" 
(Luke 16:22) is not large enough to shelter one man, 
let alone all the saints whom death has claimed. By a 
striking allegory Jesus is here warning the Jews that 
this life is the only time given to men in which to pre- 
pare for eternity. (Read the parable again and you will 
see the lesson clearly.) It is hopeless to look for a 
second probation after this life ends. (Ecclesiastes 
9:5, 6, 10.) 

As we listen to this parable, we see three principal 
characters: (1) the impenitent rich man; (2) Lazarus, 
the faithful beggar who sits begging at the rich man's 
gate; (3) Father Abraham. The rich man dies and is 
confined to hell, there to suffer in torment. The poor 
man dies and is taken to "Abraham's bosom," there to 
enjoy eternal rest and security. The rich man is repre- 
sented as begging Lazarus to ease his awful agony by 
dipping his finger in water and cooling his parched 
tongue, "for I am tormented in this place," he said. 
But Abraham announces that this is impossible. 

Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now 
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside 
all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: 
so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; 
neither can they pass to us, that would come from 
thence. — Luke 16:25,26. 

Then the rich man begs Abraham to send Lazarus to 
his five brothers who are still living, to entreat them to 
follow the path of righteousness, "lest they also come 
into this place of torment." To this Abraham gives 
another negative reply: 

They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 
And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he 
said unto him, // they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from 
the dead. — Verses 29-31. 

The time of Christ's sojourn with the Jews was the 
time for them to decide the question of their loyalty to 
Him. But they refused to accept Him as the Messiah 
or to follow Him. Thus by their own choice, the gulf 
was fixed between them and God. So it is with every 
man who closes his eyes to the light. 

0 WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
SAYING AND DOING? 

(Read Matthew 21:23-32.) 

Jesus was eager for the people to understand that 



words without deeds are meaningless. So He gave the 
parable of the father and the two sons. These young 
men were bidden to go labor in their father's vineyard. 
The first said, "I will not," but he later changed his 
mind and went. The second said, "I go, sir," but went 
not. 

By this parable Christ represented two classes of peo- 
ple who are always present in the church. The son who 
said, '1 will not," stands for those who live in open 
violation of God's law, but who under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit repent and surrender their hearts to the 
Lord. The one who said, "I go, sir," and went not, repre- 
sents those who are self-sufficient and impenitent, and 
who are sticklers for tradition and ceremony, refusing 
to repent, and who even now oppose Christ. The Saviour 
pointed out the danger of such when He said: 

Ye made the commandment of God of none effect by 
your tradition. ... In vain they do worship me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the commandments of men. — Mat- 
thew 15:6, 9. 

There is a sure proof of loyalty or disloyalty to God. 
(1 John 3:18.) It is obedience. "If ye love me," Jesus 
said, "keep my commandments." John 14:15. 

A visitor to a great factory asked the master mechanic 
how he got his job. He replied, "I began to work as a 
common laborer at a dollar and a half a day." 

"But how did you learn to master so many technical 
problems? How did you have the patience to stay by?" 

The simple reply was: "J reached my present position 
by doing what I was told. That is the secret." And it 
is the secret of success in attaining spiritual heights as 
well. Obedience is the proof and the test of true faith. 

gj WHAT HAPPENS TO THOSE WHO REJECT 
THE LIGHT? 

(Read Matthew 21:33-44.) 

After giving the parable of the two sons, Jesus told 
the parable of the vineyard. In the first, He taught the 
leaders of His day that obedience is essential to reli- 
gious faith. In the second, He revealed how abundantly 
God had blessed His chosen people, and explained that 
for this reason He had a right to expect them to bear 
fruit to His glory. He then drew back the veil from the 
future and showed the curses that would come upon 
those who despise the message of God's Son and turn 
their backs upon Him. (Read Deuteronomy 28.) 

Jesus explained that Israel was. the vineyard, hedged 
about and equipped with a winepress and a tower. 
(Isaiah 5:1-7.) The householder in the parable that 
He told let the vineyard out to husbandmen and then 
went away to a far country. At harvesttime he sent 
his servants to the husbandmen to receive the fruit of 
the vineyard, but they beat one, killed one, and stoned 
another. Other servants were sent, but they were treat- 
ed in the same manner. Then the householder sent his 
own son, thinking that they would reverence him. 

But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among 
themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and 
let us seize on his inheritance. And they caught him, 
and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. — Mat- 
thew 21:38, 39. 

At this point in the parable Jesus paused and asked: 

When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what 
will he do unto those husbandmen? They say unto him, 
He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will 
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let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 
shall render him the fruits in their seasons. — Verses 40, 
41. 

Then in answer, Jesus said: 

Did you never read in the scriptures, The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the 
corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes? Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof. — Verses 42, 43. 

In these words "the chief priests and Pharisees . . . 
perceived that he spake of them." Verse 45. They saw 
that they were represented by the husbandmen who 
had slain the prophets of God and were now planning 
the death of God's Son. This revelation of their inmost 
thoughts and intents confused and angered them. But 
they did not repent. Rather, they "sought to lay hands 
on him." Verse 46. 

Now, Jesus was "the stone which the builders re- 
jected," and He said that "the same is become the head 
of the corner." Verse 42. Israel might reject Christ, but 
they could not hinder the growth and final triumph of 
His kingdom. He said: 

The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
— Verse 43. 

If Israel would not accept the light, the Gentiles 
would. 

The story is told that on one occasion George Bjornson, 
the Norwegian poet, aroused the anger of the Norwegian 
parliament, so several members of that body made their 
way to his home, just outside old Christiania, and broke 
the windows. These irate men then marched away 
singing the national anthem, "Yes, we love this land of 
ours!" But, as the story goes, Bjornson felt great satis- 
faction, for he was the author of that song. "They 
smashed his windows," said one observer, "but they had 
to sing his song." 

So it is with Jesus. His own people spurned Him as 
the Messiah, but the time will come when many of 
them will turn to Him and, with the redeemed of all 
ages, sing the song of Christ and rejoice in His love. 

Q THE MAN WITHOUT A WEDDING 
GARMENT 

(Read Matthew 22:1-14.) 

Christ next pressed home to the hearts of the people 
the claims of His gospel. In the parable of the wedding 
garment He taught that personal religious experience 
and faith are necessary. He showed how God has made 
provision for all to avail themselves of heaven-born 
opportunity. 

Our Lord described a certain king who made a 
marriage for his son and sent out invitations. The serv- 
ants went out to call the guests to the wedding, but 
they would not come. They made light of the invitation 
and went their respective ways — one to his farm, another 
to his merchandise. Finally, the king's servants were 
taken and slain by those who had been invited to the 
wedding. The angry king then sent his armies to destroy 
those murderers and burn their city. He declared: 

The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were 
not worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, and as 
many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. — Mat- 
thew 22:8,9. ADVENTIST 
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So the servants went out and gathered in the rich 
and the poor, the good and the bad, "and the wedding 
was furnished with guests." Verse 10. 

In order to enter the banquet hall it was necessary 
for the guests to exchange the clothes they were wear- 
ing for a special wedding garment. When the king saw 
one man there dressed in street clothes, he said: 

Friend, how earnest thou in hither not having a wed- 
ding garment? And he was speechless. Then said the 
king to his servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take 
him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, 
but few are chosen. — Verses 12-14. 

By refusing to put on the garment provided for the 
feast, this self-righteous man insulted his sovereign. 
The feast had been prepared at great cost. The wed- 
ding garment had been provided for him at consider- 
able expense, but he stubbornly refused this necessary 
preparation. So he was cast "into outer darkness." 

In the Bible the church of Christ is represented as 
the Lambs wife "arrayed in fine linen, clean and white" 
(Revelation 19:7-9), "not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing." Ephesians 5:27. This clean, white garment 
is the righteousness of the saints which has been re- 
ceived by faith in Christ, His own unblemished char- 
acter that God has imparted to those who fully receive 
Jesus into their hearts. Isaiah said, "All our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy rags." Isaiah 64:6. "But now the 
righteousness of God, . . . which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe," is 
freely offered. (Romans 3:21, 22. ) 

This pure white robe of Christ's righteousness is our 
passport to heaven. Those who reach out by faith to 
obtain salvation through Christ will not be turned down, 
but will receive the wedding garment. Those who seek 
to enter, clad in the garments of self-righteousness, 
will be lost. This the nation of Israel attempted to do, 
and many today try to enter heaven in the same way. 

@ WHAT PROMISE OF FINAL REWARD DID 
CHRIST MAKE? 

(Read Mark 10:17-31.) 

The experience of the rich young ruler offers a 
classic illustration of Israel's leaders who turned away 
from the great Preacher of righteousness because the 
truths He announced placed so much emphasis upon 
faith and sacrifice. To them the heavenly treasure was 
counted less than their worldly possessions. 

This wealthy young man approached Christ with a 
sincere question: "Good Master, what good thing shall 
I do, that I may have eternal life?" Matthew 19:16. 
He was eager to know how to make sure of heaven. 
Jesus' reply was simply stated: "If thou wilt enter into 
life, keep the commandments." Verse 17. The Saviour 
explained that in order for him to be acceptable to God, 
he must bring his life into harmony with the law which 
reveals God's character. 

The young man probably thought that when Christ 
spoke of the commandments, He was referring to a 
ceremonial requirement; so he asked, "Which?" In re- 
ply, Jesus quoted from the Ten Commandments. He 
mentioned five of the commandments that deal with 
our relationship to our fellow men. These He summed 
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up in the command, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself." Verse 19. But He did not cite the command- 
ment against covetousness that struck at the young 
man's sin. (See Exodus 20:17.) The young ruler re- 
plied: "All these things have I kept from my youth up: 
what lack I yet?" To this Jesus said: "If thou wilt be 
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come and follow me." Matthew 19:20, 21. The record 
is that "when the young man heard that saying, he went 
away sorrowful: for he had great possessions." Verse 22. 

As he turned away, the Master said to His disciples: 
"How hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter 
into the kingdom of God!" Mark 10:24. (See also 
1 Timothy 5:8; Malachi 3:8-10.) The disciples were 
disillusioned at these words. Like the religious leaders, 
they believed that the rich were favorites of heaven, 
and they hoped that they themselves would be wealthy 
when the kingdom of Christ was set up. If the wealthy 
were not entitled to heaven, who were? Jesus replied: 

It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God. And they were astonished out of measure. 
—Mark 10:25,26. 

In amazement the disciples exclaimed: 

Who then can be saved? And Jesus looking upon them 
saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: 
for with God all things are possible. — Verses 26, 27. 

Rich men may enter heaven, but their wealth gives 
them no title to heaven. They, as well as the poor, 
enter the realms of glory only through the unmerited 
mercy of Christ. (1 Timothy 6:17-19.) But Jesus did 
not disappoint His disciples. He explained that if they 
were faithful and trusted in His redeeming grace, they 
would receive great honors in the future life. (Mat- 
thew 19:28.) Then He added significantly: 

There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or 
sister, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall receive 
an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, 
and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 
—Mark 10:29,30. 

0 THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS 

(Read Matthew 25:1-13.) 

In all His messages to Israel, Jesus presented the 
truth unflinchingly. Clearly He established the relation- 
ship between moral disaster and the judgment of God. 
The dramatic story of the ten virgins was not given for 
the benefit of the Jews only, for it has a special message 
for Christians today. 

One day near the close of His ministry, while Christ 
was seated with His disciples upon the Mount of Olives, 
He related this parable. It is altogether possible that a 
passing bridal procession suggested this thrilling story. 

Near the bride's house were ten young women, each 
carrying a lighted lamp and a small flagon for oil. All 



were anxiously waiting and watching for the appear- 
ance of the bridegroom, but among them were two 
classes of watchers — the wise and the foolish. 

There was a long delay. Finally at midnight, when 
all were sleeping, the loud cry was heard: "Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him." The five 
wise virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. Fortunately 
they had with them an extra supply of oil. They joined 
the bridal party and marched along to the wedding with 
their lamps burning. But the foolish virgins had no 
extra oil and their lamps went out. They pled with the 
wise virgins to share their oil with them, but they dared 
not lest they have not enough for themselves. "Go ye 
rather to them that sell," they said, "and buy for your- 
selves." 

So, while the foolish virgins were out trying to find 
oil for their lamps, the five wise virgins joined the 
bridal party and moved on to the . home of the bride- 
groom. Later the foolish virgins arrived and sought 
entrance, but it was too late. The door was shut, and 
they were left out in the cold, dark night. 

This parable describes the experience of the people 
of God who are watching and waiting for their Lord's 
return. The lamps in the hands of the virgins represent 
the Word of God, and the oil stands for the Holy Spirit. 
Those represented by the five wise virgins have the 
Word of God in their hearts. Most important, they have 
the oil of the Holy Spirit to make their lives a light 
for God. They are ready when Christ, the Bridegroom, 
appears to take His church to the marriage supper in 
heaven. (Revelation 19:6-9.) But, as the foolish virgins 
were refused entrance to the feast because their lights 
had gone out, so those who have only a form of religion 
without the power will never enter heaven. Christ 
and His Spirit have left them, and they walk in darkness. 

The bridegroom came at midnight, the darkest hour. 
So the coming of our Saviour will take place at the 
darkest hour in human history. That time is near, and 
to those who are wise and watch for their Lord, it will 
be a day of great rejoicing. 

In the days of our Lord, many acted foolishly and let 
their lights go out. Christ came as a preacher of right- 
eousness to light their lamps again, but they spurned the 
light from heaven. So they were lost in the darkest 
midnight, for they had neglected their opportunity. Let 
us learn a lesson from their experience and watch for 
the Bridegroom with our lamps trimmed and burning, 
waiting for our Lords return. 

"We know not the hour when He cometh, 

At even, or midnight, or morn; 
It may be at deepening twilight, 

It may be at earliest dawn. 
He bids us to watch and be ready, 

Nor suffer our lights to grow dim; 
That when He shall come, He may find us 

All waiting and watching for Him." 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
Christ, the Preacher of Righteousness 

Test Questions — Lesson 20 Registration No. 

Underline the correct answer in each statement below: 

1. Jesus illustrated His love for His people by a (dove — hen — 
raven) . 

2. Three famous preachers are ( Adam — Joshua — Noah — Jonah 

— Saul — Jesus). 

3. Jesus was unpopular with the religious leaders because (He 
was not a fluent speaker — He was not attractive in appearance 

— their own deeds were evil). 

Qj Underline the true statements: 

1. The stoiy of the rich man and Lazarus is a parable. 

2. When this life ends, our opportunity if or repentance is gone. 

3. Those who refuse to walk in the light they already have, will 
ignore or reject further light. 

Supply the missing words in the text below: 

"If ye me, my commandments. " 

g] Answer "Yes" or "No": 

1. Did the Lord have a right to expect Israel to bear fruit to His 
glory ? 

2. Will Israel's failure to bear fruit prevent the ultimate triumph 
of God's kingdom? __ 

Qj Complete the following texts: 

" are called, but are chosen." 

"All are as filthy rags." 

pj j Check (/) the true statements below: 

1. The rich young ruler was covetous 

2. Earthly riches entitle one to a home in heaven. 

3. Sacrifice for the sake of the gospel will bring blessings both in 
this life and in the future eternal life 

4. All things are possible with God. 

Qj In the parable of the ten virgins, what is used to represent each of 
the following? 

1. Christ 

2. The people of God 

3. The Word of God 

4. The Holy Spirit 
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5. Those who will be ready for Jesus when He comes. 

6. Those who will not be ready for His coming 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



I These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. ! 

i If in ctoubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by ! 

I section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- « 

i ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well « 

I to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless • 

1 you as you write. We are praying for YOU. i 

I . ■ „ _J 

My Present Address Is : 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) - 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street . — - - 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City State - Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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In the Shadow of the Cross 

And the scribes and chief priests . . . sought how they might destroy him: for they 
feared him, because all the people was astonished at his doctrine. — Mark 11:18. 



For more than a thousand years the Jews had looked 
forward to the coming of the Messiah. Their bright- 
est hopes were centered in the appearance on earth of 
God's only Son. "In songs and prophecy, in temple rite 
and household prayer, they had enshrined His name." 
Yet when He came, they did not want Him. They 
were offended because His life and teachings exposed 
their sins and threatened to abolish their system of rites 
and ceremonies. The rejection of Jesus by the leaders 
of Israel was the most tragic blunder of their long his- 
tory as a nation. 

God Himself had chosen the Jewish people .to pre- 
serve among men the knowledge of His law and of the 
symbols and prophecies that pointed to the Saviour. 
When God called Abraham, He said to him: "I will 
bless thee, . . . and thou shalt be a blessing: . . . and 
in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed!' Genesis 
12:2,3. But when Christ, the Seed of Abraham and the 
Light of the world, appeared among them in person, 
they chose to walk in darkness. 

The officials of Israel were united in their opposition 
to Christ and His work, from the time that He first 
cleansed the temple of the moneychangers and priests 
until His final trial before Annas, Caiaphas, Herod, and 
Pilate. In this lesson we shall see how this opposition 
grew over the period of Christ's public ministry. 

As we search the pages of the New Testament, we 
shall see how Christ pleaded with His chosen people 
to accept the light from heaven. The merciful Saviour 
left no stone unturned to discover ways and means by 
which He might persuade them to receive Him as their 
Lord. 

Q FOR WHOM DID CHRIST LABOR? 

Christ worked almost exclusively for the Jewish peo- 
ple, and when He sent the disciples forth early in their 
ministry, He instructed them to work entirely for "the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel." 

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, 
saying, Go not into the tvay of the Gentiles, and into 
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather 



to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, 
preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
— Matthew 10:5-7. 

The disciples did not minister to the non- Jewish world 
for some time. Later their labors were for the Gentiles 
as well as the Jews. 

After His resurrection, Christ instructed His disciples 
to continue their labors for Israel and then to reach out 
to the very ends of the earth. Here are His words: 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
ami unto the uttermost part of the earth. — Acts 1 :8. 

At the Feast of Pentecost three thousand were con- 
verted in one day. (Acts 2:41.) Later a company of 
five thousand believed (Acts 4:4), many priests joined 
the disciples (Acts 6:7), and thousands of Jews accepted 
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Jesus as the Messiah. Awakened by the events of 
Christ's death and resurrection, a multitude of Hebrews 
saw in Him the fulfillment of all the Messianic proph- 
ecies. This gathering of Jews, however, did not take 
place until after the death, burial, resurrection, and 
ascension of our Lord. 

Even then the nation, as such, officially repudiated 
fesus. The Beloved of heaven was to them "as a root 
out of a dry ground." He had "no form nor comeliness/' 
and they saw in Him no beauty that they should desire 
him. (Isaiah 53:2.) "He came unto' his own, and his 
own received him not." John 1:11. 

gj WHAT STEPS WERE TAKEN IN THE 
REJECTION OF CHRIST? 

We shall retrace now the events in Israels rejection 
of Christ, and as we do so, notice carefully that the 
repudiation of Jesus by an entire nation followed a 
gradual process, even as it does in the individual life. 
We are drawing closer to the Saviour day by day, or we 
are wandering further and further from Him. Through- 
out the life of Jesus there were many evidences of His 
Messiahship, yet these were ignored by His own people. 
We list here some of the steps in His rejection by the 
Jewish nation: 

1. The ignoring of the providences and unusual occur- 
rences surrounding His birth: (a) the visit of the angels 
to the shepherds, (b) the appearance of the star in the 
east, (c) the visit of the Magi to Jerusalem, (d) Anna's 
remarkable prophecy in the temple, (e) Simeon's fore- 
cast of the Saviour's work. All these were signs that 
should have awakened Israel, but the nation took no 
notice of these evidences of the appearance of the 
Son of God in their midst. 

2. The disregard of the supernatural at Jesus' bap- 
tism — -the voice of the Father speaking from heaven, 
and the descent of the Holy Spirit in the form of a 
dove. There was also the public announcement by John 
that Jesus was "the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world." John 1:29. These were signs in 
abundance. But what response was heard in official 
Jerusalem? None. 

3. The discrediting of the miracles of Christ, which 
began at Cana in Galilee when the water was turned 
to wine. Here was abundant testimony to the Messiah- 
ship of Jesus, but His miracles were explained away on 
the basis of Satanic influences. They accused Jesus of 
casting out devils by Beelzebub. (Mark 3:22-30.) 

"It was enmity to the person and teaching of Jesus 
which led to the denial of His claims. . . . They regarded 
Jesus, as not only temporarily, but permanently, possessed 
by a demon, that is, as the constant vehicle of Satanic 
influence. And this demon was, according to them, none 
other than Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. Thus, 
in their view, it was really Satan who acted in and 
through Him; and Jesus, instead of being recognized as 
the Son of God, was regarded as an incarnation of Satan; 
instead of being owned as the Messiah, was denounced 
and treated as the representative of the kingdom of 
darkness. All this, because the kingdom which He came 
to open, and which He preached, was precisely the 



opposite of what they regarded as the kingdom of God." 
— Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah, vol. 1, p. 575. 

Christ warned the Jewish leaders that this sin of 
crediting the work of God to the influence of Satan 
would lead them to commit the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, and this they ultimately did. However, many 
individual Jews at that time believed in Christ and re- 
ceived Him as their Lord and Saviour, and there are 
those today who are doing the same. How many there 
are in our own day Who quiet their conscience by first 
'doubting the origin of divine influences and then blam- 
ing the devil for their uneasiness of soul. 

4. The malice and hatred of the priests and rabbis. 
This was first met when Jesus drove" the moneychangers 
from the temple. 

5. The open hostility of the elders caused by Christ's 
disregard of Jewish tradition, such as performing miracles 
of healing on the Sabbath day, thus violating rabbinical 
(but not divine) regulations for the observance of the 
Sabbath. 

6. Violent opposition of His own neighbors and asso- 
ciates at Nazareth. 

7. Definite plans to destroy Him. At Capernaum 
Christ came to grips with spies who had been appointed 
by the elders of Israel to find a cause for accusing Him. 
The opportunity came soon enough. There upon the 
Sabbath, as He entered the synagogue, He saw a man 
with a withered hand. Notice what happened. 

And he entered again into the synagogue; and there 
was a man there which had a withered hand. And they 
watched him, whether he would heal him on the sab- 
bath day; that they might accuse him. And he saith 
unto the man which had the withered hand, Stand 
forth. And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good 
on the sabbaih days, or to do evil? to save life, or to 
kill? But they held their peace. And when he had 
looked round about on them with anger, being grieved 
for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, 
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it cut : 
and his hand was restored whole as the other. And 
the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel 
with the Herodiaus against him, how they might destrov 
him. — Mark 3:1-6. (See also Matthew 12:10-12.) 

These misguided men, although they , would pull an 
animal out of the ditch on the Sabbath day, accounted 
Christ a sinner for healing the man with the withered 
hand on that day. This is the way all false religions 
or the perversion of true religion works. The proud 
heart of man exalts himself or his theories of religion 
above God and the legitimate needs of humanity. 

Notice carefully now and see how Christ sought to 
recover the law of God from the Jewish tradition under 
which it had become obscured. 

g CHRIST REBUKES THE TRADITIONS OF 
THE ELDERS 

The spies who were sent to Capernaum to fix on the 
Saviour the charge of Sabbathbreaking had been left 
frustrated and confused. But the rabbis who had sent 
them did not give up so easily. Later, another deputa- 
tion was sent to watch Christ's movements to find an 
accusation against Him. This time the spies complained 
that His disciples had violated the traditional precepts 
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of the rabbis by not washing their hands before eating. 
This was such a vital requirement of Pharisaic duty that 
a rabbi would rather suffer death than eat with unwashed 
hands. These traditions were intended, so they said, 
to protect and guard the observance of the law. But 
actually the Jews regarded their manmade observances 
as more sacred than the Ten Commandments themselves. 
If a choice had to be made between tradition and the 
law, they preferred tradition. 

Christ and His disciples were acquainted with these 
rabbinical requirements, but they ignored them. The 
Jewish spies observed this and accused the disciples 
in Christ's presence of breaking the laws of Israel. They 
said: 

Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the 
elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat 
bread. — Matthew 15:2. 

Jesus paid ho attention to the accusation but came 
immediately to the heart of the whole issue and said: 

Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye 
may keep your own tradition. — Mark 7:9. 

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 
This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, 
and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is 
far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of men. — Matthew 
15:7-9. 

At this the deputies from Jerusalem were filled with 
rage. How could they find a cause for accusing Christ 
when He defended the law? Besides, His emphasis 
of great principles made petty their own defense of 
Pharisaical nothings. Jesus taught that real defilement 
of the soul comes not from without but from within. 
The evil deed, the evil word, the evil thought — these 
constitute the transgression of God's law — not the neglect 
of ceremonial washings. (Matthew 15:1-20.) 

The disciples observed closely the conversation be- 
tween Jesus and the spies. "Knowest thou/' they said, 
"that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard 
this saying?" Matthew 15:12. Jesus answered: "Every 
plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, 
shall be rooted up/' Verse 13. In these , words He pro- 
nounced a woe upon any manmade religious ordinance 
which had no clear basis in the Word and law of God. 

g| WHAT TROUBLE AROSE AT THE FEAST 
OF TABERNACLES? 



At the feast of Tabernacles (John 7:2) which Christ 
attended about six months before His crucifixion, the 
spies once again confronted Him. How His patience 
must have been tried by the continual scheming and 
plotting of His enemies who devised every method to 
silence and embarrass Him! But He was ever the long- 
suffering Son of God. 

They now complained about His claim to authority. 
Who gave this man the right to teach the people? He 
was unlearned and untutored, so they said. (John 7:15.) 
Jesus replied: 

My doctrine is not mine, hut his that sent me. If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 
—John 7:16, 17. 

Chris* made it plain that the truth He taught came 
from God, while much of the teachings of the rabbis 
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was human speculation. Thoughtful observers noted the 
contrast and accepted Christ as the Teacher sent from 
God. (John 3:2.) Jesus said that a true teacher may be 
distinguished from a deceiver in the following way: 

He that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: 
but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same 
is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. — -John 7:18. 

Christ was seeking the glory of God. He spoke God's 
words. This should have been evidence of His authority 
as a teacher of truth. His doctrine itself bore the stamp 
of inspiration. 

Jesus knew that ever since He had healed the cripple 
at Bethesda on the Sabbath day, His enemies had been 
plotting His death. Now He gave them evidence of His 
divinity by reading their hearts. 

Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you 
keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill me? — John 
7:19. 

Terrified by this revelation of their inward feelings, 
these men feigned indignation, and said: "Thou hast a 
devil: who goeth about to kill thee?" Verse 20. 

. The wisdom and power of Christ was too much for 
the rabbis. How could they answer His questions or 
disprove His doctrine? Deeply impressed, many of 
His listeners were inclined to accept Him as the Mes- 
siah. Some of them said: 

Is not this he, whom they seek to kill? But, lo, he 
speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do 
the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? 
— John 7:25, 26. 

The rabbis could see that the crowds were attracted 
to Jesus. Their efforts to discredit Him were defeated, 
so they hurried away to the chief priests and revealed 
what had happened. Christ knew that this would only 
hasten the effort to take His life, and He said to the 
crowd assembled before Him: 
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'The common people heard him gladly." Mark 12:37. 



Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto 
him that sent me. Ye shall seek me, and shall not 
find me: and where 1 am, thither ye cannot come. 
—John 7:33,34. 

By these words Christ pointed forward to His ascen- 
sion after His death and resurrection. The time was 
coming soon when He would return to His Father in 
heaven. There He would be beyond the reach of these 
would-be murderers. The rabbis said: 

Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will 
he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and 
teach the Gentiles? — John 7:35. 

These scoffers did not know how soon their words 
would be literally fulfilled. The gospel of Jesus Christ 
did go to the Gentiles, and from among those neglected 
people, to whom the Jews should have taken the knowl- 
edge of God, a people was raised up to take their place 
as God's children. 

And now what is this? A small group of officers, 
delegated by the priests and rulers to arrest Jesus, press 
into the throng. At first they listen to Him with a crit- 
ical ear, hoping to catch something that might be twist- 
ed into an accusation; but His magic words reach their 
hearts, and they are entranced. Christ is revealed to- 
them as the Saviour. They see what the priests and 
rulers refuse to see — a human being flooded with the 
glory of divinity, the light of heaven shining in the awful 
darkness. (See John 7:37-44.) 

Returning to the rulers empty-handed, they are faced 
with the angry question: "Why have ye not brought 
him?" John 7:45. To this they solemnly reply, "Never 
man spake like this man." Verse 46. 

On this occasion Nicodemus, who was a secret be- 
liever in Jesus (John 3:1-21), broke up the councils 
attempt to bring the Saviour to judgment. He asked, 
"Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and 
know what he doeth?" John 7:51. To this they replied: 

Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of 
Galilee ariseth no prophet. — Verse 52. 

This providential interference halted the proceedings 
of the priests. They could not at that time go any fur- 
ther in their plan to destroy Jesus. So they went to 
their homes, while Jesus left the temple and made His 
way slowly to the Mount of Olives. 

gj WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES LED TO THE 
CONDEMNATION OF JESUS? 

(Read John 11:47-57.) 

As the last months of Christ's ministry passed, the 
strong feelings against Him culminated in His actual 



arrest and crucifixion. The resurrection of Lazarus 
brought the issue squarely before the priests. (John 
11:1-46.) Bethany, the scene of this great miracle, was 
only a few miles from Jerusalem, and the news of the 
raising of Lazarus from the dead had spread quickly 
to the large city. No one could deny that the miracle 
had actually taken place, for it was well known that 
Lazarus' body had been in the tomb four days. 

Immediately the priests, rulers, and elders gathered 
together for consultation. What would they do with 
this Christ? It seemed that all the world was going 
after Him. They had to face the question which every 
man must someday settle — What shall we do with Jesus, 
who is called the Christ? (Matthew 27:22.) It was 
either crucify Him or enshrine Him in their hearts as 
Lord. 

The Pharisees were in favor of Christ's destruction, 
but there were some men in the council who secretly 
believed in Him and doubtless spoke in His favor. 
As the discussion continued, there was great confusion. 
Deeply puzzled, they asked, "What shall we do?" (John 
11:47. ) At the height of the perplexity, Caiaphas, the 
high priest — a proud, cruel man, overbearing and in- 
tolerant — arose and maliciously declared: 

Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is expe- 
dient for us, that one man should die for the people, 
and that the whole nation perish not. — John 11:49,50. 

Even if Christ were innocent, Caiaphas suggested, 
He must be put out of the way. We can imagine 
his saying: "The authority of the priests and rulers is 
undermined through the influence of this man. Wouldn't 
it be better for Him to die than for our authority to be 
despised by the people? After all, He is only one man, 
and He is very troublesome. Think of what would 
happen to our nation if the people went after Him — our 
whole system of religion would perish!" 

The arguments of Caiaphas won over the Sanhedrin, 
and the council received his words as if God Himself 
had spoken. 

From that day forth they took counsel ... to put him 
to death. — John 11:53. 

They determined to bide their time and to watch 
for the opportunity to destroy God's Son. They would 
not have long to wait. Within a few weeks Jesus was 
taken away and executed. But of this and His unfair 
trial, we shall read in the next two lessons — perhaps the 
most stirring of the series. 

So now we must leave Jesus in the shadow of the 
cross, there to contemplate the scenes of trial so soon 
to befall Him. 



Here Are Some of the Events Discussed in Lesson 22: 

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 
INSTITUTION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 
CHRIST IN GETHSEMANE 
JESUS' BETRAYAL AND TRIAL 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

In the Shadow of the Cross 
Test Questions — Lesson 21 
Underline YES or NO below: 

God had chosen the Jewish nation 

(a) to preserve a knowledge of His law among men. YES NO 

(b) to keep alive the promises of a Saviour to men. YES NO 

Q Underline the correct completions: 

1. While Christ was here upon earth, He and His disciples worked 

almost exclusively for (the Gentiles — the Samaritans the 

Jews). 

2. Thousands of Jews accepted Christ as their Saviour (during 
His ministry — at the crucifixion — after His resurrection). 

g| Write "True" or "False" in the blank after each statement below: 

1. The rejection of Christ by the Jews was sudden. 

2. The evidences at Christ's birth and baptism, pointing to His 
Messiahship, went unnoticed by His own people 

3. The miracles wrought by Jesus were said to be done under 
the influence of Satan 

4. The priests and rabbis thought Jesus did right in driving the 
moneychangers from the temple 

5. The elders were openly hostile to Jesus for His healing on the 
Sabbath. 

Fill the blanks in the following texts: 

1. "Full well ye reject the of God, that 

ye may keep " 

2. "This people draweth nigh unto me with their , 

and honoureth me with their ; but their 

is far from me," 

Qj Check (/) the true statements below: 

Christ's teachings angered His enemies because 

(a) they came from the learning of books. 

(b) they came from God 

(c) the Pharisees could not answer His soul-searching ques- 
tions 

(d) they found errors in His teachings 

(e) Christ spoke as no one else could 

(Over) ADVENTfST 2 1 
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Fill in the blanks below: 

1. The crowning miracle of Jesus that brought the fear and hatred 
of the Pharisees to a head was the . of 



2. The decision of the Sanhedrin was to put Christ 



BE SURE TO FILL Jtf YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 

City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
* 7 N T *o-*6880 _ 5 -66 The Light of the World — Test 21 
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Lesson 22 



The Trial and Condemnation of Jesus 

Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth 
to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. Then came Jesus forth, 
wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, 
Behold the man! — John 19:4, 5. 



In this lesson we shall follow Jesus through the 
final scenes of His earthly life — from the hour of 
fateful decision when the Sanhedrin "took counsel to- 
gether ... to put him to death" (John 11:53), to that 
dramatic moment when the procurator, Pontius Pilate, 
sought to deliver Him from the envious priests who 
bitterly complained that He was an enemy of the state 
and the church and should be crucified. 

Never in the life of any man did so much of impor- 
tance to the whole world occur as in the moving events 
that befell Christ in the last few weeks of His life on 
earth. As you read this Scripture account, dear stu- 
dent, pray that the relationship between these expe- 
riences of our Lord and your own spiritual life will be 
clearly understood. 

Q WHERE DID CHRIST GO AFTER THE 
RAISING OF LAZARUS? 

Jesus withdrew from Bethany, where He had raised 
Lazarus from the dead, and "went . . . unto a country 
near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and 
there continued with his disciples." John 11:54. 

The Sanhedrin, following the lead of the willful 
Caiaphas, had already decided that Jesus must die. 
The Saviour knew this and so avoided the priests for 
the time being and quietly disappeared from the scene, 
but He did not stop His work. At Jericho we see the 
Master speaking words of hope to an honest-hearted 
publican by the name of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10), 
and restoring sight to two blind men (Matthew 20:29- 
34). And standing as it were in the very shadow 
of the cross, He graciously deals with the selfish am- 
bitions of His own disciples. (Matthew 20:20-28.) But 
the Saviours thoughts are centered on the final crisis 
so soon to come. With prayer and boldness He plans 
to face the leaders of the nation that He had come 
to save. 

As the Passover feast drew near, Jesus and His dis- 
ciples made their way for the last time to Jerusalem. 
He knew that there He would be lifted up on the 



cross as a criminal, but the knowledge of the dreadful 
suffering that awaited Him did not in the least break 
His purpose or His spirit. Turning His face bravely 
into the gathering storm, He went to Jerusalem. To 
prepare His disciples for the ordeal that awaited Him 
there, He said: 

Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man 
shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the 
scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and 
they shall deliver him to the Gentiles: and they shall 
mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon 
him, and shall kill him : and the third day he shall 
rise again. — Mark 10:33,34. 
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Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
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gg CHRIST'S FINAL ENTRY INTO 

JERUSALEM 

Six days before the last Passover of Christ's life, He 
was entertained in the home of Simon, the leper. Laz- 
arus, whom He had raised from the dead, was with 
Him (John 12:1,2), and Martha served at the feast. 
Mary, apparently uninvited, came also, bringing a 
token of gratitude to her Master — an alabaster box full 
of costly ointment of spikenard which she poured over 
His head and feet. Knowing that soon He would die, 
Jesus remarked: 

In that she hath poured this ointment on my body, 
she did it for my burial. — Matthew 26:12. 

Already the shadows of the cross fell upon the Sav- 
iours head, but here was a disciple who loved Him 
enough to pay her tribute to Him while He was still 
alive. 

After Simon's feast at Bethany, Jesus and the dis- 
ciples continued their journey to Jerusalem. They came 
to a place called Bethphage at the Mount of Olives, 
into which He sent two of His disciples. There, He 
said, they would "find an ass tied, and a colt with 
her: loose them, and bring them unto me." Matthew 
21:2. 

When the colt was brought, garments were placed 
on his back and Jesus "sat upon him." Mark 11:7. 
Then, with the disciples leading on and following 
behind, the miniature procession started off for Jeru- 
salem. Thinking that Christ was now about to pro- 
claim Himself King of Israel, hundreds of people joined 
the triumphal procession. Had the time come at last 
for the Son of David to take the throne? Five hundred 
years before the birth of Christ, the prophet Zechariah 
had foretold the coming of the King of Israel: 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is 
just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. — Zechariah 9:9. 

The shouts and cheers of the multitude filled the 
air. Shedding their outer garments and cutting branches 
from the trees, they spread the earth with a carpet, 
and cried: 

Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord: blessed be the kingdom of our father 
David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna 
in the highest. — Mark 11:9,10. 

Christ had a perfect right to be hailed as the Son 
of David, but the time for His coronation had not yet 
come. Before the crown must come the cross. He per- 
mitted this public demonstration in order to call the 
attention of Israel to what was so soon to occur on 
Calvary. The shouts of praise that ascended to heaven 
at this triumphal entry into Jerusalem were symbolic 
of the glorious hosannas and hallelujahs that will break 
forth from the lips of Gods people when Christ comes 
the second time to take them from this earth to the 
New Jerusalem in heaven. There the real coronation 
of Christ as King will take place. (Isaiah 26:2; Revela- 
tion 21:27; Philippians 2:9-11.) 



gj "IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME" 

The night following the triumphal entry, Christ spent 
in Bethany. (Matthew 21:17.) The next morning He 
returned to Jerusalem, where He gave some of His 
last parables and preached His last sermon. Here 
also near the city He pronounced a curse upon the 
pretentious fig tree, and thus by an enacted parable 
showed how the nation which was about to destroy 
Him would itself suffer divine wrath. (Mark 11:12-20.) 
All of this took place early in the passion week. So 
also did the second cleansing of the temple. 

On the evening before His crucifixion, Christ insti- 
tuted the Lord's supper as an ordinance of the Chris- 
tian church. Gathering His disciples together in the 
upper room, He ate the Passover supper with them. 
(Matthew 26:17-19.) 

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed 
it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, 
Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all 
of it; for this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But 
I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this 
fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father's kingdom. — Matthew 26:26-29. 
(See also 1 Corinthians 11:23-30.) 

We are solemnized by the scene, but what is the 
significance of this service? One writer says: 

"Christ was standing at the point of transition between 
two economies and their two great festivals. He, the 
spotless Lamb of God, was about to present Himself 
as a sin offering, and He would thus bring to an end 
the system of types and ceremonies that for four thou- 
sand years had pointed to His death. As He ate the 
Passover with His disciples, He instituted in its place 
the service that was to be the memorial of His great 
sacrifice. The national festival of the Jews was to pass 
away forever. The service which Christ established 
was to be observed by His followers in all lands and 
through all ages." — The Desire of Ages, p. 652. 

The ordinance of feet- washing (John 13:1-17) insti- 
tuted by Christ in connection with the Lord's supper 
had removed from the disciples the spirit of contention 
and rivalry, for "there was also a strife among them, 
which of them should be accounted the greatest." 
Luke 22:24. Now they were in a frame of mind to 
appreciate more fully the message of redemption. These 
services were to be celebrated by Christians to humble 
their hearts and to keep the reality of salvation fresh 
in their minds. They were to remind them also that 
Christ would come again. Here are His words: 

I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this 
fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father's kingdom. — Matthew 26:29. 

And the apostle Paul said: 

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. — 1 Cor- 
inthians 11:26. 

In the second coming of Christ, the ultimate hope 
of the Christian church will be realized. Then the 
full salvation made possible by the spilled blood and 
broken body of our crucified Lord will meet its final, 
glorious consummation, and Christ "shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied." Isaiah 53:11. 
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DID CHRIST 



Before offering Himself as the sacrificial victim, Christ 
promised to send the disciples a Comforter. 

And / will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 
even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot re- 
ceive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: 
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall 
be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will 
come to you. — John 14:16-18. 

This promise was fufilled fifty days after Christ's 
resurrection. (See Leviticus 23:15,16; Acts 2.) The 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost brought life 
and power to the lonely disciples. Christ had been 
their comforter while He was with them. Now another 
divine Comforter was to take His place. 

The Holy Spirit was sent to be Christ's representative 
in the world and the unseen leader of the church. 
Only a divine being could adequately represent Jesus 
and lead the church to final victory. No man could do 
this — not even Peter with all his talents of leadership. 

With the words, "Arise, let us go hence" (John 14:31), 
Christ and His disciples left the upper room and the 
city of Jerusalem and made their way over the brook 
Kidron to the Mount of Olives. He now explained to the 
apostles the secret of power in their ministry. 

I am the true vine [He said], and my Father is the 
husbandman. . . . Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide 
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
/ am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. — John 15:1, 4, 5. 

The Holy Spirit, the Comforter whom Christ had 
promised, could live in the hearts of these men only 
by their own choice, only if they would cling to Christ 
as the branch does to the vine. This would be the 
secret of their power. And this, Jesus explained, must 
be a continuing experience. The Christian life is no 
casual touch, no off-and-on connection. It is a living, 
abiding, and continuing communion of the soul with 
the Life-giver. And the Spirit is the living Presence 
who makes spiritual life and communion possible. John 
said that Christ abides in us "by the Spirit which he 
hath given us." 1 John 3:24. Jesus had said: 

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another. — John 13:34. 

Now Christ makes plain to His disciples that if they 
are endued with His Spirit they will love as He loves. 
This love was for them a "new" experience, for they 
had been jealous and critical of one another. Love is the 
true evidence of discipleship. (John 13:35.) 

After Christ had ended His instruction, He lifted up 
His eyes to heaven and prayed: 

Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son 
also may glorify thee: as thou hast given him power 
over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that 
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus ( 
Christ whom thou hast sent. — John 17:1-3. 

Jesus was now to be glorified in His self-sacrifice of 
the cross, and He wanted the Father to be glorified 
in His Son. The union of Christ with His Father is an 
illustration of the unity He wanted to enjoy with His 



disciples. If you would know the secret of a life of 
power, pray and live the prayer of John 17. 



CHRIST'S PRAYER IN GETHSEMANE 



E 

Christ's heartbreaking cry to God in the Garden of 
Gethsemane brings us face to face with the reality of 
our Lords sacrifice. There He began to shed His 
precious blood for us, and He prayed that He might 
have strength to tread the winepress alone. (Isaiah 63:3. ) 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 
Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, 
while I go and pray yonder. And he took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 
sorrowful and very heavy. — Matthew 26:36,37. 

The sins of the world began to press upon God's 
Son. "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death" 
He declared. (Verse 38.) His was the deepest mental 
and spiritual sorrow ever endured by man. 

"A grief beyond utterance, a struggle beyond endur- 
ance, a horror of great darkness, a giddiness and 
stupefacation of soul overmastered Him, as with the 
sinking swoon of an anticipated death. It was a tumult 
of emotion which none must see. 'My soul/ He said, 
'is full of anguish, even unto death. Stay here and 
keep watch/ Reluctantly He tore Himself away from 
their sustaining tenderness and devotion, and retired 
yet farther, perhaps out of the moonlight, into the 
shadow." — F. W. Farrar, The Life of Christ, p. 445. 

Already Jesus was beginning to "taste death for 
every man." Hebrews 2:9. Bidding Peter, James, and 
John, "Tarry ye here, and watch with me," He "went 
a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed/* 
Matthew 26:38,39. The thought that the sins of the 
world were separating Him from His Father after a 
lifetime of unbroken communion seemed more than He 
could endure. So the Son of God prayed: 

O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: 
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. — Verse 39. 

Thinking that He might have the assurance of human 
sympathy and comfort in His agony, He staggered back 
to the disciples. Perhaps— yes, perhaps — they might be 
praying for Him. But lo, He found them asleep! He 
said to Peter: 

What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.— Verses 40, 41. 

Then "He went away again the second < time, and 
prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass 
away from me, except I drink it, thy will -be done." 
Verse 42. 

Again "He came and found them asleep . . for 
their eyes were heavy. And he left them, and went 
away again, and prayed the third time, saying the 
same words." Verses 43,44. In that final moment of 
surrender, He firmly decided to go ahead with the 
ordeal of death. There could be no other way except 
the cross. And in that moment of triumphant decision, 
hope for you, hope for the world, and redemption for 
every sinner who believes in Christ was assured! 

Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is 
at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. — Verse 45. 
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When the disciples saw Him, His face was lighted 
up with glory, for "an angel" had appeared "unto him 
from heaven strengthening him." Luke 22:43. But the 
marks of anguish were there on His face. Luke said: 

Being in an agony . . . his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. — Verse 44. 

{gj THE BETRAYAL AND TRIAL 

All the disciples now joined the Saviour and stood 
in awe at the glory of His blood-stained face. Jesus 
urged them to watch and pray lest they enter into 
temptation. How He longed to shield them from the 
disappointment that was so soon to come to them! But 
now, what is this? 

While he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, 
and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, 
from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now 
he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomso- 
ever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. And 
forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and 
kissed him. And Jesus said unto him, Friend, where- 
fore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands 
on Jesus, and took him. — Matthew 26:47-50. 

This was a most trying experience for our Lord to 
pass through, an ordeal of intense suffering. 

"Certainly if our Lord was to be brought into contact 
with the most painful form of sin, He must have 
experience of treachery. He had known the sorrow 
that death brings to the survivors; He had known the 
pain and disappointment of being resisted by stupid, 
obstinate, bad-hearted men; but if He was to know the 
utmost of misery which man can inflict upon man, He 
must be brought into contact with one who could 
accept His love, eat His bread, press His hand with 
assurance of fidelity, and then sell Him." — Expositors 
Bible, vol. 2, p. 95. 

Peter was infuriated by this assault on his Lord. 
Drawing his sword, he struck off the ear of Malchus, 
the high priests servant. But Jesus restored the severed 
member and then said to Peter: 

Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they 
that take the sword shall perish with the sword. — Mat- 
thew 26:52. 

What a commentary on the vainglory and ultimate 
futility of material force and arms! Only the kingdom 
of God will triumph. Jesus did not need Peters sword. 
He said: "Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to 
my Father, and he shall presently give me more than 
twelve legions of angels?" Matthew 26:53. But He 
added: "But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, 
that thus it must be?" Verse 54. 

The angry mob instigated by the priests and officers 
led Jesus away first to Annas, high priest emeritus 
and father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest. Then 



He was taken bound to Caiaphas (John 18:24), where 
the scribes and elders had assembled for the trial, 
(Matthew 26:57.) There Jesus was condemned as a 
blasphemer and judged worthy of death because He 
claimed to be the Son of God. (Matthew 26:57-68.) 

From Caiaphas He was taken in the early morning 
hours to Pilate, the Roman governor, and there in the 
judgment hall they witnessed against Him. (Matthew 
27:12; Luke 23:1,2,4.) Pilate sent Him on to Herod, 
who had jurisdiction over Galilee from whence Jesus 
came. (Luke 23:6-12.) Then He was returned to 
Pilate again. In each phase of the trial the innocent 
Saviour was treated like a hardened criminal. He was 
like a helpless sheep torn by angry wolves. (Matthew 
26:67,68; 27:27-31.) Long centuries before, Isaiah had 
written: 

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 
faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. . . . He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison 
and from judgment: and who shall declare his genera- 
tion? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
— Isaiah 53:3, 7, 8. 

The priests accused Christ on two principal counts 
and obtained His condemnation. They condemned Him 
for blasphemy; that is, claiming kinship with God. 
On this charge the Jewish authorities judged Him 
worthy of death. (John 19:7.) To the Romans directly 
He was accused of sedition; that is, of stirring up a 
revolt against the empire and Caesar. But Christ was 
guilty of neither charge. He was no blasphemer, for 
He was and is the Son of God. (Matthew 26:63,64) 
He was not guilty of sedition against the Roman author- 
ities, for He never meddled in political affairs. (John 
18:36.) He confined His activities exclusively to the 
teaching of religion. 

"Behold the man!" said Pilate. (John 19:5.) He saw 
that Christ was innocent and tried to avert the death 
sentence, but he was not man enough to stand alone 
against the railing mob. (Luke 23:1-25.) What a con- 
trast between him and the courageous Saviour! 

So the death penalty pronounced upon Christ was 
the worst miscarriage of justice ever to disgrace a court 
of law, and His execution must be condemned as the 
gravest crime ever committed by an earthly power. 
The responsibility for it was assumed by Caiaphas and 
the people who said, "His blood be on us, and on our 
children." Matthew 27:25. But think, friend, are not 
we all to blame? Have not our sins made Christ's 
blood to flow? Ah, yes — your sins and mine. And as 
we go on to the final scene of Calvary we shall see that 
it was for you and for me that Jesus suffered and died. 



Lesson 23 will answer the following questions: 

HOW FULLY DID JESUS ACCOMPLISH HIS MISSION ON EARTH? 
WHY DID HE DIE? 

WHAT DOES HIS DEATH MEAN TO ME? 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Trial and Condemnation of Jesus 
Test Questions — Lesson 22 Registration No. 

Q| If the following statements are true, write "Yes" in the blanks provided; 
if false, write "No." 

1. Jesus knew that the Jewish leaders had determined upon His 
death 

2. After the raising of Lazarus, Jesus went at once to Jerusalem. 



3. His last visit to Jerusalem was for the Passover feast with His 
disciples 

4. Jesus faced the coming crisis of His life with prayer and 
boldness 

Check (/) the true statements below: 

1. Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem had been foretold in 
prophecy 

2. He had a perfect right to be hailed as the Son of David 

3. Christ's real coronation is still in the future 

4. The triumphal entry was permitted in order to call the atten- 
tion of Israel to Jesus' sacrifice on the cross 

Bj Fill in the blanks below with words that will correctly complete the state- 
ments : 

1. After the Passover supper with the disciples, Jesus instituted a 
new service known as the 

2. Jesus said that the bread was His broken for them, 

and that the wine was His shed for the remis- 
sion of 

3. This service is to be followed to show Christ's death till He 
again. 

P| The secret of the power in the ministry of Christ's disciples is found in the 
following texts. Fill in the blanks: 

1. "I am the , ye are the : He that 

in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 

much " 

2. "And I will pray the Father, and he shall you 

another , . . . even the 

of ..." 

3. "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye one 

another." . „ 
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4. "And this is life , that tney might 

thee the only true God, and , 

whom thou hast sent." 

gj Write "True" or "False" after the following statements: 

1. The greatest struggle of Jesus' life was in Gethsemane 

2. Jesus felt that the sins of the world were separating Him from 
His Father 

3. Here Jesus first began to shed His blood for us 

4. The disciples watched and prayed with Jesus 

5. Alone Jesus made the triumphant decision to carry out His 
Father's will 

6. That decision offered the only hope of redemption for the world. 



Underline the correct words to complete the following statements: 

1. Jesus was betrayed by a (kiss — sword — pointed finger). 

2. By restoring the ear of the servant of the high priest, Jesus 
demonstrated that His kingdom was one of (force — power 
and pomp — love). 

3. The four judges before whom Jesus was tried were (Annas — 
Augustus — Caiaphas — Herod — Nero — Pilate). 

4. The judge who pronounced Jesus innocent and yet condemned 
Him to death was (Pilate — Herod — Caiaphas). 

5. Those truly responsible for the shed blood of Jesus Christ are 
(the Jews — the rulers — all of us). 

BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 
The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 



No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No. 



City State Zip Code 

{Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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Lesson 23 



Calvary 

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. . . . Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath 
put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall 
see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand. — Isaiah 53:3, 10. 



We come now to the last scenes of Jesus' life, His 
final suffering and death by crucifixion. When Cecil 
Rhodes, the great empire builder of South Africa, lay 
dying, he said, "So much to do; so little done." He 
could not say, as did Jesus when, with arms outstretched 
and nailed to the cross, He breathed His final prayer, 
dropped His noble head upon His breast, and exclaimed, 
"It is finished." 

Christ came to earth to die as man's sacrifice, and on 
the cross He knew that His mission had been accom- 
plished. From the years of His youth He had under- 
stood that He was to be "the Lamb of God." Now His 
blood was being shed as a sacrifice for the world's 
sin — for your sin and mine. True, the world did not 
love Him, but He loved the world and gave Himself 
for it. "He humbled himself," and on Calvary was 
"obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." 
Philippians 2:8. In His crucifixion, Jesus fulfilled the 
highest destiny ever given to man. 

In Christ's time only the vilest criminals were cru- 
cified. Cicero called this method of execution "the 
cruelest and foulest punishment." A certain Roman is 
reported to have ridiculed Christianity because its leader 
was crucified on a cross. "This system cannot stand," 
he said, "because it is founded upon a cross, upon the 
death of its leader, upon a catastrophe. It cannot stand." 
But Christians know that the reason why it has stood 
through the centuries and why it will finally triumph 
is that it is founded upon a cross — a cross of sacrifice. 

A glorious light now gathers about the cross, for there 
the heart of Infinite Love paid the price for our redemp- 
tion and freed the human race from the wages of sin, 
which is eternal death and separation from God. To 
the Christian, the cross of Christ is not foolishness. 
(1 Corinthians 1:23,24.) Light pierces the darkness 
and the clouds hovering about it, and its message of 
love is appreciated. But to the carnal mind, the cross 
is a symbol of defeat. 



Today we will thrill to the story of Calvary and the 
Christ of Calvary. As we follow Jesus into the power- 
ful scenes of His tragic suffering and death, let us pray 
that the meaning of His great sacrifice for us person- 
ally will be understood and accepted. 
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Christ died for my sins 
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"In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Towering o'er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime/' 
— John Bowring. 

Q WHY WAS JESUS CONDEMNED TO DEATH? 

In the court of Pontius Pilate, Jesus had been judged 
an innocent man. Why, then, was He condemned to 
death by crucifixion? There is only one answer — the 
priests were envious of Him. For that reason they had 
set their hearts upon His death and clamored for His 
execution, and Pilate lacked the courage to release Him. 
(Luke 23:4, 23-25.) 

Pilate . . . knew that for envy they had delivered him. 
—Matthew 27:17, 18. 

Caiaphas, the high priest, had regarded Jesus as his 
rival. That very morning Christ had stood before him 
on trial. The self-centered prelate must have wondered 
at the divine composure that marked the countenance 
of our Lord. How could any mortal man have beheld 
the face of the suffering Saviour, still marred by the 
bloodstains of Gethsemane, without feeling the impulse 
of wonder — even admiration! But Caiaphas, proud, en- 
vious, and cruel as he was, could not endure the thought 
that the attention of all Israel was being diverted from 
him, the high priest, to this lowly Galilean. Christ 
must be eliminated. He must be destroyed. And this 
Caiaphas resolved to do. While the Saviour stood 
before him in the throne room of the high priest, he 
demanded that Christ under oath answer the following 
charge: 

/ adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether 
thou be the Christ, the Son of God, Jesus saith unto 
him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Here- 
after shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
— Matthew 26:63,64. 

Christ did not refuse to testify under oath. He admit- 
ted that He was the Son of God, and He explained 
that the time would come when the positions of judge 
and defendant would be reversed. At that moment of 
agony, He was on trial before the high priest," but the 
time would come when the high priest would be on 
trial before Him, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
"Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven," He said with deep solemnity. 

As Jesus spoke, the scenes of the judgment appeared 
before the terrified priest. He saw himself condemned 
for his rejection of the Messiah. In a supreme effort to 
stifle conviction, he arose from his pontifical chair, tore 
his garment, and said: 

He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we 
of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. 
What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty 
of death. Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted 
him; and others smote him with the palms of their 
hands. — Matthew 26:65-67. 

Now that the Sanhedrin had officially approved the 
death penalty for Christ, He must be taken to Pilate 
where the consent of the Roman court would be given. 
There the governor took one searching look at Christ 
and knew at once that He was innocent. The wily 



priests had not deceived him. He could see that the 
charges against Him were wholly false. A private inter- 
view with Jesus only confirmed his conviction (John 
18:33-38), and he said, "I find no fault in this man." 
Luke 23:4. 

Pilate saw that Christ was innocent and he knew 
that it was his duty to release Him, but he dreaded 
the ill will of the people. To escape responsibility, 
he sent Him to the court of Herod, the ruler of Galilee, 
the province from which Jesus came, for it so happened 
that Herod was visiting in Jerusalem at that time. Pilate 
and Herod were enemies, but "the same day [they] 
were made friends together." Luke 23:12. Yet Herod 
did not free Christ; neither did he condemn Him, but 
returned Him to Pilate for final judgment. 

God in His mercy then sent a message to the troubled 
procurator to bring him to a point of decision in favor 
of Christ, 

When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife 
sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with 
that just man: for I have suffered many things this 
day in a dream because of him. — Matthew 27:19. 

Pilate was terrified. He knew now that the One who 
stood before him was the Son of God. He had not 
condemned Him, neither had he released Him. What 
would Pilate do next? 

g WHO WAS RELEASED INSTEAD OF 
CHRIST? 

Thinking that he might divert the enmity of the 
people from Christ to Barabbas, a truly hardened crim- 
inal, Pilate brought the two prisoners out into the full 
view of the multitude and asked which they would 
have him release. 

Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto 
the people a prisoner, whom they would. And they had 
then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. Therefore 
when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, 
Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or 
Jesus which is called Christ? — Matthew 27:15-17. 

Pilate hoped that the contrast between the innocent 
Son of God and the hardened seditionist and murderer, 
Barabbas, would inspire feelings of sympathy and 
human compassion; but he underestimated the bitter- 
ness and hatred of the priests and the mob. The chief 
priests and elders persuaded the multitude to ask for 
Barabbas and that Jesus be destroyed. 

The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of 
the twain will ye that I release unto you? They said, 
Barabbas. Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then 
with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto 
him, Let him be crucified. And the governor said, Why, 
what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, 
saying, Let him be crucified. — -Matthew 27:21-23. 

Pilate, seeing that 'Tie could avail nothing," washed 
his hands before the multitude and said: 

I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye 
to it. Then answered all the people, and said, His 
blood be on us, and on our children. Then released he 
Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, 
he delivered him to be crucified. — Verses 24-26. 

Pilate made the mistake that many make today, of 
knowing what is right but failing to do it. And because 
Pilate wavered, Jesus was crucified. 

Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus "into the 



common hall," where the band of professional legion- 
naires gathered to mock Him. Here is the record of the 
cruel treatment that He received: 

And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 
And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they 
put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and 
they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, 
saying, Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon 
him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. 
And after that they had mocked him, they took the 
robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, 
and led him away to crucify him. — Matthew 27:28-31. 

Jesus was whipped and tortured. Barabbas deserved 
this punishment, and death as well, but he went free. 
Christ did not deserve such treatment, but He suffered 
and died. Why? He died in place of Barabbas. He 
died in the place of sinners like you and me. We de- 
served the death penalty for our sins, but God per- 
mitted the penalty for sin to rest upon His only begotten 
Son in order that we "should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life." John 3:16. Oh, wonderful Saviour! 

gj SIMON BEARS CHRIST'S CROSS 

As the innocent Saviour left the governor's court, 
a heavy cross was placed upon His shoulders, but He 
was too weak to carry it for He had been scourged and 
beaten and had had no food since the day before. 
(Matthew 27:26-31.) Many sorrows rested upon Him. 
His heart was heavy with the memory of His betrayal 
by Judas. Peter had denied Him with cursing and 
swearing (Matthew 26:74), and all the disciples had 
forsaken Him and fled. Poor suffering Saviour! He had 
no strength to cany the humiliating burden of the cross. 
So "they laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming 
out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, 
that he might bear it after Jesus." Luke 23:26. 

As they march away to Calvary, a great multitude 
follow the Saviour. Let us join the crowd and observe 
the awesome events of this fateful day. The multitude 
includes those who at the time of Christ's triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem just a little while before, had 
shouted, "Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord." Matthew 21:9. But now these same people join 
with those whose coarse voices shout out their accusa- 
tions against Him. There is a fearful discord of jeering, 
raucous cries. 

Lining the streets of the city are many women, doubt- 
less some who have been healed by Jesus, others whose 
children have been restored by Him. These weep 
bitterly. But they do not bewail the suffering Christ 
as one who is dying for their sins. Their tears are only 
tears of human sympathy. Yet Jesus understands their 
anguish of soul and says: 

Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for 
yourselves, and for your children. For, behold, the days 
are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the 
barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps 
which never gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to 
the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 
For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall 
be done in the dry? — Luke 23:28-31. 

By these words Christ represents two scenes: (1) that 
which is now about to take place when they would 
seize Him, "a green tree," innocent and pure, and cru- 
cify Him; and (2) that awful hour so soon to come 
(A.D. 70) when Jerusalem would be destroyed. The 
dry tree represents those who now torment Him, many 



of whom would die a dreadful death in the siege of Titus. 
And in the final day of judgment, the calloused and 
indifferent will be judged worthy of destruction when 
Christ comes to punish the wicked. 

Slowly the mournful procession moves on over the 
streets of old Jerusalem to Golgotha, the hill or place 
of a skull, just outside the gate; and there He is cru- 
cified. (Mark 15:22-24.) In modern Jerusalem the 
route of the last journey of Jesus is marked out by 
the various stations of the cross and the Via Dolorosa, 
the street of grief and sorrow. 

gj WHO ARE CRUCIFIED WITH JESUS? 

Two criminals are bound to crosses next to Jesus — one 
on the right hand and the other on the left. These 
hardened men struggle with their tormentors, but not 
so Christ. Patiently, submissively, as a lamb dumb 
before the slaughterer, He permits the soldiers to place 
His hands and feet upon the cross and drive the cruel 
nails into His tender flesh. The rough wooden cross is 
dropped into the hole that has been dug for it, causing 
the most intense agony to the Son of God. But there 
is no word of bitterness on His lips, no reproach — neither 
of God nor of man — only a prayer, a prayer of forgive- 
ness. He prays that His persecutors may be pardoned 
for their fearful crime. 

Then said Jesus, Father forgive them; for they know 
not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and 
cast lots. And the people stood beholding. And the 
rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved 
others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen 
of God. — Luke 23:34,35. 

But Jesus could not save Himself and at the same 
time save humanity. He could have come down from 
the cross, but He was determined to pay the penalty 
for our sins, which is death. (Romans 6:23.) Only the 
shedding of blood could provide remission for sins. 
(Hebrews 9:22.) If Christ had saved Himself, we 
would have had no Saviour. In that dramatic hour of 




CATHEDRAL FILMS 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



ChHs, LeWe Pi.aU HErtSSSU 

Jamee White Ubmv 
ANDREWS UNIVERSITY 



His passion, the wrath of God against sin was poured 
out. The penalty was removed from us and placed 
upon the head of our Redeemer in His atoning sacrifice 
upon the cross. 

For he [God] hath made him [Christ] to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. — 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree. — Galatians 3:13. 

In view of His crucifixion, we may say, as did Peter: 

Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a Iamb without blemish and 
without spot. — 1 Peter 1:18,19. 

Now, who in that rabble crowd sensed that his only 
hope of salvation was in that dying man? The record 
is that the pagan soldiers mocked Him. The priests 
hurled vile epithets in His face. Jesus' mother and 
other women were there. So were the disciples — all 
except Judas, who had gone away and hanged himself. 
But the hearts of the eleven were broken, and their 
Faith was almost gone. Only one voice expressed con- 
fidence. Here is the record: 

One of the malefactors which were hanged railed on 
him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But 
the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds: but this man hath done nothing * amiss. And 
he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
contest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, 
Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise. — Luke 23:39-43. 

The dying thief turned to Jesus for salvation. But 
the malefactor on the other cross rejected Him. One 
was a cross of reception, the other a cross of rejection. 
Christ's cross was the cross of salvation. One of these 
thieves will be saved in God's Paradise, the other will 
be lost forever. If we look to the Christ of the cross, 
and repent, as did the dying thief, we too shall be 
saved. (Hebrews 12:2.) 

0 LIGHT AND DARKNESS AT CALVARY 

Before Jesus died, He entrusted the care of His 
mother to His beloved disciple John, and requested her 
to go to John's home and share his hospitality. John 
accepted this sacred trust (John 19:26,27.) Even in 
His dying moments, the blessed Saviour had a tender 
regard for His mother. What an example to those who 
would shun their responsibility to their parents! 

Christ was crucified at the third hour, in the middle 
of the morning. Since the day began at six in the 
morning, the third hour would be about nine o'clock. 
At the sixth hour (noon) darkness covered the cross 



and continued until the ninth hour, or three o'clock. 
(Luke 23:44,45.) Finally, in midafternoon — 

Jesus . . . cried with a loud voice, . . . Father into thy 
hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he 
gave up the ghost. — Luke 23 :46. 

An earthquake accompanied this awful hour of an- 
guish when the world's Redeemer died. The earth 
trembled, and so did the hearts of the multitude. And 
now what did they see? 

When the centurion, and they that were with him, watch- 
ing Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that 
were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was 
the Son of God. — Matthew 27:54. 

This Roman soldier, touched by Jesus' noble bearing 
and sacrifice, recognized Him as the Son of God, and 
his convictions overflowed in a dramatic confession of 
his belief. But the unbelieving priests and rabble were 
terrified and depressed, for they did not have the com- 
fort which faith brings. 

AH the people that came together to that sight, behold- 
ing the things which were done, smote their breasts, 
and returned. — Luke 23:48. 

On that awful day there were both light and darkness 
at Calvary — light for those who believed, and darkness 
for those who spurned the Saviour's love and sacrifice. 
What does Calvary mean to you and to me — light or 
darkness? 

And now "one of the soldiers with a spear" (John 
19:34) came to pierce Jesus' side in order to hasten 
His death. Rut lo, He was dead already! The physical 
agony of the crucifixion had not taken His life. Jesus 
died of a broken heart. The weight of your sins and 
mine crushed out that holy life, and from His pierced 
side "came there out blood and water." John 19:34. Our 
Saviour's legs were not broken as were those of the 
thieves who were crucified with Him. This fulfilled 
Scripture, as did every act in the awful drama. (John 
19:35-37.) 

As vou contemplate Calvary, you will see that Christ 
suffered there for our sins and paid the price of death 
in order that we might live. He suffered in our place. 
He died as our substitute in order that we might escape 
the second death and live forever. He took the sin which 
was ours and died to pay the price of transgression so 
that we might take the righteousness that was His and 
live forever! 

Just now will you not quietly prav that Christ may 
not have died for you in vain? Look to the uplifted 
Saviour and by faith receive Him into your heart. 

There's life in a look at the sacred cross, 
Jesus has said, "Look unto Me"; 

Earth with its riches is only dross, 

Bright treasures beyond in the cross I see. 

— F. E. Belden. 



Lesson 24 bridges the span between the death and resurrection of Christ. Here are a few questions that 
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WAS CHRIST RAISED BODILY FROM THE DEAD? 
WHAT DOES THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST MEAN TO THE 
WORLD? 

WILL THERE BE A RESURRECTION OF ALL THE DEAD? 

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF PROPHECY BROADCAST EVERY SUNDAY 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

Calvary 

Test Questions — Lesson 23 Registration No... 

If the following statements are true, write "Yes" in the blanks provided ; 
if false, write "No." 

1. Death by crucifixion was the crudest punishment used in 
Christ's day. 

2. It was used by the Romans for even slight offenses. . 

3. The triumph of Christianity is founded upon a cross 

4. Love paid the price for our redemption 

01 Underline the word or words that correctly complete each of the following 
statements: 

1. Caiaphas demanded that Christ declare under oath whether He 
was (a leader of sedition — a prophet of Israel — the Son of 
God). 

2. Pilate, wishing to relieve himself of responsibility, sent Christ 
to (Caesar — Herod — the Sanhedrin). 4 

3. A message of warning was sent to Pilate by (the disciples — his 
servant — his wife). 

gj Write "True" or "False" after the statements below: 

1. The people chose the release of Barabbas instead of Jesus. 



2. Pilate, like many of us, knew what was right but failed to do 

it 

3. The soldiers were gentle in their treatment of Jesus 

4. The Jewish people said, "His blood be on us, and on our 
children." . 

5. Christ died not only in place of Barabbas, but in my place. 



g Fill in the following blanks: * 

1 carried the Saviour's cross. 

2. Jesus was crucified on a hill called , or the 

place of a 

3. "For if they do these things in a , what 

shall be done in the ?" 

g"| Check (/) the true statements below: 

1. Jesus prayed for His Father to forgive His persecutors. 

2. He could not save Himself and humanity too 

3. Jesus bore our sins on the cross 

4. The repentant thief was the only one at the cross who expressed 
confidence in Jesus as his Saviour. 

5. This thief was promised salvation. 

(Over) ADVENTJST 23 

HERITAGE CENTTO 
Jamee White Ubf*y 
Digitized by the Center for Adventi^^^ UfflVEMfTY 



Fill in the blanks: 

1. To whose care did Jesus commend His mother? 

2. After the earthquake at the cross, who recognized Jesus as the 
Son of God? 

3. At what time of day did Jesus die? 

4. What did a soldier do, thinking to hasten Christ's death, not 
knowing that He was already dead? 

5. Jesus took the that was ours, so that we might take 

the that was His. 

o 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 

I j 

I These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. j 

I If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by j 

I section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- j 

i ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well j 

i to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless j 

i you as you write. We are praying for YOU. j 

L . ! 

My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 

No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No 



City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
<*7 N T *o— *6880— 5-66 The Light of the World — Test 23 

f , S. A- 
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Jesus' Victory Over Death 



Christ died for our sins . . . he was buried, and . . . rose again 
to the scriptures, — 1 Corinthians 15:3,4. 



according 



Christianity," said one writer, "is a religion of the 
open tomb." Keep that thought in mind as you study 
this lesson on the resurrection. The founder of Chris- 
tianity could not be kept in the prison house of death. 
An angel rolled the great stone from the door of 
Joseph's new sepulcher, and the Son of God came forth 
triumphant over death. "I am the resurrection, and 
the life," He said. (John 11:25.) 

The apostle Paul argues that the Christian faith 
stands or falls upon the fact of the resurrection of Christ. 

If there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ 
not risen: and if Christ he not risen, then is our preach- 
ing vain, and your faith is also vain. — 1 Corinthians 
15:13,14. 

Our hope of deliverance from sin in this world 
(Romans 6:4, 11, 12) and the reality of life in the next 
(1 Corinthians 15:17-23) are dependent upon the res- 
urrection of Jesus. The incarnation of God's Son, His 
sinless life and vicarious death would have availed 
nothing if He had been kept a prisoner of death. The 
saints of all ages would remain in their graves, sealed 
forever, if Christ had not broken the power of death 
and come forth to immortal life. And Christians would 
have been "false witnesses of God; because we have 
testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised 
not up, if so be that the dead rise not." 1 Corinthians 
15:15. 

Frank Morrison, a skeptic, made a searching analysis 
of the Scriptural records of the crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection of Christ and then wrote a book entitled 
Who Moved the Stone? He confesses that he started 
out to write a different kind of book than he finished 
with. The evidence in favor of the resurrection was so 
forceful that he was compelled to write of the event 
as a true historical fact. One writer has affirmed that 
no single historic incident is more written about, or more 
variously supported, than the resurrection of Christ. 

The actual bodily resurrection of Christ was attested 
by hundreds of eye witnesses who saw Him alive in 
His risen form. And there were witnesses who wrote 



down for future ages what they saw. John and Matthew, 
for example, who must be recognized as honest and 
sane men, were skeptical and incredulous of the res- 
urrection until they actually saw the risen Saviour with 
their own eyes. (See Mark 16:9-14.) 

Q HOW IS THE BURIAL OF JESUS 
DESCRIBED? 

As we return to Calvary we see that Jesus is now 
dead. 

And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a dark- 
ness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the 
sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent 
in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud 
voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 
—Luke 23:44-46. 
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Roman soldiers sealed Christ's tomb and stood guard over it 
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When Jesus bowed His bleeding head and died, it 
was about three o'clock Friday afternoon. Friday was 
known as the preparation day. Since the Jews did not 
want to desecrate the Sabbath by allowing the bodies 
of the victims to remain on the cross during its holy 
hours, they requested Pilate that the legs of the three 
men might be broken and their bodies taken down. 

Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, 
and of the other which was crucified with him. But 
when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead 
already, they brake not his legs: but one of the soldiers 
with a sword pierced his side, and forthwith came there 
out blood and water. — John 19:32-34. 

Christ's death occurred within six hours after His 
crucifixion. This was unheard of, for death on the cross 
was always a prolonged and lingering process. But His 
heart had been broken under the awful pressure of a 
world's guilt. His life had been crushed out by the 
weight of our transgressions. "He was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed." Isaiah 53:5. Because 
Christ's heart was broken for us, we may find pardon 
and peace with God. "With his stripes we are healed." 
(See John 19:34-37.) Prophecy had declared: "He keep- 
eth all his bones: not one of them is broken" (Psalm 
34:20), and this prophecy was fulfilled. Because "He 
was dead already," not a bone was broken. 

On the afternoon of that same day, Christ's body was 
taken from the cross and buried in a sepulcher pro- 
vided by a rich man, Joseph of Arimathaea. "And the 
sabbath drew on," as Luke tells us. 

There was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he 
was a good man, and a just: (The same had not con- 
sented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of 
Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited 
for the kingdom of God. This man went unto Pilate, 
and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down, 
anil wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that 
was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. 
And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew 
on. And the women also, which came with him from 
Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and 
how his body was laid. And they returned, and prepared 
spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day accord- 
ing to the commandment. — Luke 23 :50-56. 

Now that Jesus was dead, the concern of the priests 
did not end as they had thought it would. Indeed 
they were as worried as when He was alive. They had 
heard of His promise that He would rise from the 
dead, and they respected that word of power. Had 
He not raised the daughter of Jairus from the dead, 
and the son of the widow of Nain, and even Lazarus 
who had been in the tomb four days? What was to 
prevent Him from coming forth to life Himself? So 
they went to Pilate and begged that the sepulcher be 
made sure and the stone sealed. As an excuse they 
argued that His disciples might come and steal away 
His body. (Matthew 27:62-66.) Therefore the tomb 
was closed with the Roman seal and guarded by armed 
legionnaires. But nothing could hold the Life-giver in 
that sepulcher, as we shall see. 



g THE RESURRECTION SCENE 

The Sabbath that Jesus spent in the grave and the 
Saturday night which followed it passed slowly indeed 
for the disciples. The darkest hour just before daybreak 
had come. Christ was still a prisoner of death in His 
narrow tomb. The great stone was in its place. The 
Roman seal was unbroken, and the Roman guards were 
keeping their watch. There were unseen watchers too. 
Satan and his angels were there. Like the priests who 
had followed their prompting, they hoped to seal the 
tomb of Gods Son forever. But the heavenly Father 
sent angels that excel in strength, and they too were 
guarding the tomb. And now what is this? 

Behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of 
the Lord . . • came and rolled back the stone from the 
door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like light- 
ning, and his raiment white as snow: and for fear of 
him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 
— Matthew 28:2-4. 

The angel of the Lord rolled the stone away as if 
it had been a pebble. And the Lord of life came 
forth in His risen form. The hour had come for the 
fulfillment of Christ's words: 

I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This commandment have I received of my Father. 
—John 10:17,18. 

The guards fell prostrate to the ground while the 
earth trembled beneath them. An earthquake marked 
the hour when Christ died. Another earthquake marked 
the moment when He rose from the dead. 

When the dazed soldiers revived, they fled from the 
scene trembling with fear, and ran straight for the 
city, as we read in Matthew 28:11: "Some of the 
watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief 
priests all the things that were done/' 

When the guilty Caiaphas heard this news, his face 
must have paled like a dead man's. For a moment he 
was speechless. Then he blurted out these foolish words 
to the soldiers: "Say ye, His disciples came by night, 
and stole him away while we slept." Matthew 28:13. 
Caiaphas knew that if the soldiers were caught napping 
on the watch they would be executed. So he con- 
tinued: "And if this come to the governors ears, we 
will persuade him, and secure you." Verse 14. 

Then money was placed in the soldiers' hands. Thus 
they sold their integrity, bribed to keep silent about 
the greatest event in human history. How many voices 
since that day have been stilled by the magic touch of 
gold or the crisp rattle of currency! 

When Christ arose from the dead many saints arose 
with Him. He brought forth "a multitude of captives" 
of death. (Ephesians 4:8, margin.) These risen saints 
were a pledge and sample of the great host of the 
redeemed who will be raised from the dead when 
Christ comes the second time. When the Saviour 
ascended to heaven forty days after His resurrection 
(Acts 1:3), the multitude of risen saints ascended with 
Him. (Ephesians 4:8.) During the forty days inter- 
vening, these godly men and women appeared to many 
of the people in Jerusalem, testifying to the power of 
their Deliverer. (Matthew 27:52,53.) 
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0 WHO WERE THE FIRST TO VISIT THE 

TOMB? 

Friday afternoon, after the death of Christ, Mary 
the mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, and the other 
women followed Joseph and Nicodemus to the sepulcher. 
Then they returned to their homes and prepared spices 
and ointments with which to embalm the body of 
their Lord. It was getting late and the Sabbath, which 
begins at sunset, was approaching. Out of respect for 
its sacred hours, they waited until the day was passed. 
Then early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, 
they came to the tomb to embalm Christ's body. ( Luke 
23:54-56; 24:1-3.) Sadness filled their hearts. Like the 
eleven disciples, they were crushed and broken. 

"Words cannot describe the consternation in which 
the friends of Jesus were plunged during the long 
hours which elapsed between the crucifixion and the 
resurrection. . . . Nothing was farther from their ex- 
pectation than the resurrection; they imagined that all 
was ended for earth, and felt nothing but the vast 
void created by such a separation. Their hearts re- 
mained tenderly attached to Jesus; but their love at 
such an hour could not but be full of sorrow and 
dismay. ... It was as though the great stone of His 
sepulcher had been rolled upon their feeble faith. They 
were like men crushed." — Pressense, Jesus Christ, p. 485. 

When the women arrived at the tomb early Sunday 
morning, Christ had already risen. Mary Magdalene 
was the first to arrive. When she found the tomb 
empty, she ran to Peter and John and told them: 

They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, 
and we know not where they have laid him. — John 20:2. 

The two disciples then hurried to the tomb and 
found it just as Mary had said. (John 20:3-10.) Mary 
followed the disciples to the tomb, and after they had 
returned to Jerusalem, she looked into the sepulcher 
and saw two angels who appeared to her as men. 
"Woman, why weepest thou?" they asked. She replied, 
"Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know 
not where they have laid him." Verse 13. Then she 
turned away, endeavoring to find someone who could 
tell her what had been done with the body of Jesus. 
Now another voice addressed her: "Woman, why weep- 
est thou? whom seekest thou?" Verse 15. Thinking it to 
be the gardener, she said: 

Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou 
hast laid him, and I will take him away. — John 20:15. 

If no one else wanted the body of Jesus, she did. 
She would find a place for Him. Now in His familiar 
voice, Jesus said, "Mary!" Instantly she recognized that 
voice. Turning, she sprang toward Him and fell at 
His feet as if to embrace Him. "Rabboni!" she cried. 
Christ raised His hands, saying: "Touch me not; for 

1 am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my 
brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, 
and your Father; and to my God, and your God." 
John 20:17. Overjoyed, Mary hastened from the sep- 
ulcher to the disciples and told them that she had seen 
the Lord. (Verse 18.) ADVBHTSr 
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Q TO WHOM DID CHRIST APPEAR ON THE 
ROAD TO EMMAUS? 

Late in the afternoon of the resurrection day, two of 
the disciples, one of whom was Cleopas (Luke 24:18), 
were making their way to their home in Emmaus, a 
little town eight miles from Jerusalem. Discouraged 
and hopeless, they were joined by a stranger who sud- 
denly appeared on the scene. 

He said unto them, What manner of communications 
are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and 
are sad? And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in 
Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are 
come to pass there in these days? — Luke 24:17, 18. 

Then they told him of their Master and of the 
disappointment that had come with His death. They 
declared that He "was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people." But "the chief 
priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned 
to death, and have crucified him." Verses 19,20. And 
they added: 

We trusted that it had been he which should have re- 
deemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third 
day since these things were done. — Luke 24:21. 

Then Christ answered them: 

O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the proph- 
ets have spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and enter into his glory? — Verses 25, 26. 

The disciples wondered who this stranger might be 
who spoke with such earnestness, tenderness, and 
sympathy, and inspired hope in their hearts. Then 
Jesus, "beginning at Moses, . . . expounded unto them 
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself." 
Verse 27. He wanted their faith to be anchored to the 
Scripture. 
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Christ talks with two of His disciples on the road to Emmaus 



The disciples had looked upon Christ's death as the 
end of all hope. Now He showed them from the 
prophets that His crucifixion was the strongest basis 
for their faith, and that the prophets had pointed 
forward to His death and resurrection as the very center 
of the plan of salvation. 

His cruel trials before Annas and Caiaphas, Pilate 
and Herod, His scourging in the judgment hall, and 
His death on Calvary had all been foretold by the 
gospel prophet. 

He was taken from prison and from judgment: ... fie 
was cut off out of the land of the living: for the trans- 
gression of my people was he stricken. — Isaiah 53:8. 

As Jesus died on the cross, the very words that 
David had written concerning the dying Saviour came 
to His lips: 

My God, my God, wliv hast thou forsaken me? — 
Psalm 22:1. 

His death by crucifixion was a subject of prophecy. 

They pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my 
bones: they look and stare upon me. — Verses 16, 17. 

When the soldiers parted His garments and cast 
lots for His vesture, they were fulfilling prophecy. 

They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon 
my vesture. — Verse 18. 

Even the treachery of Judas was foretold. 

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, 
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel 
against me. — Psalm 41 :9. 

After reasoning thus with the two disciples from the 
Word of God, Jesus was invited to their humble home. 
There the simple evening meal was placed before them. 
As He stretched forth His hands to bless the food, lo, 
He was recognized. "It is the Lord Jesus," they ex- 
claimed. "He is risen from the dead." Then the Saviour 
vanished out of their sight. 

And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn 
within us, while he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the scriptures? — Luke 24:32. 

In their joy they hastened to Jerusalem to tell the 
disciples. Though night had fallen, they hurried on, 
picking their way over the trail, pressing on, staff in hand, 
until they reached the upper room in the city and an- 
nounced the glorious news to the disciples. 

g WHERE DID CHRIST APPEAR NEXT? 

Cleopas and his companion pressed into the room 
and "told what things were done in the way, and how 
he was known of them in breaking of bread." Luke 
24:35. There was much excitement in that upper room. 
"The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon/' the disciples exclaimed. (Verse 34.) And as 
they talked Another stood before them, and every eye 



was fastened upon Him. He had not been admitted, 
nor did He knock for entrance. No footstep had been 
heard. So the disciples were startled as He began to 
speak. Clear and distinct the words came from His 
lips: "Peace be unto you." The Scripture says: 

They were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that 
they had seen a spirit. And he said unto them, Why 
are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your 
hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I my- 
self: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see me have. And when he had thus spoken, 
he shewed them his hands and his feet. And while they 
yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto 
them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave him a 
piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And he 
took it, and did eat before them. — -Luke 24:37-43. 

They had not dared to believe that it was actually 
their Lord. But now He has eaten before them. Faith 
and joy take the place of unbelief, and with feelings 
that no words can express they acknowledge their 
risen Saviour. 

The disciples had come to this room in Jerusalem for 
mutual comfort and protection. 

The same day at evening, being the first day of the week, 
when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood 
in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 
And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his 
hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when 
they saw the Lord. — John 20:19,20. 

Not until the first day had passed — "at evening" — 
did Christ appear among them as a group to establish 
their faith in His resurrection. Until then — all through 
that heartbreaking Sunday — they doubted and were 
afraid. When it finally dawned upon them that Christ 
was alive, "then were the disciples glad/' John 20:20. 
That was an hour of supreme rejoicing! 

On this occasion Jesus opened the minds of these 
beloved men that they might understand the Scriptures. 

And he said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it 
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day: and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations, be- 
ginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these 
things. — Luke 24:46-48. 

The disciples now began to realize the importance 
and extent of the great work to which they had been 
called. They were to be witnesses and to proclaim to 
the whole world the events of Jesus' life, His death, 
and resurrection. They were to preach the gospel of 
salvation through repentance and the power of the 
Spirit. 

And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and 
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost. — John 20:22. 

The Holy Spirit was not here fully manifested, for 
Christ had not yet been glorified in heaven. The more 
abundant impartation of the Spirit would not take place 
until after His ascension. But of that we shall learn 
more in the next lesson. 



Lesson 25, the last lesson in the course, will answer the following questions: 

WHAT IS CHRIST'S WORK IN HEAVEN DURING THE INTERVAL 

BETWEEN HIS ASCENSION AND HIS SECOND COMING? 
TO WHOM SHOULD EVERY CHRISTIAN CONFESS HIS SINS? 
WHEN WILL CHRIST COME AGAIN? 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

Jesus' Victory Over Death 
Test Questions — Lesson 24 

y[ Underline the word or phrase that correctly completes each of the follow- 
ing statements : 

1. Jesus died at the (third hour — sixth hour — ninth hour). 

2. Jesus' legs were not broken because (Peter interceded for Him 

— He was dead already — the soldiers felt that He had endured 
enough). 

3. Death on the cross was usually (lingering — quick). 

4. A tomb was provided for Jesus by (Pilate — Joseph — Lazarus). 

5. The priests requested of Pilate (that Jesus be left on the cross 

— that His body be given to the disciples — that His tomb. be 
sealed with a Roman seal). 



Write "True" or "False" after the statements below: 

1. The Roman soldiers went to sleep the morning of the resurrec- 
tion and did not know what happened 

2. There was a great earthquake when the angel appeared at the 
tomb 

3. The first report of the resurrection was carried to Caiaphas by 
the soldiers 

4. Caiaphas was indifferent to the report 

5. When Christ arose many saints arose with Him, a pledge of 
the host of the redeemed who will be raised at His second 
coming 

Fill in the blanks below: 

1 - was first at the tomb after the 

resurrection. 

2. She was distressed to find the tomb 

3. The first of the disciples to arrive at the tomb were 

and 

4. Jesus first addressed 

5. He said: "Touch me not; for I am not yet 



p| Underline "Yes" or "No" after the following statements: 

1. Emmaus was a town bordering the Sea of Galilee. YES NO 

2. Cleopas and his companion were discouraged and hopeless, as 
they went home the day of the resurrection. YES NO 

3. Jesus ignored their sorrow. YES NO 

(Over) ADVENTfST 24 
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4. Jesus explained from the Scriptures the things that had recently 
occurred. YES NO 

5. The disciples recognized Jesus when He blessed the food. 
YES NO 

Fill in the blanks below: 

1. Christ's first words to His disciples when He appeared to them 
that evening were " - - 

2. To prove that He was not a spirit, He before them. 

3. Jesus again explained the recent events from the 

4. He had done His part; now they were to do theirs by being 
His 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 



Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 



No. and Street - 

Rural Route No. Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No. 



City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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Lesson 25 



The Second Coming of Christ 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Fathers house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also. — John 14:1-3. 



This climactic event of all history, the return of 
Jesus, has been called "the key that unlocks the Bi- 
ble." To the saints of God, the coming of Christ will 
bring deliverance from the prison house of death and 
sin. In his epistles the apostle Paul speaks of it no 
less than fifty -five times. The plan for man's redemp- 
tion would not be complete without Christ's return to 
this earth. It is a matter of prophecy, not history. The 
Bible calls the advent doctrine "the blessed ho pe" (Ti- 
tus 2:13), for it holds out to Christ's followers the happy 
prospect of a new world, and the promise of enduring 
happiness and security. It is when Jesus returns that 
all the righteous dead will be raised to life and the liv- 
ing righteous will be translated. 1 Corinthians 15:50-55; 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. 

This blessed hope was cherished by God's children in 
Old Testament times as well as in New Testament times. 
Enoch, only the seventh generation from Adam, saw in 
vision the coming of our Saviour. 

Behold, [he prophesied,] the Lord cotneth with ten 
thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon all. 
— Jude 14, 15. 

The patriarch Job, sick with his plague of boils and 
saddened by the loss of his children, clung to the hope 
of final restoration, and exclaimed with unshaken trust: 

1 know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth: ... in my flesh shall 
I see God: whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another. — Job 19:25-27. 

One writer said: "The coming of Christ to usher in the 
reign of righteousness, has inspired the most sublime 
and impassioned utterances of the sacred writers. The 
poets and prophets of the Bible have dwelt upon it in 
words glowing with celestial fire." — The Great Contro- 
versy, p. 300. 

The psalmist sang of the power and majesty of Is- 
rael's Coming King. Psalm 50:2-4; 96:11-13. The proph- 



et Isaiah described the wonderful resurrection morning 
in the most beautiful language. Isaiah 26:19; 25:8, 9. 
Habakkuk, one of the minor prophets, taken away in 
rapturous vision, beheld the return of Jesus. Habakkuk 
3:3-13. 

In the New Testament, Paul, Peter, James, and John 
held forth the coming of the Lord Jesus as the final 
hope of the whole world. 1 Corinthians 15:22, 23, 50-55; 
2 Peter 3:9-13; James 5:1-8; Revelation 14:14. And the 
champions of the Christian church from apostolic days 
down to our own generation have cherished the bright 
vision of Christ's return. 
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"Behold, the Lord cometh." Jude 14. 
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What does it mean to us who are living today? What 
does it mean to you and to me? These are the last days 
of time. The prophecies of Jesus (see Lesson 21) indi- 
cate that very soon He will return to this earth, so this 
hope should mean more to us than it did to any other 
generation. 

Now let us return to the scenes subsequent to the res- 
urrection of our Lord, and follow Him in the last events 
of His earthly experience and on through the Christian 
centuries to that final hour when He will return. 

H CHRIST'S ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN 

After His resurrection Jesus appeared to His disciples 
a number of times and in a number of places. Paul tells 
us that — 

He was seen of Cephas then of the twelve: after that, 
he was seen of ahont five hundred brethren at once; of 
whom the greater part remain unto this present, but 
some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; 
then of all the apostles. — 1. Corinthians 15:5-7. 

Then, forty days after His resurrection, Jesus ascended 
lo heaven from the Mount of Olives. (See Acts 1:2,3.) 

Arid he Jed them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted 
up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, 
while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven. — Luke 24:50, 51. 
And . . . while they [the disciples] beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And 
while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went 
up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 
which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven. — Acts 1:9-11. 

Notice that when Jesus was "taken up, ... a cloud 
received him out of their sight." And the angels who 
lingered to speak words of comfort to the disciples said: 

This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven. — Verse 11. 

It was not a spirit or ghost that was taken to heaven. 
Christ ascended to heaven in His resurrection body, 
the same body in which He had appeared to the dis- 
ciples on the day of His resurrection, when He said: 
"Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: han- 
dle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as 
ye see me have." Luke 24:39. (See also Philippians 3:21.) 

On the morning of the resurrection Christ came forth 
bodily from the tomb, and He ascended to heaven in 
that same body. Now at the time of the ascension the 
angels said to the disciples, "This same Jesus . . . shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven." He will come again literally, personally, phys- 
ically, and gloriously with clouds of angels accompany- 
ing Him. (See Daniel 7:10; Revelation 5:11; Matthew 
24:30, 31.) 

g CHRIST'S MINISTRY IN HEAVEN 

When Jesus returned to His Father in heaven, He 
became man's representative at the throne of God. "I 
go unto him that sent me," He said, "and . . . thither 
ye cannot come." John 7:33, 34. But He represents us 
there at the throne of God. He took our humanity and 
His victory over sin and death to heaven with Him. 
Christ had made sure work of mans redemption while 
He was in this world as a man. He conquered (1) 



Satan, (2) sin, (3) death, and (4) the grave. Then 
He glorified humanity by taking our flesh back to heav- 
en with Him in His immortal resurrection body. In 
this way man was elevated to the throne of the Father 
at the ascension of Jesus Christ, our Elder Brother. Je- 
sus "entered into heaven ... to appear in the pres- 
ence of God for us." Hebrews 9:24. He came tri- 
umphantly into the presence of God, presenting His own 
merits to cover man's utter helplessness and lost condi- 
tion. 

"By his own blood" Christ "entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us." 
Hebrews 9:12. Jesus had died once for sin. That was 
enough to save all who will accept His gift. He now 
offers His own sacrifice before God as the means by 
which all who believe on His name might be cleansed 
of sin, for "without shedding of blood is no remission." 
Hebrews 9:22. We may, therefore, come directly to 
God through Christ without an earthly intercessor, for 
Christ is now the intercessor between God and man. 

Wherefore he is ahle also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them. — Hebrews 7:25. 

"I go unto my Father," Jesus said, "and whatsoever 
ye shall ask in my name, that will I do." John 14:12, 13. 

No minister or priest on earth has been delegated to 
do Christ's mediatorial work. Only Jesus can present 
your case before God and claim forgiveness for your 
sins. Therefore, He only should hear your confession of 
guilt. In the secret place of prayer, talk to Him as to 
your Best Friend. Surrender yourself to God, through 
Christ, and He will graciously forgive your sins. Pray 
in Jesus' name; ask for power to do His will, and your 
prayers will be answered. 

For there is one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus. — 1 Timothy 2:5. 

As our Priest and Mediator, Christ's work of inter- 
cession is now going on in heaven. By His intercession 
He draws heaven and earth together. Through the work 
of His Holy Spirit, whom He has sent to be His repre- 
sentative in this world. He makes His atonement effec- 
tual in human experience for all who believe on Him. 
For over nineteen hundred years He has been our Med- 
iator in the courts above. How long He will continue 
that work of intercession, no man knows; but some day 
soon, just before He returns,, it will cease. Then the 
door of mercy for sinn'ers will be closed forever. 

£| WHAT WILL OCCUR WHEN CHRIST ENDS 
HIS WORK AS MAN'S INTERCESSOR? 

When Jesus ends His work of intercession in heaven, 
a time of trouble will come upon the world. As He 
declares before the Father that His work of interces- 
sion is over, He will make this solemn announcement: 

The time is at hand. He that is unjust, let him be un- 
just still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: 
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and 
he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, I come 
quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be. — Revelation 22:10-12. 

When this divine decree goes forth, human probation 
will end. Every case will have been decided for life 
or for death. Every name will then be sealed for eter- 
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nity. The guilty will be settled hard and sure in re- 
bellion, and it will then be too late for them to be saved. 
The prophet Daniel described the scene that will follow 
the close of probation: 

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation even to that same time: and at that time 
thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book. — Daniel 12:1. 

This time of trouble is the time of divine wrath. (Rev- 
elation 15:1; 16.) It will be similar to the awful time 
of judgment that came upon Egypt when the ten 
plagues were poured out upon that land. As the cli- 
max of those plagues, a single angel destroyed all the 
first-born of Egypt and filled the land with mourn- 
ing. (Exodus 12:29.) The power of the heavenly mes- 
sengers of wrath is great. In Hezekiah's time one angel 
slew 185,000 Assyrians in one night. (2 Chronicles 32: 
21; 2 Kings 19:35.) 

When Christ's work as our Mediator ends, and the 
Spirit of God is withdrawn from the earth, Satan's pow- 
er and rage will be exercised without restraint upon the 
unrepentant, to spread desolation and terror everywhere. 
In vision John heard a voice from heaven: 

Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for 
the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, 
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. — 
Revelation 12:12. 

Even now God's "judgments are in the earth, [that] 
the inhabitants of the world [may] learn righteousness." 
Isaiah 26:9. Fearful hurricanes, floods, and earthquakes 
occur with increasing frequency. But the earth will 
yet reel under disasters far worse than these. When 
Christ has finished His work of mediation and blotting 
out of confessed sins, the awful plagues of Revelation 
16 will be poured out upon the earth, when God shall 
"do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his 
act, his strange act." Isaiah 28:21. 

During this time of trouble millions of the unrepent- 
ant will lose their lives. But those who have made 
their peace with God and "cleared their records" in the 
books of heaven will be protected by heavenly angels. 
God has given this promise of deliverance: 

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They 
shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. — Psalm 91:10-12. 

Q THE CLIMACTIC EVENT OF THE AGES 

The second coming of Christ will occur at the time of 
the seventh plague. Revelation 16:17-21; 19:11-16. 
Long has the Saviour waited for this great hour when 
He shall come to earth as "King of kings, and Lord of 
lords," to raise from the dead His sleeping children and 
translate to heaven those living Christians who have 
stood firmly in defense of His truth. 1 Corinthians 
15:51-55. 

The greatest hour of history will have come — the hour 
when all the world is to look upon the King in His 
glory. Revelation 1:7. As Christ appears in the open- 
ing skies, the prophecy will be fulfilled: ADVEMTIST 
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And the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and 
then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send 
his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other. — Matthew 24:29-31* 

The heavens will be shaken as the King of glory de- 
scends the blazing sky. The mountains will tremble. 
The very surface of the earth will heave and swell as its 
face is torn and broken by the mighty temblor. Isaiah 
24:1-5,19,20; Revelation 16:18. The oceans will rise 
and fall in the raging fury of a worldwide earthquake. 

In the midst of all this upheaval God's children will 
be safe, guarded by the angels; but for the wicked it 
will be a moment of deepest despair. 

Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall 
come as a destruction from the Almighty. — Isaiah 13:6. 

Desperate with fear, millions of sinners will call to the 
rocks and mountains to fall on them and hide them 
from the face of Him that sitteth upon the throne. 
Revelation 6:14-17. Money will mean nothing. 

In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his 
idols of gold, which they matle each one for himself to 
worship, to the moles and to the bats; to go into the 
clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged 
rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his 
majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. — 
Isaiah 2:20, 21. 
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The family circle complete in the earth made new 



The faces of the Christians who have stood the test 
will be blanched with paleness, but there will be hope in 
their hearts. They will know that the time of deliver- 
ance is near. Up to this moment the wicked have 
taunted them and sought to destroy them, but as Christ 
appears in glory the enemies of God's people will be 
consumed by the brightness of His appearing. 2 Thes- 
salonians 2:8; 1:7, 8. At this time Satan will be bound 
for one thousand years. Revelation 20. This will be 
the beginning of the millennium. (Be sure to enroll in 
the Voice of Prophecy Faith Bible Course, in which you 
will find the millennium fully explained.) 

John describes the scene of Christ's great victory, as 
He rides forth a mighty conqueror. 

And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the 
cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his 
head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 
— Revelation 14:14. 

The sickle represents the harvest or the end of the 
world (Matthew 13:39) when the wheat (the right- 
eous) will be gathered to heaven and the tares (the 
wicked)) will be burned with fire. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9. 

Then the time will have come for the righteous dead 
to be raised and for the living saints to be translated to 
heaven. 

The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and remain shall he caught up 
together with thetn in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with these words. — -1 Thessa- 
lonians 4:16-18. 

Oh, what a wonderful day! The change from mor- 
tality to immortality will occur in "the twinkling of an 
eye." 1 Corinthians 15:52. Children will be reunited 
with their parents. Then the ransomed of all ages will 
be caught up with songs of gladness and carried to the 
city of God, the New Jerusalem, to that "third heaven," 
which Paul describes as "Paradise." 2 Corinthians 12:- 
2-4. There old friendships will be renewed and fami- 
lies will be reunited. 

At last God's children will be at peace. They will 
enter the city of God and stand victorious on the sea of 
glass before the great throne. John describes the glo- 
rious celebration as they unite their jubilant voices in 
the great glory song of Moses and the Lamb. Revela- 
tion 15:3. 

And for the victorious Christ it will be a scene of con- 
summate joy and satisfaction. "He shall see of the trav- 
ail of his soul, and shall be satisfied." Isaiah 53:11. All 
the ransomed hosts of God will recognize that they are 
there because of His great sacrifice for them. Throughout 
the ages of eternity they will sing His praises in the song: 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever. — Revelation 5:12, 13. 



Oh, what a day that will be! And soon it will come. 
We are almost home. The journey of life is almost 
over. "What! are we almost home?" Roy F. Cottrell 
asks in Dawn of a New Day, page 354. "Yes, the cer- 
tified Word of God assures the traveler that the journey 
is nearly finished, and the harbor just ahead. Then 
what wondrous surprises! Think of — 

'Stepping on shore and finding it heaven! 
Of taking hold of a hand and finding it God's hand, 
Of breathing new air and finding it celestial air, 
Of feeling invigorated and finding it immortality, 
Of passing from storm and tempest to an unknown calm, 
Of waking up and finding it Home/ " 

Dear friend, all of this is possible to you through 
Christ, the Light of the world. In this Bible course 
the plan of salvation has been opened before you as a 
way of escape from the darkness of sin and its con- 
sequences. Stretching before us in eternity will be that 
life which measures with the life of God. This blessed 
hope gives meaning to human experience and shows us 
clearly the way through the impasse ahead. "I am the 
light of the world," said Jesus, "he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live." John 9:5; 11:25. 

This world is but a preparation for the happy life 
that stretches endlessly before you. It is our prayer that 
these lessons have helped you to make decisions that 
will prepare you for God's eternity. 

Heaven will be cheap at whatever price we may have 
to pay for it, for there we shall be forever with Christ 
and with God. John said: "I saw no temple therein: 
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the 
temple of it." Revelation 21:22. 

What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? — Mark 8:36. 

Is there anything more important than to respond to 
the love of God by being obedient to Christ and His 
commandments, and to join His people in their march 
to the city of God? Just now will you not quietly drop 
to your knees and prayerfully settle the question," Where 
shall I spend eternity?" Ask yourself, "What shall I do 
with Jesus?" May God give you grace to answer aright, 
to accept Him fully as your personal Saviour, and to 
walk in the light. 1 John 1:7, 9. God bless you now, 
and may we all meet with our loved ones and with our 
Saviour in the city of God where all our dreams will 
come true. 

Would you like to add to the Bible knowledge you 
have received from this Bible course? The Voice of 
Prophecy offers you another Bible course known as the 
Faith Bible Correspondence Course which covers addi- 
tional Bible topics of great importance to you. People 
from coast to coast are enrolled in the Faith course, and 
thousands have already been graduated. All lessons are 
in easy-reading form, well illustrated, and are handled 
exactly as is the Light of the World Bible Course you 
are now completing. It is offered free throughout North 
America, and there is no obligation on your part, either 
now or later. If you have not already taken the Voice 
of Prophecy Faith Bible Course, and would like to do 
so, please check the square found at the bottom of the 
test sheet accompanying this lesson. 
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 

The Second Coming of Christ 
Test Questions — Lesson 25 Registration No. 

Fill the blanks in the following statements: 

1. The climactic event of all history is 



2. The Old Testament writers who spoke of this event are 
and 

3. Two of the New Testament writers who wrote of it are .... 
and 

4. The prophecies of Jesus indicate that He will come 



|jj Write "True" or "False" in the blanks after the statements below: 

1. Jesus was seen by the disciples only on the day of the resur- 
rection 

2. The ascension of Jesus to heaven took place a week after His 
resurrection 

3. While He was blessing the disciples, He was carried into 
heaven 

4. The promise of His return was given by two angels at the 
time of His ascension 

5. The promise was that He would return in the same manner 
as He went away — personally, visibly, literally 

p£| Fill in the blanks below: 

1. What four things did Jesus conquer? 



2. When He returned to His Father, what did He become? 



3. Who is the only mediator between God and man? 

4. Whom did Christ send as His representative on this earth? 



jgj Check (/) the correct statements below: 

1. A time of trouble on this earth will follow the end of Christ's 
intercession in heaven 

2. Human probation will end at that time. 

3. The time of trouble will come as a result of a world war 
fought with hydrogen bombs. 

4. Already the beginnings of God's "judgments are in the earth," 
which will be seen in full when the seven last plagues are 
poured out 

5. God has promised deliverance to His people 
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|fj In the blanks provided, write the answers to the following questions: 

1. What great event will occur at the time of the seventh plague? 

2. To what will sinners call to hide them from the face of Jesus? 

3. For how long is Satan to be bound? 

4. What two groups will be taken to heaven? 

and 

5. What song will the redeemed sing on the sea of glass? . 

6. Who will experience the highest joy and satisfaction from the 
redeemed throng? 

7. Are you preparing to be among that number? 

Check here 

□ I wish to enroll in the Faith Bible Correspondence Course. 



BE SURE TO FILL IN YOUR NAME AND PRESENT ADDRESS BELOW. THEN 
MAIL THIS TEST SHEET TO: 

The Voice of Prophecy, Box 55, Los Angeles, California, 90053 



These test questions are numbered to match the section numbers in the lesson. 
If in doubt about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by 
section numbers. The more you refer to your Bible and your lesson in answer- 
ing these test questions, the better Bible student you will become. It is well 
to read the lesson through twice before filling in the test sheet. May God bless 
you as you write. We are praying for YOU. 



My Present Address Is: 

Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 

(Underline which one. Please print your name.) 



No. and Street 

Rural Route No Rural Route Box No P. O. Box No. 



City State Zip Code 

(Please sign your name the same way on each lesson to avoid delay in handling.) 
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Please state briefly what these lessons have done for you. 



2. If you would like these lessons to be sent to other persons, please 
give names and addresses here 



3. Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour? 

4. Is it your desire to live in harmony with all the commandments of 
God just as Jesus did? 

5. Of what church are you a member? 

6. A representative of the Seventh-day Adventist Church will be in your 
locality soon. Please check here if you would like him to call at your 
home. □ 

7. If you use a post office box number, or live in a rural section, please 
give directions for reaching your home 



Name (Mr., Mrs., Miss) 
No. and Street 



Rural Route No Rural Box No P. O. Box No. 



City State Zip Code ... 
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